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ONE NATION UNDER GOD?

A CALL FOR REPENTANCE AND REFORM IN THE CHURCH OF AMERICA
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2Ch 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

4

Unless otherwise noted all Scripture is taken from the King James Version of the Holy Bible.
Definitions for the Greek and Hebrew words contained herein are from Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible, Thayer’s Greek Definitions, and Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew definitions.

Copyright notice
The material contained herein is copyrighted.

Any alteration to the contents for any reason is prohibited.
The purpose for this book is to benefit the Body of Christ. As such, you may feel free to
copy this work in its entirety, and to distribute it in any quantity to others by any
means, either electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any
information storage and retrieval system, but permission to sell or to market this
work for any reason or in any manner without the author’s prior written consent is
expressly denied.
Infringement of the conditions of this copyright is equivalent to stealing. Let your conscience be your guide.

Copyright © Sept 21, 2004 by Lance Rowe
All the accounts written in this book are true. In some cases, the names of people and churches have been
changed for obvious reasons.

Lance Rowe
6519 Ool-Georgetown Rd
Ooltewah, Tn. 37363

e-mail crosscountry4jesus@juno.com
Website: http://crosscountry4jesus.com

5
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INTRODUCTION

On July 1, 2001, the Lord Jesus Christ commissioned me to
embark on a prayer walk up the Mississippi River to pray on behalf
of the Church in America. I waited for confirmation from Him as to
whether or not I was receiving direction from Him, and by the end
of July I had received assurance that this was His Will for the
ministry. Now all I needed to know was “When?”
On Dec 29, 2001, the Lord opened the door for me to begin
the prayer walk, and I started the journey with my family at Venice,
Louisiana, at what is touted as the Southern-most point in
Louisiana.
During the next two years, we parked at various
churches in South Louisiana, working with the pastors, ministering
to the lost, encouraging the Body of Christ to walk in the calling that
the Lord has for them, and to make His Will their number one
desire. About July of 2002, while I was parked at a church in
LaPlace, Louisiana, I was invited to a Southern Baptist church
planting “probe” at a church in Gramercy, Louisiana. It was there
that I met Pastor “John”.
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Some time after this meeting (Shortly after Christmas), I was
scouting for a church to park at while we passed through the Baton
Rouge area, and in the course of my scouting, I ran into Pastor
“John”, who remembered me from Gramercy. The church we met at
wasn’t the church that he pastored, but he “just happened” through
a Divine God-incidence to work there as an accountant. He told me
that his church was quite a ways from the Mississippi River, but I
was welcome to stay there and work in the community if I wanted
to. I accepted his offer, and we worked in that area from January
2003, to July of 2004.
The reason why we ended up staying so long was that after we
had gotten our vehicles situated there, Pastor “John” explained to
me that my being there wasn’t an accident; he told me he had been
praying to the Lord that He would bring someone to labor with him
who could relate to the people in this area. He confided in me that
he had been almost to the point of giving up on the area, and he
knew that I was an answer to prayer. He told me that the
strongholds on the River were drugs, alcohol and sexual immorality.
Last year in a three month period there were eight deaths on the
river. Most of them were drug related. We made an agreement that
I would stay there as long as the Lord required me to stay and work
in the neighborhood.
The church building is situated on the banks of the Amite
River, and when referring to the community, it is common to allude
to it as “The River”, as in “Well, that’s life out here on the River”.
I continued my prayer walk up the Mississippi River until I got
too far away from the church for it to be practical for Michelle to
drive me to the place where I had finished walking the day before,
and to pick me up later that evening. I walked as far as Port
Hudson, La. on this side of the Mississippi, and as far as New Roads
on the other side. I had really figured that once we got so far up the
Mississippi River, we would leave this Southern Baptist mission
church, and continue on our journey.
But the Lord had different plans. I see now that one of the
reasons the Lord brought me to the Church on the River’s Edge is so
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I could get a clearer picture of the challenges that the church in
America faces. The Church On The River’s Edge, its pastors, the
congregation and the people in the community is a small scale
model of the neighborhood church in America, and by bringing me
there, I believe the Lord was leading me into an understanding of
the condition of the Church in America, the obstacles that are facing
the church that hinders it from fulfilling the part it is to play in the
transformation of America back to it’s Godly heritage, and how I can
more effectively pray for the Church in America on my walk up the
river.
As I walk up the Mississippi River, and pray for the pastors of
the Church in America, I could not fully understand the challenges
those pastors face in their daily ministry unless I filled the role of a
pastor. Because of our stay there, I have done that for a full year
and a half. On Saturday nights we had a service over which I would
officiate.
The official pastors of the church did not live in the community
and were not immediately available when there was a need. They
both maintained secular employment, so they were not available on
a full time basis to pastor the church. This is not intended to be an
indictment on them. I love and respect them both. I have been
blessed to be able to be in the ministry full time due to the financial
support of a few faithful brothers and sisters who have come along
side of us and have been a vital part in this ministry the Lord has
called us to. Because of this, the Lord had appointed me to be the
“unofficial” pastor on The River for that season.
I have been awakened in the early hours of the morning on a
few occasions to counsel someone, to pull someone out of a ditch,
or just to visit someone who had a choice of visiting with me or
going out and getting loaded. Some times I was awakened by
people who had gotten loaded, and then felt the need to talk to me
about their situation. I have had a phone call at 4:00 in the morning
to counsel a young lady who had no where else to turn, but she had
my phone number.
I have been the shoulder to cry on, the friend when all others
had forsaken a person, the teacher, the counselor and the
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transportation to visit a son in jail. I have been the peace maker
when members of the congregation were offended by other
members. I have baptized 12 people in the Amite River, been
privileged to prevent a suicide, and I was there for the brother who
came to the bus and frantically told me that his son had just died
from an overdose, and he needed me to come to help revive his
son. I was there to comfort those who mourned, and to preach the
funeral of this young man.
I have witnessed victory as drugs have been thrown into the
river, and have felt the burden of frustration as I watched some of
those who had made professions of faith return to their old ways. I
have seen some maintain their victory, and others slip back, and get
back up, only to slip back again. I have seen those who murmur and
those who would be used of the devil to work division in a church,
and I have known those who gossip and who just won’t quit. I have
seen those who are bound by strongholds that extend back to their
childhood days, and have counseled families who were falling apart.
I have learned how a shepherd who cares for his sheep grows to
love his sheep, and how he will leave the 99 just to get the one
back.
I have seen first hand how some put more faith in the “man of
God” than they do in the Savior of their souls, and have felt the
frustration that accompanies that kind of situation.
What a wonderful privilege the Lord gave me in that year and a
half, equipping me so I can more effectively pray for the pastors
and the church in America!
The Lord gave me a kind of parable for that area when I was
speaking to a brother who was having a hard time understanding
how someone could come to the Lord, and then fall back, and then
get back up, and fall back over and over again. I believe this
parable can apply to the Church in America in general.
I said, “Brother, say there is a man who is a shepherd, and he
needs to add more sheep to his flock. When he gets to town where
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the auction barn is, he finds that the only sheep there to buy are a
motley looking bunch.
“They had been owned by a hard task master who had cared
nothing about them. He beat every one of them with a rod, until
they were absolutely afraid of him. He fed them thistles and thorns,
and made them drink from drainage ditches, so they had never
tasted anything good, and they were very sickly. He didn’t really
lead them any where; if the wolves would come, he would just let
them have at them, instead of risking his life for the sheep. That
flock would be a high maintenance flock, requiring constant care
and faithfulness on the part of the shepherd to regain their trust.
But the shepherd who has a discerning eye can see the value in this
motley flock, and will lay down his life for these sheep. This is a high
maintenance flock, and a high maintenance flock needs a shepherd
to be there at any time of day or night to meet the needs and keep
the wolves at bay. How long do we continue to go after that one
that resists and rebels and
finds himself back out there among
the wolves? Until he finally realizes that life is better and safer in
the sheepfold with the shepherd.”
Some shepherds are hirelings. They really haven’t been called
to be a pastor by the Lord. In some cases it’s a matter of a family
tradition. Sometimes a son will follow in the shoes of his father, and
inherit the church that he pastors. Other times a man may be a
pastor because he thought he could do it better than the pastor that
he had sat under. Sometimes they are pastors as a product of
rebellion. A church split occurs, and like the leaders of a mutiny
aboard a ship a self designated leader will pull many of the sheep
away from the flock and start a new church. Church splits are not
always the result of rebellion. Sometimes the split happens because
the one in the pulpit has misused his authority. Sometimes a man
becomes a pastor for recognition, or as a job. They are all hirelings
who have responded to a call of their own.
When the wolves begin to tear at the sheep, and drag them
away from the flock, the hirelings give up on them, saying “well,
they weren’t really sincere in their walk with the Lord in the first
place.” Other hirelings have only a desire to be available to the
sheep on a 9-5 basis. Other hirelings are there only a couple of
hours a week. But every new lamb in the Kingdom is a risk factor
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and requires a shepherd who will make it a priority to be around at
any time to keep the wolves at bay.
We who have been privileged to be in leadership in the Church
have gotten rich and fat in America. We have emulated the world in
our ministries. For the most part, pastors in America keep office
hours.
This is not done in third world countries, nor was it done on
such a large scale before the 20th century. The pastor understood
that his role in Christ’s flock was to lay down his life for the sheep,
regardless of the cost to his comfort. Just like any worldly person,
the 9 to 5 pastors or the three services a week pastors will justify
their position. But when measuring their ministry in the light of the
Word of God, if they are honest, they will concede that they have let
the cares of the world and the pride of life come in and have
established their kingdom rather than the Kingdom of God.
Although we are privileged to live in what I believe is the
greatest country on the face of the earth, and although we enjoy
more freedom and privileges as citizens of this nation than the
people of any other nation, I believe that the Church in America has
been so far removed from what Jesus Christ would have her to be,
that unless we who profess to be Christians repent of our apathy
toward the things of God, the Republic of the United States of
America as we know it will no longer exist.
I believe that the Lord has me on this prayer walk for that
reason. I don’t believe that it is His Will that the United States of
America, which was once referred to by the founding fathers as the
New Israel should collapse like Israel of the Old Testament did
because of her blatant idolatry. It wasn’t His Will that Israel went
the way that she did, as well.
Just as the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the Babylonians, the
Assyrians, the Moabites, the Hittites, and many other nations of this
world had enslaved or vexed Israel when she compromised her walk
before the Lord, the great United States of America is about to
experience that same penalty for compromising her status as a
Christian Nation. Our religious freedoms are being subtly taken
away from us through the compromise and the complacency of the
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Christians in America. As Americans, we have a right to speak
against homosexuality because our Bible teaches it is wrong. A
“Hate Crimes” amendment could change that and make it a crime to
proclaim that homosexuality is an abomination in the Eyes of God.
So what happens to the freedom of religion or the freedom of
speech? Soon laws will be passed against publicly proclaiming Jesus
Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Despite the call to repent that was spoken repeatedly by the
prophets that the Lord had sent to His people, the people of Israel
and their leaders chose instead to continue in their sin of idolatry
and conformity to those nations around them. Eventually, God gave
them over to their enemies because of their sin.
The Church in America has fallen into such gross idolatry and
conformity with the world system, that unless we truly repent of our
apathy and our conformity to this world, God will give us over to a
government system that won’t allow His Name to be freely spoken
in the public arena. We are almost there. If that happens, we won’t
be able to point our fingers at a certain political party, or some
liberal coalition; we who are Christians will have to point at
ourselves and our desire to conform to the world system as the
reason.
God’s prescription for His people has always been that they
should repent of their wickedness before He would heal their land,
or free them from their enemies.
The healing of our land begins with the repentance of those of
us who are in leadership in the Church, whether they be Pastors,
Prophets, Evangelists, Apostles, or Teachers. In the history of the
Nation of Israel, we see that it was the leadership who caused the
people to sin. A few examples of this can be found in the following
verses:
1Ki 15:25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel…
26 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and
in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.
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1Ki 15:33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah began Baasha the son of Ahijah to
reign over all Israel in Tirzah, twenty and four years.
34 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and
in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.
1Ki 16:12 Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word of
the LORD, which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet,
13 For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, by which they sinned, and
by which they made Israel to sin, in provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with
their vanities.
1Ki 16:25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did worse than all that
were before him.
26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin
wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger with
their vanities.
Israel and Judah were nations known by the Name of the God
they served, just America was once commonly referred to as a
“Christian Nation”, and we weren’t ashamed of that title.
The difference between the United States of America and Israel
and Judah, was that ours was a nation intended to be governed by a
government system “of the people, for the people and by the
people”, while Israel and Judah were governed by kings who were
subject to the Laws of the One True God. As the kings turned from
their God and began to pursue after other gods in violation of the
Divine Ordinances of God, the people did the same. But there was
always a way out for the people of God and Israel and Judah. God
promised His people:
2Ch 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
Although our nation has been known as a Christian nation, our
government system is different than that of Israel and Judah. The
church and the state are separate entities. As such the leadership
that is truly responsible for the condition of our nation are those
who are over the church – the pastors, the teachers, the prophets,
the apostles and the evangelists.
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Psa 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he
hath chosen for his own inheritance.
If it gets to the point where this nation’s God is not the LORD,
then this nation will no longer be blessed, but will be under a curse.
God has given His children an authority over the world system
that may and can prevail in an area, if they would only exercise that
Authority.
Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
The commission Jesus gave to His disciples in the 1st century
applies to those of us who live in the 21st century: to establish the
Kingdom of God here on earth through going out, evangelizing, and
teaching submissive obedience to the Word of God.
Jesus told the disciples that they were to tarry in Jerusalem until
they were endued with power from on high. Then He told them what
would happen once they were baptized in the Holy Ghost:
Act 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Somewhere along the line the Church in America forgot what
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for. The Christians in America today
go from meeting to meeting, hoping to get touched by the man or
the woman of God so they can get a touch of the Holy Ghost. After
they have done some carpet time, they will go to the next meeting.
Lord God, help us! The reason we are endued with power from on
high is to be witnesses of the Truth that is in Jesus Christ, NOT to
get some kind of goose bumps or a tingle down our spine. We have
become such an adulterous generation that we are running to and
fro, seeking for signs and manifestations of the Holy Ghost, when
we should be used by God to work signs and miracles through the
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Power of the Holy Ghost as we go out and witness to a lost and
dying world!
When the Word of God was preached without compromise in
the early Church, we see that thousands were added to the Church
daily. Why? Because the leadership understood the Power of
the unadulterated Word of God and taught it to the rest of
the believers.
We can see this in the first century Church as we read of the
mighty acts that were done by the apostles and the Body of Christ
that went out to spread the gospel.
We maintain our God-given authority by walking in obedience
to His Word. As His people are encouraged to move away from
conformity to the system that has been set in place by the god of
this age, the God Who created this world for Himself will show
Himself mighty, and will bless His people. This principle is a promise
both on an individual level and a national level.
Concerning His Return, Jesus asked a very valid and pointed
question:
Luk 18:7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him,
though he bear long with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?
Disobedience to the Word of God demonstrates a lack of faith. I
personally believe that there could be a wonderful turnaround for
our nation if we who are in the leadership of the Church would
repent of our own agendas, and allow our lives to be true examples
of what the Lord’s definition of Holiness is.
If the Leadership will repent, so will the Church, and this is why I
have obeyed the call to walk this prayer walk up the Mississippi
River in intercession on behalf of the Church in America – because I
believe there is still Hope for the United States.
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Psa 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people
whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.
Pro 14:34
people.

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any

Pro 11:10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when
the wicked perish, there is shouting.
11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the
mouth of the wicked.
Because of our (Christian’s) disobedience and our complacency
as to the importance of maintaining the Standard of the Word of
God, and our failure to let Jesus Christ be the Sovereign King of our
lives, our country is falling into the same category of idolatrous
Israel:
Jdg 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was
right in his own eyes.
Will this prayer walk change anything? I really don’t know. I
only act in obedience to that which I am convinced the Lord has
called me to. But I do pray in faith, knowing that the Lord’s Hand is
not shortened so that it cannot save – but that our sins and our
iniquities have separated us as a nation from His Mercy, and if the
Church begins to really understand that, and turns away from its
wickedness, there MAY be some hope for our nation.
If the people of the Most High God will individually and
collectively as a nation repent of our straying from Him in order to
pursue after the things of this world, God’s Mercy will prevail. But it
has to start first with the leadership in the Church. If the
Leadership won’t respond to the call to repent and return to their
First Love, the Lord is not above removing them from their position
of influence and replacing them with those who will respond to His
Call.
I believe the book of Revelation was laid out exactly like it was
because God has a Plan. The first chapter was an introduction,
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declaring that the book was written in general to the seven churches
in Asia (1:4), to show His servants the things that would shortly
come to pass (verse 1).
Concerning the word “shortly”, we need to remember this
passage of Scripture:
2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance.
I believe Revelation chapters 4-22 deal with those things
that would shortly come to pass, but because the Lord is
longsuffering, He wrote chapters 2 and 3 to the messengers or
the leadership of the seven churches, in some cases to call them to
repent, and other cases, to maintain their walk with the Lord
(“MESSENGER” = angels: Strong’s #32 aggelos ang'-el-os From aggello
[probably derived from G71; compare G34; to bring tidings]; a
messenger; especially an “angel”; by implication a pastor: - angel,
messenger).
I believe chapters 2 and 3 reveal some major spiritual
hindrances in individual ministries that would prevent the Church
from functioning in its God Given Authority as it ought to, which is
the reason I have undertaken the task of compiling this book.
As the Christian leader or the “messenger” to the Church
understands these hindrances and repents from either actively
partaking of them or encouraging them, then he can lead the
Church into the paths of Righteousness. He can speak the Word of
God in Truth as the Holy Spirit would have him to speak to the
Church. The pastors who have ears to hear the call to repentance
will be able to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
1Ki 21:20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he
answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of
the LORD.
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21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will cut
off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in
Israel,
22 And will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast
provoked me to anger, and made Israel to sin.
23 And of Jezebel also spoke the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the
wall of Jezreel.
24 Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field
shall the fowls of the air eat.
25 But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in
the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.
26 And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things as did the
Amorites, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.
27 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and
put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.
28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself
before me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days will I bring the
evil upon his house.
See also Jonah 3:6-10, 2 Chr 32:26, 34:26-28 for other
examples where repentance on the part of those who were in
leadership delayed the judgment of God.
But it’s not just up to the leadership in the Church to
repent. The Body of Christ in general needs to repent of its
worldliness, and its straying away from God. Just as Israel had
grown apathetic toward the things of God, the Church in America
has been guilty of the same.
Isa 59:1 Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have
hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips
have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.
4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak
lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.
I believe this is a serious time in the history of the United
States. Those in the Church have an important decision to make.
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Either we can repent of our vanity, our lying and our iniquity, and
call for Justice and plead for Truth, or we can continue in our apathy
and lose all that we have.
Genuine repentance will result in a great outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, which will be evidenced by the people of God walking in
humility and in unfeigned love for one another.
Jer 26:12 Then spoke Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The
LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that
ye have heard.
13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD
your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against
you.
It is my prayer that the things I write here will shed some light
on our need as the Church in America for genuine reform.
There are some voices that cry out against the wrong of the
Church, and who advocate a forsaking of the “organized” Church.
They identify the Church in America as the “Babylon” of the Book of
Revelation, and urge Christians to heed the call to “Come out of her,
my people, and be not partakers of her sins”.
They denounce every effort being done by these churches to
spread the gospel, and call it a “Man-centered” gospel. Some
Christians believe Babylon is Roman Catholicism, and many books
and videos have been written to prove it. Others believe it is the
apostate Church in general.
I personally believe that just as Egypt in the Old Testament is
seen to be a type of the world system, so too, is Babylon. If we call
ourselves the “Spiritual Israel” and partakers of the New Covenant
of Faith toward God, then we must also understand that the Babylon
spoken of in the Book of Revelation would be the world system.
The Word of God warns us that we are not to become
conformed to this world, but to become transformed by the

20

renewing of our mind. By teaching Christians that Babylon is the
Church, Satan diverts the Christian’s focus from the call to being
separate from the world, and encourages them to be separate from
each other!
I believe that Satan would love you to think that Babylon is the
Catholic Church or the Church in America, and NOT the World
system, because as long as you join leagues with him in pointing
your finger at your brothers, you won’t be about standing in unity as
one Body against the works of the devil. And a house divided cannot
stand.
The ways of the world are not God’s Way. The world teaches us
to render railing for railing. Jesus teaches otherwise. The world
teaches to fight back, but Jesus says to turn the other cheek. The
world system (or the Babylonian system) points fingers and accuses
and blames others. Another characteristic of those who embrace the
Babylonian system is that they are hateful and
work division and
splits, and hold grudges, being consumed with bitterness. Babylon
teaches us that we are to “look out for number one”, to be lovers of
ourselves and our prejudices more than lovers of God.
While the messenger to the Church in Ephesus was very
diligent in standing up for the Truth, and wouldn’t tolerate lies and
false apostles, he lost his first love. When you lose sight of love,
then everything you do in ministry is no longer to serve and to
encourage others, rather it is to exclude and criticize others.
1Co 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have
not charity, I am nothing.
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up,
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil;
6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
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7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
I believe that the cry to come out of the Church in America
because of its compromise and its watered down gospel is just what
Satan wants. Rather than working toward reformation and
reconciliation, Christians have become critical and have joined
league with the Accuser of the Brethren and are forsaking the
assembling of themselves together with one another. Because of the
cries of divisiveness, the Love of many is waxing cold, and the
Church cannot unite in Power and Authority as a result. God is
about restoration.
Gal 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore
such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
The problem is that there are a lot of carnal Christians who
have been given over to the flesh in being critical of their brothers,
and they are not spiritual enough to understand the importance of
laboring to see their brothers restored from their error or to have
the wisdom to enter into that labor.
It is harder to work toward reformation and restoration than it
is to point fingers and to call names, so most people opt for the
latter choice. The chances are very good that the person who calls
for reformation and restoration of the Church will receive all kinds of
opposition and alienation for his efforts. They did the same thing to
Jesus as He sought reformation and restoration for Israel.
I am not advocating a watered down gospel. I am not
pleading for tolerance of error by the ministers of the Gospel.
There is much that is wrong with the Church in America today.
There is much that needs to be repented of. The Word of God
teaches us that the Day of the Lord will not come, except there be a
great falling away (apostasy) first, and I believe that unless we get
serious with the things of God, that apostasy is just around the
corner. There are indications of it happening even now.
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Homosexual ordination, Church sanctioned same sex marriage,
divorce and remarriage running rampant in the Church, and
interfaith ecumenism are just a few of the indications that the Great
Falling Away spoken of in 2 Thes 2:3 is beginning to take place.
But those who have called with a sincere heart on the Name of
Jesus Christ to save them from their sins are my brothers and
sisters in the Lord, and I believe that REFORM and
RECONCILIATION is the call that needs to be made to the Church
in America. We need to repent of preaching a watered down gospel.
We need to repent of becoming conformed to this Babylonian world
system. We need to pursue after Holiness and Righteousness. But
pointing fingers and playing the blame game isn’t going to
accomplish anything except division and animosity. As each
individual pastor and minister of the gospel lead their congregations
in the Way of Holiness, seeks the good of the community, and gets
behind other churches in an effort to win their city for Christ, then
reform and reconciliation will take place in the Church in general.
I believe that God’s Hand of Grace and Mercy is still extended
to His Church, but He is calling us to respond to His plea to repent.
I recently had a wonderful experience while carrying the cross
that will illustrate the depths of God’s Mercy and Grace. On this
particular day I had prayed with six people to receive Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior and was able to counsel two other
individuals on separate occasions. One of those individuals was a
man who pulled up beside me and got out of his car. He told me
that he had passed me by but the Lord spoke to his heart and said
“That’s a man of God. You need to turn around and talk to him.”
I said “Praise the Lord, Bro. Are you born again?” He
immediately began to reply in the affirmative, but then he stopped
and hung his head and said, “I really don’t know how to answer that
question. The truth of the matter is, I’m just a liar. You see I’m a
pastor, and three years ago my wife and I were separated because
of my infidelity. Since that time, I have had affairs with two other
women, and each of those women have had a child by me. And I
continue to preach from the pulpit and to tell the congregation what
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they’re NOT to do, all the while knowing that I am being a
hypocrite. I was driving down this road today contemplating ending
it all because I can’t go on like this. And that’s when I passed you
and the Lord told me to come back. So I really don’t know what to
do, man. I don’t know how to answer your question. I thought
maybe if I turned around, you’d have an answer for me.”
I looked at him and said, “Well brother, it might seem from
your perspective that it’s really hopeless, but the answer is really
simple.
He looked at me and said, “What is it?”
I said, “All you have to do, man, is repent and be reconciled to
your wife and be the husband and father that the Lord wants you to
be.”
He replied, “I know that’s the answer, but I have a problem.
The problem is that when I was a child I grew up without a father
and I never knew who my father was. I can’t do that to these other
two children, and my wife is willing to be reconciled with me, in fact
she’s carrying our third child, but she won’t have anything to do
with the other two children, and I can’t do that.”
I said, “Well, bro, the truth of the matter is you just need to
repent, be reconciled to your wife, seek first the kingdom of God
and His Righteousness, and with time God may work on your wife’s
heart and she may accept the other two, but you’ve got to get your
priorities right.”
He said, “Man, look, I need some prayer. Now I know that if
you pray for me there’s nothing special going to happen, unless I
act on that prayer. It’s up to me to take action. I’m responsible to
respond to the Lord’s Will. I understand that, but I do need you to
pray for me anyway. Will you pray for me, please?”
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I said, “Sure, bro.” And we bowed our heads to pray. I prayed
that God would have mercy on him and help him to make the right
decision. I pled the blood of Jesus Christ over him and asked Jesus
to recover him from Satan’s snare. As I was praying, I heard a
vehicle pull up, and then I heard footsteps approaching us so I
changed the prayer into more of a generic prayer because I didn’t
want the person who was coming up to us to know what was
happening. I concluded by asking the Lord to bless him and help
him in his situation and that he would walk in victory from this day
forward. After we were done I looked up and saw a man in a
Department of Corrections uniform. He was driving a van used to
transport prisoners and when I looked up at him, he said, “Man, I
passed you a while back and I got twenty miles up the road and the
Lord just kept on dealing with me to turn around and talk to you
and the conviction got so bad that I just had to turn around. I don’t
know what you’re about and I don’t know why I’m here, but I can at
least pray and give you a bottle of water.”
I said, “Great, man. I’ll accept the prayer and the water.” I
remembered when he drove by about fifteen minutes before the
pastor pulled up. He had honked his horn so it was easy to
remember the van. We bowed our heads and the brother prayed a
wonderful prayer of blessing for me. As he was praying I heard
another car pull up on the other side of the road. After he was done
praying, I thanked him, looked over at the driver of the other car,
put up my index finger to ask him to wait one moment and then I
prayed and asked the Lord to bless this brother who had responded
in obedience to His Prompting. After I got done praying I felt like I
needed to explain to him what my mission is and I figured that the
man in the car would get out and come over if he really wanted to
talk to me. I couldn’t just ignore this brother.
As I was talking to him the pastor decided he’d go over and
visit with the man in the car. I could hear him telling the man that I
was carrying the cross up the Mississippi River and praying for our
country. It seemed like he had it pretty much under control so I
spent another five minutes with the brother encouraging him in the
things of the Lord. After he left, I crossed the highway to visit the
person in the car. His name was Reginald. It turned out that he had
passed me as well and felt the Lord telling him to turn around and
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talk to me. He told me that he works for the Department of
Corrections as a rehabilitation counselor and in his words, “I take
wayward boys and make them into men of God.” He said he came
back to ask me for prayer concerning his program. The funding was
to be up by the end of the month and he explained to me that he
had been having great ministry opportunities
and success with these young troubled youth, getting them saved
and teaching them how to be men of God and he didn’t want the
program to end. So we prayed that the Lord would bless my brother
and that the funding would come through for the ministry that the
Lord had called him to. We talked a little bit and then he pulled
away and the pastor and I walked back to the other side of the
road.
I told him, “Man I don’t know if you realize it or not, but God
just did an awesome thing.”
He looked at me and asked, “What do you mean?”
I told him, “Well, brother, here you are, a prisoner to sin and
you’re driving down the road thinking about ending it all because of
the condemnation the enemy has you under. Then the Lord
orchestrates something beautiful. First of all He tells you to turn
around and talk to me, and then I give you advice from the Lord of
how you should handle this situation. Then along comes this brother
that works for the prison system transporting prisoners. He’s Holy
Spirit filled and loves the Lord. The Lord is letting you know that
even though the prodigal son walked away from his father, he was
still his father’s son and his father was watching for him every day,
waiting for him to come to his senses. Just as this Christian brother
transported prisoners God wants you to know that even though
you’re a prisoner to this sin, He’s still with you. And then the Lord
brought another brother that works with prisoners as well, and by
his own testimony, he takes wayward boys and turns them into men
of God. You are a wayward child, and God wants you to be restored
to be a man of God. But what you need to do is respond to the Will
of the Lord, repent, and be reconciled to your wife.”
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His eyes lit up and he almost lost his composure as the Truth
of the depths of God’s Grace and Mercy registered in his mind. I
encouraged him a little bit more in the things of the Lord and I
believe he left, a changed man. The decision to respond to the Will
of God was up to him, and I have no way of knowing whether he did
the Will of God or not, but the opportunity was presented to him
beyond a shadow of a doubt.
It’s the same way with the Church in America today. Although
we have strayed far away from where we need to be, God is calling
us to repent and to be reconciled to Him and experience His Mercy
and Grace for our lives. The decision is up to us.
The Charismatic, full Gospel and Pentecostal churches in
America refer to the Day of Pentecost that took place in Acts 2 as a
source of validity for their doctrinal stance that the gifts of the Holy
Spirit are for the believer today just as it was in the Day of
Pentecost. As Peter referred to Joel 2:28 to explain what had
taken place there, the modern day “full Gospel” churches also make
reference to Joel 2:28 to explain the various manifestations of the
Holy Spirit that occur in their congregations. .
In the verses preceding this verse in Joel, God had pronounced
severe impending judgment against Israel because of the fact that
the nation as a whole had turned away from Him, and had gone
whoring after other gods. In his prophecy, Joel refers to the Day of
the Lord as being at hand (2:1), yet we can see that even a few
thousand years later, the Day of the Lord is still sometime in the
future (see 1 Thes 5:1-3, 2 Pet 3:9-10).
Joe 2:12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:
13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your
God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
repenteth him of the evil.
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him;
even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
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16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is their God?
18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
If the leadership of the Church will get serious, humbling
themselves as they accept the call to repent, and will begin to feel a
genuine burden for our nation and its people to know the True and
Living God, God promises a Healing of the Land.
What follows in Joel chapter 2 is CONDITIONAL upon the
response of the leadership of Israel. Since we have entered into
covenant with the God of Israel, we who are Christians have been
grafted in (Rom 11:17), so the promises and the warnings of God
apply to us as well (See 1 Cor.10:1-12). God is always pleading
with His people to repent so He won’t have to move against them in
severe judgment. He doesn’t want to pour out His Wrath
upon
the earth
that He Created for Himself. That is why He
came in the flesh as Jesus Christ the Messiah to save His people
from their sins, so that He could redeem His People, and not destroy
them. The Lord is Merciful and Compassionate toward His people.
Joel 2:19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will
send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will
no more make you a reproach among the heathen:
20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into
a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder
part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savor shall
come up, because he hath done great things.
21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things.
22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do
spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their
strength.
23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for
he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down
for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.
24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine
and oil.
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25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the
cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I
sent among you.
26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the
LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall
never be ashamed.
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD
your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I
pour out my spirit.
30 And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire,
and pillars of smoke.
31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall
call.
Read Joel 2:12-18 once more, and try to comprehend the
urgency of the Word of God:
Joe 2:12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:
13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your
God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
repenteth him of the evil.
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him;
even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is their God?
18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
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Just as He called for His people Israel to turn to Him with all
their heart, and with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning, He
calls His people in the Christian Church to do the same.
To the Christian or minister who reads these words I
would ask of you: are you turning to the Lord with your
whole heart, or is your heart divided between the Lord and
the things of this world? Have you been cowed into being
silent at work concerning the things of God for fear of losing
your job? Do you really believe that the Lord is your
Provider, and that He is able to sustain you if you refuse to
compromise your faith, even if it means that you will lose
your job? Have you refused to become conformed to this
world, or are you chained to this world system through debt
because you have bought into the American “keep up with
the Jones’” mentality? Have you become apathetic to the
things of God, because you understand that if you turn to the
Lord with your whole heart, you stand to lose much in the
way of material things?
Israel felt the same way, so they refused to turn to the Lord
with their whole heart, and continued in their idolatry, and their
intermingling with other nations, and were ultimately carried away
into captivity, losing their lands and all their possessions, because
they had forsaken the One Who could help them in times of trouble.
Jam 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God.
Christian, forget the scratching of the ears that so many
compromising preachers engage themselves in by telling you that
since you are saved by Grace, you can do anything you want – you
will just lose some rewards. Hear the Word of God!
WHOSOEVER THEREFORE WILL BE A FRIEND OF THE WORLD IS THE
ENEMY OF GOD.
Are you a friend of God, or a friend of the world? Despite the
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advertisements that the world bombards you with, the fact is, with
God, you can’t have it your way.
God’s remedy for reformation in the land is the same today as
it was in Joel’s day:
Joel 2:13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the
LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him;
even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is their God?
18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
Unless we who are Christians get serious with God, our nation
is in serious trouble. God’s plea for Israel extends to the Church of
Jesus Christ as well. His Principles are the same. He requires
Holiness from His People, whether they are Jew or Gentile.
Revelation chapters 4-20 are shortly to come to pass. I believe it
depends on the response of the leadership of the church and of the
people of the church to the warnings that are given in chapters 2
and 3 as to when the “shortly” will be realized. Christians and
Christian leaders, DO NOT BE DECEIVED - God’s Word is true and
speaks to us just as loud today as it was in the days it was
recorded:
Pro 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
Here are a few
Moore was attacked
for his brave and
Commandments in

statistics for you to ponder. When Judge Roy
and threatened to lose his position of influence
uncompromising stand for keeping the Ten
the Montgomery, Alabama court house, I
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thought I should go and support him in prayer. I expected
thousands of Christians to be there in support of the man of God.
When I got there I was disappointed to see perhaps 250 – 300
people there (I believe that is a VERY generous estimate).

I figured that there would at least be a thousand Christians
there from Montgomery alone. But as I spoke with people, I
discovered that practically all of the people there were from out of
town or from out of state I finally found a brother in the Lord who
was from Montgomery. He told me that he was sitting at home
watching the news, and as the news reporters were interviewing
people and asking them where they were from, he had to ask the
question: “Lord, where are all the people from Montgomery?” He
said the Lord spoke to his heart, and said “They are sitting in their
living rooms, watching the news.” He got convicted enough to come
to the rally. We both were grieved at the small showing of people.

32

The next day was different. Somewhere between 15002000 people showed up to hear Alan Keyes and James
Dobson speak.

The men are excellent speakers, but I was grieved in my heart
because what I was seeing was that Christians respect men more
than they do the things of God. The next day bore the truth of that
out, when there were about 50 – 100 people who showed up. There
were no famous people there, so what was the use in showing up to
support the man of God who was standing for Godly Principles?
During the day that James Dobson and Alan Keyes were there,
one of the speakers mentioned that in a national poll, 70% of the
American people professed to be Christians. Of the 30% that
remained, a percentage of those people would have been
indifferent, or of another faith. What that means is that a very small
percentage of people with an Anti-Christian world view are the ones
who make the most noise in their efforts to transform this nation
into a nation without God.
As I mentioned earlier, our Government is supposed to be a
Government “Of the People, For the People, and By the
People.” If that is true, why do the 15 or so percent that have an
anti-Christ mentality have an upper hand and more influence over
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the 70 percent who profess to hold to Christian values? The answer
is simple and at the same time very frightening.
It’s because the 15 percent believe in their cause more than
the Christians in America believe in their God, and His
Standard of Righteousness.
If the seventy percent were as concerned about the things of
God and were as determined to hold up the Standard of
Righteousness in this Nation as the 15 percent are who are
determined to remove all reference to God and Jesus Christ from
the public forum, there would be no way that their Anti-Christian
agenda would succeed.
Chapters 2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation refer to the
Seduction of Jezebel, the Doctrine of Balaam, and the Doctrine
of the Nicolaitans. I believe these are strongholds that have taken
root in various forms in the Church in America, and they hinder
those Christians who unwittingly embrace them from walking in the
Authority of Jesus Christ, because the Christian has given them
authority over their lives.
An angel appeared to Daniel to inform him that his prayers had
been heard, but that the “Prince of the Kingdom of Persia” had
withstood him for 21 days.
Dan 10:11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the
words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And
when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling.
12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set
thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were
heard, and I am come for thy words.
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the
kings of Persia.
14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter
days: for yet the vision is for many days.
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Ephesians 2:2 refers to the “Prince of the Power of the air” as
the spirit that works in the children of disobedience.
Ephesians 6:12 tells us about the warfare we are fighting, and
reminds us that we are wrestling against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, and against
spiritual wickedness in high places.
Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.
There are strongholds and principalities that have been
established in our nation, in our cities, our communities, and in our
churches due to the fact that we have not fought the good fight of
Faith as we have been called to do, and the leadership of the Church
has allowed errant doctrine and compromise to slip into the Church.
Our unbelief has caused us to lay down the weapons of our
warfare, and we are not pulling down the strongholds that prevail
over the Church, nor are we casting down imaginations and every
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of Christ.
We have not let our lights shine as we have been called to do,
and so darkness is moving in. Where there is no light, there is
darkness.
This book is about some of the major strongholds that have
gained ground in our churches, and as a result have lulled us
Christians to complacency. And it is a call to the leadership as well
as the congregation to return to their first Love before it is too late.
Eph 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them.
12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever
doth make manifest is light.
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14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee light.
You may disagree with some of the content of this book, and
it’s possible that you might perceive me to be attacking some
doctrinal sacred cows that you may be holding on to, but I ask you
not to let that close your mind and your heart to the seriousness of
the times we are in, and to take action accordingly (If they have
become sacred cows to you, you need to reevaluate your position).
It is also important for the reader to understand that I am not
one of those who choose to point fingers at the Church, and find
only fault with it. I wouldn’t be on this prayer walk if that was the
case. I have a genuine burden and a heart felt sorrow over the
condition of the Church in America today.
It is not my desire to condemn the Church or the people who
have been called to the ministry. I am a part of the ministry as well.
My desire is to see the Church in America thriving and
impacting this country for Righteousness’ sake. As people see
Christ’s Righteousness reflected in our lives, they will be drawn to
desire what we have. But as long as they don’t see His
Righteousness in us, they will not see any reason why they would
need Jesus.
The issues we are confronted with today in our society and
those that are mentioned in this book actually boil down to a matter
of worship. Jesus addressed a Samaritan woman when He told her:
Joh 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.
He also said we can’t serve two masters. Christians in America
need to grasp the fact that true worship is not just singing songs on
a Sunday service – True worship is reflected in every aspect of our
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daily lives - what we set our affections on, what we pursue after,
how we conduct our daily affairs, and the standards we live by.
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.
The word “service” here means that which is done in worship
to God. Christians and Christian leaders need to ask themselves if
they are true worshippers of God, or if they are only deceiving
themselves.
This book is a call for Reform in the Church in America. It is a
call for my Brothers and Sisters in Christ to awake to
Righteousness.
1Co 15:34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge
of God: I speak this to your shame.
There are many people who are perishing who do not have
knowledge of God, because the Christians in America as a whole no
longer pursue after righteousness, have worshipped in various
forms the god of this world, and have not forsaken their wicked
ways.
2Ti 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men,
apt to teach, patient,
25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will.
Pastor, prophet, evangelist, apostle, teacher, Christian:
Whoever you may be, hear these words. Our nation depends
on it.
On the day of the Presidential election of 2004, a news channel
reported that morality was of the utmost importance in voter’s
minds concerning their choice of candidates. The economy came in
a close second, and terrorism, third. Eleven states voted for
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amendments to define marriage as being between one man and one
woman.
But the results of the election were again very close electorally,
as they had been in 2000.
The sad part of that scenario is that there are many professing
Christians who were inclined to vote for their pocketbook, rather
than for the moral issues of our country. Christians who did this are
actually saying “my finances are so important that I will look away
from the slaughter of innocent babies, or condone homosexuality
and the erosion of family values in our country”.
But the wonderful thing is that since Morality WAS the primary
concern, there is still some hope for this Nation after all! It is of
utmost importance now that Christians do not sit back and relax and
say “well, I got out and voted, so I did MY part!” Our responsibility
as Christians is to worship the Almighty God in spirit and in Truth.
Our lives and our daily conduct should loudly reflect the One by
Whose Standards we are living.
We should be a people who make it a point to humble
ourselves, to pray, to seek God’s face daily, and to make a
conscious decision to turn away from our wicked self-serving ways.
The time to do that is NOW.
Pro 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
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THE SPIRITUAL STRONGHOLDS THAT HAVE
GAINED GROUND IN THE CHURCH IN AMERICA

PART ONE

JEZEBEL AT WORK IN THE CHURCH AND IN THE LIVES OF CHRISTIANS
IN AMERICA
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CHAPTER ONE
RENEGADE SHEEP AND HIRELINGS
The Stronghold Of The Spirit Of Jezebel At Work In
The Church In America
We had been at the Church on the River for about 11
months when Pastor “John” made an unexpected
announcement to the Body of Christ. He was resigning, and
was giving the church one week’s notice. He told the
members that he realized he wasn’t called to be a pastor.
Most men won’t admit that. They would rather just have the
title and the position. I was blessed by “John’s” candor and
integrity, but it came as a complete shock to the church.
This is the second church we had been parked at where
the pastor had unexpectedly announced his resignation to
the church and given them a week’s notice. The church we
had parked at prior to coming here experienced the same
situation. We had been there only a week when Pastor
“Mike” announced to the congregation that he was resigning,
and that the following Sunday would be his last Sunday.
No one had seen it coming. The report I was told about
this particular church was that the pastor had received much
opposition from certain deacons in the church. But he wasn’t
the first pastor of this church who had experienced this
problem. The church had been in place for over 150 years,
and the longest a pastor had stayed at the church was 7
years.
The core of the problem was that in the history of the
church, the deacons of the church were opposed to any
change, and the pastor had to fight them every step of the
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way to bring about change into the church. According to
“Mike’s” account, after he had been there for a few months,
he decided to grow a goatee, and received criticism from
some of the deacons because he was growing hair on his
face. He changed the format of the worship service, and was
vocally opposed. Many other similar frustrating events
happened that led him to resign after serving just a year at
the church. He joined the ranks of the other pastors who
had been defeated by the principality that had usurped
Christ’s authority in that particular congregation.
In America, many pastors are hindered in their calling
to be the shepherd of the flock of God by the strife and
division that arises through the “governing board” of sheep
that would dictate to the shepherd as to direction in which
he should lead the church. Isn’t there something wrong with
that picture? Who ever saw a shepherd being told by his
flock what he should do?
The simple fact is that in the natural realm of this
world, sheep never dictate to the shepherd the direction he
should be leading them in, and yet in the realm of
Christianity in America, the direction which many
congregations take is determined by the sheep instead of
the shepherd, and most of the time, that will be in the
direction of the wolves, because there will be wolves in
sheep’s clothing among the flock who are intent on steering
the flock in the wrong direction.
I understand that the “governing board” (whether they
are called deacons, elders, or the church committee) in a
church was set in place to protect the church from error
creeping into the church, and that there would be some
protective measures in place against some ego - centric man
leading the sheep into error, causing them to drink of the
water of the Word that has been tainted with poison
doctrine.
That is why the congregations need to be encouraged
to be like the Bereans who searched the scriptures daily to
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see if the things that Paul and Silas preached were true
(Acts 17:10-11).
Another thing about sheep: they know how to eat
for themselves. The shepherd just needs to lead them to the
right food. You never see a shepherd spoon feeding his flock
unless that sheep is injured, and can’t eat for himself.
I personally believe that each time a pastor gets
frustrated to the point of resigning in these churches
because of the overbearing authority of the governing
church council, each succeeding pastor will have to contend
with that stronghold that has been established in that
church, until one comes along who is NOT a hireling, but
rather a true servant of the Most High God who is
determined not to be distracted by the FLESH (through
anger,
frustration,
disappointment,
bitterness
and
unforgiveness to name a few), and who will not flee when
the wolves come nipping at him or his flock through division
and strife. A true shepherd is a fighter. The bear, the lion
and the wolf are unable to coerce him into surrendering his
sheep to them.
Joh 10:12 But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.
13 The hireling fleeth, because he is a hireling, and careth not for the
sheep.
The true shepherd understands that a wolf or any other
hungry adversary doesn’t just lie down and quit. They
generally travel in packs, and look for the weakest ones in
the flock to attack. When one of the pack succeeds in finding
a weak member of the flock, two more will come and bite at
his backside, until they have hamstrung him so that he can
no longer flee.
The rod of correction must always be in the hand of the
pastor, along with the staff of direction or guidance. Those
who are given over to the work of spreading dissension in
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the church do not usually act alone. They generally work in
packs, and the shepherd must be vigilant over his flock, to
protect them from the predators that try to sneak in.
Any person who answers the call to ministry should
have an understanding that in doing so, they are literally
moving to the front lines of the battle field, and have been
identified and targeted by the enemy of their soul. When the
fighting gets hot and heavy in a physical battle, a soldier
can’t just stand up in the trenches and say “all right. I quit.”
The hireling can expound eloquently on Ephesians
6:12 and explain that every Christian is engaged in spiritual
warfare, but when things don’t go exactly the way that he
planned in his ministry, and his flesh begins to get
uncomfortable with his situation, he throws up his hands and
quits.
It is good to have safeguards and accountability in the
Church. I believe this was done in the early Church through
a central governing board of elders who were not just over
one congregation, but over many in the area.
In my association with the Southern Baptists on this
trip up the Mississippi River, I have been blessed to realize
that that they have a similar type of government. In one
area where we were parked, there is the Judson Association.
From my understanding, every church under the Judson
Association is autonomous (self governing), free to conduct
its business and ministry in the way the Pastor (or the sheep
that govern the local church) sees fit. The association is
designed to bring these churches under one umbrella of
accountability in a specific geographical area, so that each
church will be on the same page in regards to the major
doctrines of the Southern Baptist denomination.
From my understanding, the essential doctrines to be
agreed on are the doctrines that concern the inerrancy of
the Scriptures, the completed Work of Christ on the cross
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(eternal Security of the believer), and the doctrine of the
Trinity. As long as a church agrees on these basic essentials,
they will be considered a part of the Association of Southern
Baptists.
This appears to me to be a working model of how the
Church should function, but from what I have seen in my
travels over the past 16 years, those churches that have a
“governing board” of sheep who hold sway over a pastor are
in error and pave the way for division. It is ridiculous to
think that the shepherd should be voted out by his flock.
If he is in error, the Association should be made aware
of it, and “apostles” or elders should be sent out to see if
there is indeed error on the part of the pastor or if there is
rebellion in the ranks, and the problem can be dealt with
accordingly.
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CHAPTER 2
Renegade Sheep: Deacon And Elder Boards In The
Church - Are They Scriptural?
Typically, most people who expound on the book of the
Revelation of Jesus Christ erroneously refer to Chapters 2
and 3 as “letters to the seven churches”. But as I pointed
out earlier in my introduction, while verse 4 of chapter one
says “John to the seven churches which are in Asia”, in
chapters 2 and 3, we can see that these letters were
written to the “angels” of those individual churches:
Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write;
And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;
And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write;
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write;
And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write;
And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans
write;
We can see that these “angels” who were addressed in
chapters 2 and 3 were not heavenly angels because of the
fact that some of them are told that they must repent of
their sin before God (2:5, 16; 3:3, 19). According to
Thayer’s lexicon of the Greek language, the word “angel” in
the Greek actually means “a messenger, envoy, one who is
sent, an angel, a messenger from God.” One of the
definitions given in Strong’s Greek dictionary says “by
implication, a pastor”.
To further illustrate to the reader that the “angels” in
Revelation 2 and 3 were not heavenly angels, I would like
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to draw your attention to the time Jesus used this Greek
word when he spoke of John the Baptist (translated as
“messenger”):
Mat 11:10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my
messenger (angel) before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
(Mark 1:2, Lk 7:27).
Other places where we can find this word translated as
“messengers” are Luke 7:24, 2 Cor 12:7, and James
2:25.
The fact that these letters are written to individuals,
and NOT to the churches as so many errantly assume, would
indicate that a large number of books and commentaries
concerning the Book of Revelation are founded on faulty
reasoning. Many who espouse the doctrine of the “pretribulation” rapture see these letters “to the churches” as
dispensational ages of the Church. But since they are NOT
letters to the churches, but to individuals, one would have to
question the validity of this position.
As I said earlier, I personally believe that in each one of
these messengers can be seen the different spiritual
conditions of those ministers who lead the flock of God
today, whether they be pastors, prophets, teachers,
evangelists, or apostles.
Some of the ministers addressed by our Lord here are
hirelings, and are called to repent of their evil ways. Others
are not told to repent, but are warned about the error that is
creeping into their congregation. Others are commended for
their diligence in being good stewards of the Grace of God.
Again, those leaders who have ears to hear the
Lord’s call to repentance will be able to hear what the
Spirit says to the churches, and will be able to teach
the churches the unadulterated Truth of the Word of
God without compromise or apology.
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God’s attitude toward those who lead His people has
never changed. There is a grave responsibility that comes
with the call to ministry. Yet in His Mercy and Justice, He has
always pleaded with those who misuse the office He has
called them to:

Jer 2:7 And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof
and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made
mine heritage an abomination.
8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law
knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets
prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.
9 Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your
children's children will I plead.
Jer 10:19 Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly
this is a grief, and I must bear it.
20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are
gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any
more, and to set up my curtains.
21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD:
therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.
Jer 12:10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my
portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate
wilderness.
11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the
whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.
In John 15, the Lord refers to Himself as the Vine, His
followers as the branches, and the Father as the husband
man. Just as the Pastors in Jeremiah’s day were destroying
God’s vineyard (His people), the same thing is happening
today by much of the Leadership of the Church, and it
seems that none lays it to heart, none see the Parallel to
John 15 and this passage in Jeremiah, each man building
his own kingdom instead of the Kingdom of God.
Jer 23:1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! saith the LORD.
2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed
my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not
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visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the
LORD.
3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I
have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be
fruitful and increase.
4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the
LORD.
As we can see in chapters 2 and 3 of the book of
Revelation, He is still pleading with the leadership of His
people, but with His plea comes a stern warning to repent to
each of those wayward ministers.
In the Letter to the messenger (pastor, prophet,
apostle, teacher or evangelist) of the church in Thyratira, we
see that the Lord says that He has a few things against him,
because he “suffers that woman Jezebel to teach and
seduce His servants to commit fornication and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols.”
In the Book of Acts, the consensus of the leadership
of the Church was that the Gentiles who came to God
through Christ were to be taught that they were to abstain
from meats offered to idols, and from blood, from things
strangled, and from fornication (Acts 15:19-20, 29), yet in
the letter to the messenger of the church in Thyratira, the
Lord rebukes him for “allowing Jezebel to come in and to
seduce His People into committing fornication and to eat
things sacrificed to idols.”
Seduction is an occurrence that takes place in the
mind. The most common form of seduction that we think of
when we see the word “seduce” is the sexual seduction
between a man and a woman, in which one may persuade
the other through flattery, suggestive clothing, or some
other deception, to compromise their sense of what is
morally right and to surrender their chastity.
But seduction isn’t just about sexual issues. Seduction
is defined by Webster as
“The act of seducing or of
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enticing from the path of duty”, which was the case here
in Thyratira.
The Word of God states that the things that happened
in the history of the Israelites were written for our
examples, that we shouldn’t fall prey to the same error as
they did (1 Cor 10:7-13, 2 Tim 3:16). I believe we can
learn about this Jezebel spirit by looking at what the
scriptures have to say about Jezebel, so before we delve into
this subject, let’s determine what the Jezebel of the Bible
did, and then we can more clearly see how the Jezebel spirit
works to seduce the congregation of a church through
individuals who are controlled by that spirit:
1) She cut off the prophets of the Lord by having them
killed (1 Ki 18:4, 13), and seduced Israel to follow after her
whims instead of submitting to the Will of God.
2) She SEDUCED Ahab to abuse his office of authority as
king of Israel to acquire that which he coveted after, even if
it meant destroying another person to do so (1 Ki 21:1-16).
3) She SEDUCED the king Ahab to embrace another religion
as another way to God (1 Ki 16:31)
4) She was given to vanity, and used her femininity as a
device to get her way (2 Kings 9:30).
5) She misused scripture to attempt to maintain her
Authority, and to discourage others from applying
themselves to the Word (2 Kings 9:31).
Now let’s look at how these 5 characteristics of Jezebel apply
spiritually to some of the churches in America today.
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1) She Cut Off The Prophets Of The Lord By Having Them
Killed (1 Ki 18:4, 13).

As I said earlier, many books have been written
regarding what the Jezebel spirit is, but I believe ONE OF
THE AREAS in which this spirit works is in the area of deacon
boards and “church governing bodies”.
Biblically, I believe the deacon or any other minister
operating in the function of the New Testament Church is a
type of the Levite of the Old Testament.
The Levites served to keep order in the temple. They
were the singers, they kept track of the finances and the
offerings, and they kept the maintenance of the temple.
They were in charge of the temple or the tabernacle
furnishings (Num 3:6-51). But they never were intended to
tell the priest what he should do in his service to the Lord.
I believe that the parallel of the Levite today is anyone
who has a place in ministry in the church, and who aids the
pastor in his ministry. This includes the ushers, the
“deacons”, the elders, the greeters, the choir, the musicians,
the janitors, the secretaries, and the accountants. Every
person who operates in the capacity of aiding the church to
function, are the “Levites” of the ministry, including the
pastor himself.
Whatever capacity they operate in should be
considered as service to the Lord, and as such, it is a
privilege. The Levites were to do their part to ensure that
the ministry functioned properly.
As I have already stated, deacons are a type of New
Testament Levite. But nowhere in the Word of God do I see
that the deacons were elevated to a position of determining
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the direction a church should go, or to vote a pastor in or
out of the position that only God can call him to.
THE SHOCKING REVELATION OF WHO A DEACON IS
The Greek word translated as “deacon” is translated
elsewhere as “minister” in the idea of servitude to others
(Matt 4:11, 8:15, 20:28, 25:44, 27:55, Luke 8:3, etc.
[minister, ministered, ministering]); Luke 10:40, 12:37,
17:8, 22:26; John 12:26, etc. [serve]). These are just a
few places where this word is used.
We see this word used in Acts 6:2 and translated as
“serve” in regard to the seven who were appointed to take
care of the daily ministration ( another form of the word
deacon:
diakonia dee-ak-on-ee'-ah From
G1249; attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively
(eleemosynary) aid, (official) service (especially of the
Christian teacher, or technically of the diaconate): - (ad-)
minister (-ing, -tration, -try), office, relief, service (-ing).
Strong's Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries) to the widows, to
“serve” tables in order to free up the apostles to study the
Word and pray, and be about the business of equipping the
church .
Simply put, the Greek word for “deacon” is translated
elsewhere variously as serve, servant, minister, ministering,
and ministration.
The apostles appointed seven men to specifically
minister to the widows and to serve the tables.
Despite the traditional concept in the Church world
today, the word “deacon” refers to all who are in
ministry. To see this more clearly we can see that Paul
used the word in reference to himself (minister Gr.:
diakonos):
Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made
a minister (diakonos – “deacon”)
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See also 1 Cor 3:5; 2 Cor 3:6, 6:4, 11:23; Eph 3:7;
Col 1:23, 25.
This word was even used in reference to Jesus Christ:
Rom 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister (diakonos –
“deacon”) of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers:
Our typical standard for what the requirements of a
“deacon” must be uses this same word:
1Ti 3:8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not
given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a
deacon, being found blameless.
11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful
in all things.
12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children
and their own houses well.
13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in
Christ Jesus.
And then in 1 Timothy 4:6, Paul uses the same word
when he tells Timothy that if he puts the brethren in
remembrance of those things he had told him, he would be a
good “minister” of Jesus Christ.
Now, what was Timothy? Was he a deacon, or was he a
pastor, an elder, a prophet, a teacher, an evangelist, or an
apostle?
The simple fact is that the instructions found in 1
Timothy 3:8-13 are requirements for all who are in ministry
(NOT JUST A POSITION ERRONEOUSLY LABELED AS
“DEACON”). In any area of ministry, the person who
ministers in whatever capacity he or she has been called to
by the Lord are to be of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost
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and wisdom, without blame, and a good representative of
the God who they serve.
I personally believe the modern day position of the
deacon, with its deacon boards and all that goes with it is
errant man-made doctrine. A little leaven leavens the whole
lump. If a congregation embraces a doctrine that has no
Biblical precedent, then it opens itself up to more error.
Although Ahab was the king, his wife influenced him to
do her will in his leadership of the nation of Israel. She had
the prophets who brought the uncompromised Word of God
killed, so she could introduce her own doctrines and agenda
into the picture. So it is with the “deaconized” church in
America.
Although the pastor is the designated “head” of the
church, the “church board” or the deacons actually govern
what happens in the church, and often kill the vision that the
pastor may have concerning the direction he believes the
Lord would have him to lead the Church by saying “we need
more tolerance in the church.” “We need more programs
that would be more appealing to the flesh.” “We need more
women in leadership.” “We need homosexuals to be a part
of the ministry.” “You preach against sin too much.” “You
talk too much about the ‘Blood’ – some people find that
offensive.” “You need to be more conscious of the time when
you preach. You are going way over the reasonable limit!”
“You’re not doing things like the last pastor did, and we
don’t appreciate the changes that you are making.” “We
don’t like your choice of clothing.” “You need to lose the
goatee.” “We can’t afford to do all these outreaches to the
neighborhood that you are planning to do. We need the
money to buy a nice sign for the church.”
I personally believe that because of the lack of
scriptural precedence for their existence, these “deacon
boards” and “governing bodies” are subject to being given
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over to the Jezebel spirit that tries to usurp the Authority
that the Lord has placed over His flock.
Because of these governing sheep, the wolves of Satan
can and do come in and work strife and division in the body
and the work of the shepherd will be hindered.
The problem is that there are too many shepherds who
are mere hirelings and don’t want to contend for the Lord’s
flock in the face of adversity when the wolves come.
Because they are hirelings, they don’t have a personal
investment in the sheep, and when it gets too intense for
their personal comfort, they resign, instead of taking on the
wolves and calling them for what they are.

BUT IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT THE DEACONS!
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CHAPTER 3
The Minister Who Has Been Given Over To The Jezebel
Spirit
Another trait of Jezebel is:
2) She persuaded Ahab to misuse his office of authority as
king of Israel to acquire that which he coveted after, even if
it meant destroying another person to do so (1 Ki 21:1-16).
On the other side of the coin, we can see that there are
pastors, evangelists, prophets, teachers, and apostles who
are taken over by the Jezebel spirit as well. These are
ministers who are domineering, and who lord it over the
flock, always demanding complete submission of their flock.
From our study of Jezebel, we can see that she did things
“her way”, and demanded submission to her will, and
compliance to her rules.
These ministers prefer the titles and the honor
associated with their position, and they insist on being
referred to as “Pastor” or “Bishop” or some such title. These
two traits (abusing their God-given authority and
demanding honor and respect from others) generally go
hand in hand with one another. When Ahab couldn’t get
Naboth’s vineyard, Jezebel reminded him who he was. He
was the king of Israel. He need not worry…she would give
him what he wanted.
1Ki 21:7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the
kingdom of Israel? Arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will
give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.
The minister who has been overtaken by this Jezebel
spirit behaves as if he is the ultimate authority on truth, and
points a critical finger at any other churches or ministries in

55

his area; particularly those that are more successful than
his.
He will constantly harp on everyone’s error, joining the
Accuser of the Brethren against the Church. His attitude will
be to find fault in almost every other ministry out there who
doesn’t do things exactly like he does, rather than working
toward bringing reconciliation between them and God.
He will not hesitate to call names and bring the
character of other ministries into question. Jezebel sought to
destroy all the prophets of the Lord who did not comply with
her beliefs, and so it is with those ministers that she
controls.
Just as Jezebel sought to kill the prophets and the
servants of the Lord, these self righteous ministers who
believe everyone else is in error and need to be condemned
for their error seek to destroy the reputation and the name
of other ministries by pointing the finger and publicly
denouncing them.
THE GOAL OF JEZEBEL IS TO KEEP THE WORK OF GOD
FROM EFFECTIVELY PROSPERING IN AN AREA.
One of the ways this is done is through divisive
teaching, or through ministers that are intent on building
their own kingdom and getting a name for themselves at the
expense of the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.
There is a well known ministry that has a radio
program in a certain city that I have worked in. Instead of
focusing on doctrine to edify and build up the body of Christ,
they devote an hour and a half to a program that names
other ministries and their perceived departure from the
gospel message.
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Several years ago, the pastor of this ministry had fallen
into sin and his sin was exposed by another pastor. Where
forgiveness and restoration could have occurred in his heart
toward the pastor who had exposed his sin, and toward
those in the leadership who demanded that he step down for
a season, Jezebel got her hands into his ministry, and the
fruit of this is a critical spirit that comes out against other
pastors and ministers who don’t do things exactly the way
he or his wife or his staff thinks they should.
Before he fell, he had a great following of people who
looked up to him, and I believe the sin of Pride got hold of
him. When he fell, many people fell away, having become
disillusioned with Christianity, because either consciously or
subconsciously, they had elevated this man to the position
of their savior. To this day on the streets, I meet people who
tell me they turned away from Christianity when this man
fell. People still fall away today because of this man’s
ministry and the division and strife that it causes between
the body of Christ.
The root of bitterness hasn’t been purged from his soul,
which is very evident if you listen for a while to his
preaching, and that bitterness has also taken over his wife
and his son, who host the radio program. I believe that
because of the pain and humiliation that they had to
undergo through the scandal that involved the man, this
woman and her son have been overcome by the spirit of
Jezebel and through their “ministry” have defiled many with
the same critical spirit that possesses them.
They justify the program content by saying that they
are “contending for the faith”, but they are actually
defiling many with the same critical spirit that Jezebel has
infected them with.
While it is right to contend for the faith, and to expose
errant doctrine, the Jezebel that works in a ministry like this
seeks to tear down and destroy the name of every person
who may have attained some kind of recognition in an area
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of ministry. The simple truth is that we are all subject to
error, and if we see a brother or sister who is in error, we
should seek to restore them in a spirit of meekness. While
they are occupied in naming names and pointing the finger
at these ministers, they end up sowing confusion and
discord, and cause many people to fall away from
Christianity altogether. Many people on the streets point to
the divisiveness in the Church as a primary reason for not
believing that Christianity is the true Way to eternal life.
There are many ministries who operate in the same
fashion as this one does. Preachers preach sermons from the
pulpit about this denomination or that denomination, that
preacher down the street, or that ministry.
I once went to a church in a town in Nebraska where
the pastor mentioned another pastor by name, and how he
saw a woman’s bicycle outside the pastor’s house while the
pastor’s wife was away, and from that he deduced that the
pastor was involved in an adulterous affair with a woman.
No doubt the gossip hit the streets concerning that pastor
and the affair he was having while his wife was gone. I
spoke with the pastor afterward concerning this issue, telling
him that what he did was to make an unfounded accusation
toward another minister, and he got mad at me and began
attacking me and the ministry the Lord has entrusted me
with. Jezebel was alive and well in this pastor, and had
succeeded in using him to begin to destroy a servant of the
Lord’s reputation.
Jesus told a parable concerning the damage that can be
done through the ministries of well meaning but deceived
people who take it upon themselves to “weed out the errors”
in the Church.
Mat 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way.
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26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then
appeared the tares also.
27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not
thou sow good seed in thy field? From whence then hath it tares?
28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him,
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the
wheat with them.
30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will
say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
The problem with so many of these fault finding
ministries is that as they point the finger and accuse other
ministries, whether they are right or wrong in their
assessment, they end up rooting up and destroying other
Christians in the process. They rarely will go to the
“offender” and speak to him in a spirit of meekness in an
attempt to see him restored. They would rather just blast
and criticize him and drag his name through the mud.
Some young Christians who belong to the ministry that
is being attacked may get wind of this slander and become
convinced that it is true and fall away because they had put
so much store in their pastor, who they thought was a man
of God. If they can’t trust him, they may reason, who can
they trust? Many Christians today are forsaking fellowship
with other Christians because of this very issue, and become
easy prey for the wolves of Satan who are looking for the
stray sheep of the flock.
Ahab’s jealousy of Naboth arose out of covetousness
for Naboth’s vineyard, and Jezebel conspired to destroy the
name and the character of Naboth, so Ahab could get the
vineyard. In like fashion, ministries that are taken over by
that Jezebel seek to destroy the name and the character of
any successful minister outside of their own influence in
order to steal their sheep, and to profit from the support
they get as a result of gaining new members. Jezebel is
about fame, power, recognition, and wealth.
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There are whole denominations where you can see this
aspect of Jezebel at work.
They boast that they are unique in ministry in that they
preach the “message of the cross”, but in their pursuit of
other men’s vineyards, they actually pervert the message of
the cross.
The cross is about reconciliation between God
and man through the finished Work of Jesus Christ.
The cross is about the love of God for humanity, and
His desire to see His children to become reflections of
that love by being ministers of reconciliation. Just as
it is about the love of God for humanity, the message
of the cross is about the children of God walking in
love toward one another, as well.
Joh 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another;
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another.
Preaching the cross is not about sowing seeds of
discord and strife, or pointing the finger and making
accusations in order to tear down others. The cross is not
about building a name for ourselves (many ministries
influenced by Jezebel are called by the name of the minister
that heads it up, like “Billy Bob ministries”), but it’s about
furthering the Name that is above every Name, the Name of
Jesus Christ. Jezebel sought to build a name for herself, and
she succeeded. Her name is now a byword for every foul
thing that opposes men and women of God and those who
seek to further His Kingdom.
Mar 9:38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out
devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbade him, because he
followeth not us.
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39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a
miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me.
40 For he that is not against us is on our part.
This is not to say that we are to embrace errant
doctrine, or that we should just ignore it. The Bible has a
prescription for this:
Gal 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted.
While I address errant doctrine in this book, I won’t
name names or seek to destroy the ministries of others in
the process. It is my prayer that those who have bought into
the error will see it for what it is, and turn away from it so
true revival can take place in this nation.
REFORMATION,
NOT
CONDEMNATION;
RECONCILIATION, NOT EXCOMMUNICATION IS THE
DESIRE OF OUR LORD TOWARD HIS CHURCH.
The problem is that those who have been seduced and
controlled by Jezebel are intent in destroying instead of
restoring. They are not spiritual, nor are they meek; and
though they have a form of godliness, they deny its power
through the divisiveness that they sow.
1Co 13:2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
I have heard the ministers of the radio program I
mentioned earlier make reference many times to a person or
a group of people as “idiots” or some other degrading name.
It is obvious that this is a manifestation of the bitterness
that has taken residence in their soul.
There are many people who have bought into their
critical ways, becoming bedfellows with this Jezebel, and
shutting up the furtherance of the Kingdom of God in their
area through perpetrating division and strife among the
Body of Christ.
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JEZEBEL RESISTS THE FURTHERANCE OF GOD’S
KINGDOM, AND SEEKS INSTEAD TO ESTABLISH A MAN
CENTERED KINGDOM, CATERING TO THE WILL OF THE
FLESH, RATHER THAN THE WILL OF GOD.
In presenting themselves as the standard of truth that
people should listen to, Jezebel’s ministers cause the people
to look up to them and to give glory to them, in effect
causing their listeners to go after other gods (themselves).
The Bible refers to going after other gods as fornication or
spiritual adultery. In exalting themselves above others by
pointing the finger and accusing the brethren in order to
gain support from other men’s vineyards, they make
themselves gods.
God alone is the Righteous Judge, yet these ministers
take the Almighty’s place and stand in judgment of
individual Christian ministries, causing division and
drumming up a following for themselves, like Absalom did
when he stood in the gate to counsel those who had a
controversy, and eventually stole the hearts of the people
from king David.
2Sa 15:3 And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right;
but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee.
4 Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every
man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him
justice!
5 And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance,
he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him.
6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for
judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.
Jezebel was about fame, power, recognition, and
wealth; and she didn’t hesitate to destroy others in her
quest for it – and her ministers are identified by the same
traits.
One thing needs to be understood here. The minister of
the gospel who has been overtaken by the spirit of Jezebel
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doesn’t wake up one day and say, “You know, I think I am
going to allow myself to be taken over by Jezebel today.”
They don’t even know that they have been overtaken by
that spiritual stronghold, but generally their pride will
prevent them from receiving gentle correction from a
brother or sister who would want to see them restored.
Their attitude will be “Well, I have been in the ministry
for fifty years (or whatever their case may be), and I believe
that I can hear from God myself, so why do you suppose He
needs to send someone like you my way to give me a Word
from the Lord?” They will be sincere in their belief that their
reasoning is true, but Jezebel will continue to seduce them
into believing they are doing the Work of the Lord while they
build their kingdom, and tear His Kingdom down through
spreading seeds of strife and discord in the Body of Christ.
But regardless of the obstacle of pride that may be a
very real hindrance to keep them from seeing their error,
when we see a minister or a Christian who has been taken
over by the error that this Jezebel spirit perpetrates, the
Christian who is walking in the Love of the Lord is to seek for
a way to minister restoration to them. The Christian who is
reading this should have a desire to pray for the pastor that
I mentioned earlier, as well as for his wife and son (and any
other ministry like this), that their eyes would be opened,
and that they would break free of that Jezebel that has
gotten dominion over them. They truly have a wonderful
opportunity to further the Kingdom of God, and to bring the
Body of Christ into unity, if they would only repent of their
divisiveness.
Bitterness and/or Pride is generally at the root of
this stronghold, and unless that root is recognized by the
one it has taken hold of through honest self examination,
and unless sincere confession is made of its’ existence in the
individual’s life, the strong man called Jezebel will not be
effectively bound and the stronghold will remain,
manifesting itself in some other way, perhaps by going to
the other extreme and embracing all religions.

63

Which brings me to the next area that Jezebel
works in…

2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness?
15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.
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CHAPTER 4
JEZEBEL AND THE INTERFAITH MOVEMENT WITHIN
THE CHURCH
2) Jezebel caused the king Ahab to embrace another
religion as another way to God (1 Ki 16:31)
God had warned the Israelites not take wives from the
people of other countries, because they would cause them to
turn away from their God, to go after other gods (Deu
7:3,4). There are several instances in the Bible where this
very thing occurred; one example being that of Ahab.
God’s command concerning the heathens who served
other gods was this:
Deu 7:5 But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and
break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven
images with fire.
6 For thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God
hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that
are upon the face of the earth.
Deu 7:25 The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt
not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou
be snared therein: for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God.
26 Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a
cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly
abhor it; for it is a cursed thing
In the Ten Commandments that God gave His people,
He declared Himself to be a jealous God. He hasn’t changed,
and the admonition to be separate from the world pertains
to the Christians of the New Covenant as much as it did to
the Jews of the Old.
2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness?
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15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.
Jam 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of
the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God.
Because Ahab the king had taken a wife from among
the heathen, his heart was turned away from the Way of Life
to embrace the gods that his wife served. In the same way,
many pastors in the professing Church have embraced an
interfaith philosophy, and have compromised the Word of
God that says we must not do such a thing.
Leaders of many different Christian denominations are
compromising in varying degrees with other religions,
embracing the world’s view that all paths lead to God, and
this is a clear indication of Jezebel at work in a church.
The leader of the Anglican Church, the Archbishop of
Canterbury is a practicing Druid, and has sought to convince
the church to believe that a person can be both a Druid and
a Christian at the same time. This is absolute nonsense, and
is akin to saying that a person can be a Christian Satanist.
But that’s not to say that the Anglican Church is of the devil.
There are some within the Anglican Church who oppose the
liberal apostasy that is taking place, and who are very vocal
about it.
In His Word to the messenger of the church in
Thyratira, the Lord says that there were some in the church
who had not embraced the doctrine of Jezebel and her
deception, and who have not known the depths of Satan.
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This is also true of the Anglican, the Episcopalian, and
other denominations who are gradually apostatizing from
the Word of God. Much of the leadership of these churches
are similar to the messenger of the Church in Sardis, who
has a name that he lives but is dead. But just as it was the
case in Sardis, there are those who are in those churches
who are lifting up their voices in opposition to the
compromise of the Word of God. They remain in their
churches because they are seeking REFORMATION for the
Church.
Rev 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith
he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works,
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain that are ready to die:
for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his angels.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
The simple fact of the matter is that Muslims are killing
Christians and Jews, blowing themselves up and taking as
many people with them as they can in the name of their
god, Allah. And that is not just a small radical group that is
doing this. Their “holy” book, the Koran teaches that all
“infidels” or “Unbelievers” (non - Muslims) are to be brought
into subjection to Islam, including Jews or Christians.
One passage from the Koran reads like this:
“Fight those who believe not in Allah or the Last Day,
nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by
Allah and his apostle (Muhammad), nor acknowledge
the religion of truth (Islam) even if they are of the
people of the Book (Jews and Christians), until they
pay the Jizya (a tax on all non-muslims) with willing
submission and feel themselves subdued.” Sura 9:29.
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There are other passages in the Koran that show that
the god of Islam is opposed to the God of the Christian and
the Jew, and as such, the Jews and Christians are to be
beaten into submission to Allah or else killed. The Koran
denies that Jesus is God’s Son, and yet many leaders or
messengers in the Christian Church are encouraging their
congregations to embrace interfaith association with
adherents of the anti-Christ religion of Islam. The interfaith
movement in the Christian church is the spirit of Jezebel at
work.
A “Christianized” form of Yoga is being taught in some
churches.
Jezebel has led other churches to explain away a literal
interpretation of the Bible, and to embrace a type of
“evolutionary creation” theory in which they compromise the
Word of God, and deny that the world was formed by God in
six literal days.
Hindus are also persecuting Christians and killing them
in India. Yet interfaith Jezebel-controlled pastors and
ministers also embrace Hinduism, and dozens of other
“isms” that are not of God, and as a result, they bring in the
ISM that God doesn’t want: Schism in the Church of God.
We are to have the attitude that God wants us to have
toward other religions: NO COMPROMISE. Our goal should
and must be always to desire that adherents of other
religions come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and to understand that Jesus Christ Himself declared
that NO ONE could come to the Father but through Him.
While other religions spread their faith with swords and
guns, Christians are taught to spread the Truth of God with
the Love of God and a genuine concern for their souls.
The problem is that there are some who have confused
the interfaith movement and inter-denominational
fellowship as being the same thing, and as a result, the
Church is being torn apart because of this division that is
taking place in its ranks.
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Eph 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love;
3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling;
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all.
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ.
Those ministers of God who have not embraced the
interfaith movement are hesitant to unite together in an
interdenominational stand against these abominations to lift
up a standard of Righteousness in our neighborhoods and in
our Nation, because they are suspicious of each other, or
because as we have seen in the previous study, they are too
concerned about building their own kingdom.
If the ministers of God in America would repent of
pursuing after their own agendas, and unite to stand up for
Righteousness in the Church and in our country, great things
would take place, because the Lord promised it would be so.

Every year at Mardi Gras, hundreds of Christians from
every denomination go to New Orleans to unite together in
winning souls to Jesus Christ, and every year, each of those
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Christians have wonderful testimonies of how God used
them to see people saved and delivered from the power of
sin, because they put aside their own denominational
differences, and have united as one Body to evangelize the
lost. There is Power in Unity, and the enemy of the gospel of
Christ knows that, so he strives to bring division into the
Body any way he can. Jesus Himself said a house divided
cannot stand, and Satan does every thing he can to ensure
that Christians remain divided.

Great Authority is promised to those who do not compromise
the Word of God, and who will not suffer that Jezebel to
teach and seduce the servants of the Most High God to
embrace other religions as viable alternatives to Christianity.
Rev 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to
him will I give power over the nations:
27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
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JEZEBEL’S AGENDA IS TO SILENCE THE BODY OF CHRIST
AND TO KEEP THE CHRISTIANS AT HOME OR BEHIND THE
FOUR WALLS OF THE CHURCH, WHILE THE REST OF THE
WORLD IS ON A BROAD ROAD TO HELL.
Tell me, dear reader… have you bought into Jezebel’s
agenda?
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CHAPTER 5
The Jezebel Spirit Allures The Unsuspecting To
Pursue After The Works Of The Flesh.
The next characteristic of Jezebel is:
3) She was given to vanity, and used her femininity as a
device to get her way (2 Kings 9:30).
2Ki 9:30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she
painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.
So, in your ministry or church there is no deacon
board, the pastor is about uniting the Church, and rightly
divides the Word of Truth, refusing to partake in any
interfaith nonsense. It still doesn’t mean that he is
completely free of the Jezebel influence in his church.
If Jezebel cannot work division through the church
government or through making petty doctrinal differences
seem like irreconcilable heresies, or by convincing pastors
that they should become unequally yoked with pagan and
heathen religions; this spirit will attempt to allure a minister
of the gospel to yield to the flesh OR TO CONDONE CARNAL
BEHAVIOR IN THE CHURCH.
It appears to me that Jezebel knew she was in trouble
when she got word that Jehu was coming, and she sought to
protect her interests through appealing to Jehu by her
appearance. The Word of God says that she put on some
makeup and fixed her hair when she heard that Jehu was
coming. She wanted to seduce him into becoming her ally
through appealing to his flesh.

72

Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would.
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies,
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Bibles are being written that are “gender neutral” to
appease the feminists in the church.
Although I haven’t seen it myself, I have heard that
Hymnals in some churches no longer mention the Blood of
Jesus Christ or the cross because some people find it too
offensive. The way some denominations in the Church are
going today, it doesn’t take a real stretch of the imagination
to believe this is true.
Christians in America have been seduced by the
technological advances that have been made in this country
to the point where their faith is more in man’s ability rather
than the Name of Jesus Christ. Let me illustrate what I
mean:
I personally believe that most personality disorders
labeled as schizophrenia, manic depressive or A.D.D. have
their roots in the spiritual arena, and must be dealt with in
that manner, rather than by medicating it away. Now, that
notion will be scoffed at by the majority of people in our
society, including Christians, because their faith is more in
the accomplishments of the flesh rather than the finished
Work of Jesus Christ. Whenever we try to solve a problem
by anything outside of Jesus Christ, we are opening
ourselves up to defeat.
Often Biblical discipline will take care of the “Attention
Deficit Disorder” in a child.
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The answer to every problem these days seems to be
to medicate it away, instead of turning to Jesus for
deliverance. As a result, the majority of Christians have a
form of godliness, but because they rely on the
achievements of men instead of God’s Intervention, they
deny the Power of God.
The word translated as “Sorcery” in the Bible is the
Greek word “Pharmakeia”, from which we get the English
word “pharmacy”.
Ever since I realized this nugget of Truth, I have always
thought that it was an incredible Proof of the inerrancy of
God’s Holy Word that two thousand years ago, the Word of
God prophesied of the wide spread drug use that would
occur in the last days:
Rev 9:20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues
yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries
(pharmakeia), nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
What a testimony of the Truth of God’s Holy Word! The
world today is being inundated with pharmaceuticals. The
masses are being medicated into complacency and
indifference concerning their faith toward God.
Homosexuals are being ordained in ministry. Some
churches are conducting homosexual marriages. Some
professing Christians believe this is O.K. All of this and more
are a result of the Jezebel Spirit that has pervaded the
church. The flesh has preeminence over the Holy Spirit in
much of the church today, because of unwillingness on the
part of ministers to address the issues of sin in the church
for fear of losing their numbers. We will look at some of
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these issues that desperately need to be addressed in the
Church.

ADULTERY
Divorce runs rampant in the Church of America today,
and ministers of the gospel perform weddings for Christians
who have been previously married. Sometimes a minister
will even counsel a person to get a divorce. Those who are in
ministry have gotten divorces themselves, and have
remarried, and still conduct their ministry with little regard
to the Word of God, because their flesh and their “feelings”
play too big a part in their lives. These ministers have been
deceived by the Spirit of Jezebel, and because they put their
stamp of approval on divorce, they teach and seduce the
servants of the Lord to commit fornication through their
example.
Jesus said:
Mat 19:8 … “Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to
put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.
9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
The root of this problem in the Church is compromise.
Because spiritual adultery is prevalent in the body of Christ
in America today, this physical adultery is running amok in
the Church. Polls have shown that the divorce rate among
Christians is just as high if not higher than that of nonChristians. It hasn’t always been so. Tolerance of sin,
“seeker friendly”* churches, and other forms of
compromise in the church at large has resulted in a watered
down gospel that won’t address the sin that is rampant in
the Church (See appendix 1 for more on divorce and
remarriage).
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When Jezebel had cut off the prophets of God and
replaced them with her own, she created a drought of the
Spirit of God from working in Israel, and the Judgment of
God upon Israel manifested itself in Israel in the form of a
drought.
Jam 5:17 Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.
That the physical condition of a nation is a
manifestation of the spiritual condition of the people in that
land can be seen most clearly in Hosea:
Hos 4:12 My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth
unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they
have gone a whoring from under their God.
13 They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the
hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good:
therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall
commit adultery.
Because they were given to spiritual adultery in
pursuing after other gods, the spirit of whoredoms had
taken them over, and as a result, their children were given
over to fornication, and husbands and wives were given to
adultery. I can’t tell you how many teenagers I meet who
have been raised in Christian households who are sexually
active, and in open rebellion against their parents.
Jezebel has crept into the Church in America, and
because the leadership has embraced her, divorce and
immorality has gained a great foot hold in the church.
FORNICATION
There are couples in the Church in America today who
live together, but who have never been married. Many
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pastors won’t even address the sin for fear of losing the
money that is generated by this person’s giving. Again, this
is an indication that the Jezebel spirit prevails in these
ministries. As we have seen, conformity to the world is also
a type of fornication in the eyes of God.
UNCLEANNESS
1 Thessalonians 4:7 says “For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” The word “for” here
refers to the previous verses which define what
“uncleanness” is. In verses 3-6, we can see that the Biblical
definition of “Uncleanness” entails fornication, lust or a
strong desire for those things that are forbidden to the
Christian regarding the world.
Uncleanness also means taking advantage of others in
order to get gain (see 1 Thess 4:6, and also 2 Cor 12:1718, Eph 4:19). Many in the ministry have learned to
manipulate people to acquire money. Sometimes you will
hear them say something like “you need to give a gift
worthy of the blessing you hope to receive. If you give a
dollar, you can expect a dollar’s worth of blessing. If you
give a thousand dollars, you will receive more of a blessing!”
This is tantamount to the Catholic practice of selling
indulgences that prompted Martin Luther to call for reform in
the Church.
These ministers appeal to the flesh through their
unclean motives. Remember how Jezebel encouraged Ahab
to abuse his authority to get Naboth’s vineyard.
LASCIVIOUSNESS
Lasciviousness is defined as:
Aselgeia: Thayer Definition: 1) unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness,
lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence
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Jud 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Jezebel appeals through carnal reasoning and logic. “I
am just a sinner saved by Grace” is one of her favorite catch
phrases, and those who are under her influence are quick to
justify their sin by quoting that phrase.
Adultery is justified by a person reasoning to
themselves that surely God won’t condemn them for loving
someone else’s spouse.
Fornication is justified by “well, at least I’m not a
homosexual”.
Homosexuality is justified by “Well, God made me this
way, and He won’t condemn me for loving somebody.”
Drug addiction, drunkenness or any other addiction is
justified by a thousand different excuses, usually pointing to
someone else.
Gluttony is justified by “well, I just like the taste of
food”, or “I was born this way”. There is some truth to the
latter statement. We were all born into sin. But we CAN and
MUST repent of our sin.
Any excess on a professing Christian’s part is excused
through self justification, yet these excesses are termed
lasciviousness in the Word of God. Through causing Israel to
go after other gods, Jezebel introduced the nation to
lasciviousness.
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IDOLATRY
There is a gospel of “sanctified covetousness” that is
being preached in the churches throughout America, by men
and women who profess to be “Faith” or “Word of Faith”
teachers. The Bible labels covetousness as idolatry. Jezebel
moved the nation of Israel to depart from the True God, and
to embrace idolatry, and that same spirit is deceiving the
church in America to embrace the sin of idolatry through
covetousness.
WITCHCRAFT
Concerning the Church in America, we can see a good
definition of what witchcraft would be. In 1 Samuel 15,
King Saul had been ordered by God to utterly destroy the
Amalekites and their possessions. But he disobeyed God’s
word, and compromised, sparing the king of the Amalekites,
and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs,
and everything that was good.
He only destroyed those things that were vile and
refuse, and justified himself by believing he had done as the
Lord commanded.
1Sa 15:22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams.
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
In the Church in America and in her ministers there has
been a great compromise of the Word of God. The Word
says that we are not to be conformed to this world, but to
be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Just as Saul
compromised the Word of the Lord by keeping the things
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that looked good, we have been guilty of doing the same.
The Word of the Lord says we are not to owe any one
anything, except to love one another. Yet ministries and
Christians say “I know that the Word says that, but surely
God won’t mind if we go in debt for His Ministry (by building
churches or purchasing equipment) or for our personal
comfort.”
“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.”
The Bible says that divorce and remarriage,
covetousness,
idolatry,
adultery,
homosexuality,
divisiveness, gossip, back biting, fornication, greed,
gluttony, drunkenness, lawsuits against fellow Christians,
theft, railing, extortion, uncleanness, hatred, jealousy,
murder, are sins, and that those who do such things cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God, yet like Saul, Christians pick and
choose the ones they want to get rid of, and the ones they
want to keep.
“I might gossip a little bit, but at least I don’t sleep around
on my husband!”
“I might commit adultery, or fornicate, but at least I am not
a homosexual.”
“I might get drunk once in a while, but at least I don’t steal
from any one”.
“I might be a homosexual, but at least I don’t rip people
off.”
“I might eat too much, but at least I don’t get drunk.”
It’s all rebellion against God, and it is the same as
witchcraft. Jezebel would want the people of God to be
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deceived into thinking they are all right when they are
sinning against the Holy One of Israel, but the Word of God
stands true:
1Co 6:8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.
9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.
The Word of God to His People is this:
1Co 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.
34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of
God: I speak this to your shame.
Jezebel doesn’t want Christians to know that they are
able to be victorious in their battle against personal sin. The
resulting compromise and callousness toward sin is akin to
witchcraft in the church.
Heb 12:3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.
The key word here is STRIVING. While we may find
that sin does indeed so easily beset us, we are exhorted to
lay it aside, and look to others who have overcome in their
battle against sin as our examples.
While the Jezebel minister will excuse the Christian’s
sin by saying, “Well, you can’t help it – you are just a sinner
saved by Grace”, the Minister of the Lord will encourage the
Christian to live a life of striving against sin, and striving to
live a Holy life of obedience to God. By opening up the
worship of Baal to Israel, Jezebel moved the Nation from
obedience to God to blatant disobedience.

81

SIN IN A CHRISTIAN’S LIFE SHOULD
EXCEPTION, RATHER THAN THE RULE.

BE

THE

Paul said that he himself kept his body under
subjection – bringing it into obedience to the Word of God:
1Co 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
HATRED
The word translated as “hatred” in Galatians 5:20
actually carries the meaning of hostility. If you call someone
an idiot or any other degrading name, is there any room for
love in your heart or peace between you? The world labels
people as idiots, but a child of God who is walking in the
Spirit will not call other people derogatory names. A child of
God who walks in the spirit will not exhibit hostility toward
others. Reconciliation is impossible where hostility exists.
Remember how we talked about the way Jezebel had
the Prophets of God killed? The Word of God says that the
person who hates his brother is a murderer, and no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him (1 Jn 3:15).
The ministries that are given over to a critical spirit and
who name names and accuse other Christian ministries of
not being of God cannot walk in love toward those ministers
they are criticizing. They are murdering other servants of
God through their hatred for them, and by their efforts to
destroy their vineyards. If they had genuine love for their
brothers, they would seek reconciliation instead of
condemning them.
Concerning those Christians who do things a little
differently than us, Paul had a wonderful Word for those who
would criticize them:
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Rom 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own
master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to
make him stand.
Many street evangelists and preachers that I know
exhibit open hostility toward those who are bound by sin.
Jezebel uses the hostility displayed by her puppets in the
pulpit to build up walls in the minds and hearts of the lost
against the Church of God.
Another area of hatred that is very prevalent in the
Church in America is prejudice. As much as we would love to
deny that this statement is true, racism and strongholds of
division due to the color of ones skin or because of one’s
social-economic status are alive and thriving in the Body of
Christ. For true revival to take place, it is imperative that
these strongholds come down. I have worked extensively in
the South, and I can testify that segregation amongst
Christians is most obvious on Sunday mornings.
1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
The word “Nation” used here is translated from the
Greek Word “ethnos”, from where we get our word “ethnic”
which refers to ones’ nationality or race. The Truth of the
matter is that in the world there are racial differences, but in
Jesus Christ, the one who has been Born Again is no longer
a Caucasian, an English man, an African American, a Native
American, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, German, Jew or Arab
– he is simply of the Christian race. If Christians would grasp
this concept as a reality rather than a philosophy, then the
walls that hinder us from loving one another will come down.
Many African American and Native American and other
“racial minority” Christians are still holding on to bitterness
towards the white man for the injustices they have (and in
some cases still do) suffered throughout history, but for a
Christian there should be absolutely no room for that kind of
hindrance to their walk as Christians. In like fashion, those
Caucasian Christians who have developed racial prejudices
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because of their upbringing need to get rid of them, because
in Christ, we are all the SAME RACE, regardless of the color
of our skin!
(Col 3:11) Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in
all.
VARIANCE
According to Strong’s, Variance is defined as a quarrel,
by implication, wrangling, contention, debate, and strife.
Many who are given over to the flesh are quarrelsome and
stir up strife among the believers.
EMULATIONS
The word EMULATIONS is translated elsewhere as zeal,
or envy. The word “Emulations” can carry with it a positive
or a negative connotation, depending on the context in
which the word is used, just as the word “covet” is used in a
positive or a negative sense, as in “covet earnestly the best
gifts” (1 Cor 12:31). Actually the word translated here as
“covet” and the word “Emulations” are basically the same
word.
The meaning is a strong desire that drives a person to
achieve an end for personal gain. In 1 Cor. 14:39, we are
told to covet to prophesy, or have a zeal to prophesy. In
Acts 7:9, we read that Joseph’s brothers were moved with
envy (the same word used in 1 Cor 14:39), and sold Joseph
into Egypt. They wanted to get Joseph out of the way
because they were envious of his position with his father.
They thought they would gain more favor in their father’s
eyes, if Joseph was out of the way.
When Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard, Jezebel took
occasion of his jealousy to stir up false witnesses that would
testify against Naboth, and ultimately destroy him, in the
process acquiring those things that belonged to Naboth.
Emulation works this way.
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I could go on and discuss the other works of the flesh,
WRATH, STRIFE, SEDITIONS, HERESIES, ENVYINGS,
MURDERS, DRUNKENNESS, REVELLINGS, and with
Jezebel as our example, we could see how she influences the
Church to turn to the works of the flesh in order to cause
Christians to turn away from the Truth of God, but I believe
the reader can get the idea from what has already been
discussed.

JUST AS JEZEBEL SOUGHT TO DISSUADE JEHU FROM
HIS MISSION THROUGH ATTEMPTING TO ALLURE HIM
BY HER GOOD LOOKS, THE SPIRIT OF JEZEBEL SEEKS
TO DISSUADE CHRISTIANS FROM FULFILLING THEIR
MISSION THROUGH YIELDING TO VARIOUS EXCESSES
IN THE AREAS OF THE FLESH.
The problem is that those who hold the office of
messengers to the Church will not address these issues,
except in a generic way, because they are afraid of losing
their livelihood, or if they do, they do it in such a way as to
condemn the transgressor instead of working to see him
restored in right standing with the Lord.
Which brings us to the final area in which Jezebel works
in the Church….

* Concerning my reference to “Seeker friendly” churches on page
74: I actually believe that Jesus was “seeker friendly”. Indeed, the
Word of God says that multitudes resorted to Him. We know the Word
says that God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance. I believe that the initial concept of the “seeker
friendly” philosophy was built around Paul’s words:
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1Co 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant
unto all, that I might gain the more.
20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them
that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are
under the law;
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to
God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without
law.
22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with
you.
1Co 10:32 Give none offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to
the church of God:
33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but
the profit of many, that they may be saved.
It’s a good thing to be sensitive to the needs of the people we
are called to minister to. In that sense, “seeker sensitivity” is
imperative. I believe that the Church in America is not as friendly to
seekers as she ought to be. We are to win souls for the Kingdom of
God, not drive them away!
The thing we must remember is that Paul never compromised the
Truth, nor did he soften the message of the Gospel. If “seeker friendly”
means that we must not preach against sin and that we must
compromise the message of Holiness and our responsibility of
obedience to God, then we are missing the thrust of what the Gospel
of the message of the cross is. If being seeker sensitive involves
compromise of the Gospel, we need to re-evaluate our position.

Col 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may
know how ye ought to answer every man.
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CHAPTER 6
Jezebel Misuses The Word Of God For Her Own Selfish Gain
5) She misused Scripture to attempt to maintain her
Authority, and to discourage others from applying
themselves to the Word (2 Kings 9:31).
Specifically speaking, Jezebel tried to manipulate the
prophetic word that had been spoken regarding the
judgment of God upon the house of Basha in order to benefit
herself. In 2 Ki 9:31, we read this:
2Ki 9:31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who
slew his master?
God had given a Prophetic Word to King Baasha
concerning his apostasy from the true and living God:
1Ki 16:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani
against Baasha, saying,
2 Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my
people Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made
my people Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins;
3 Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of his
house; and will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.
4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth
of his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat.
This prophetic Word of God came to pass at the hands of
a man named Zimri not too many years hence who
performed a military coup against Baasha’s son, Elah (1 Ki
16:8-13).
It appears that Jezebel realized that the fulfillment of the
prophetic word which had been spoken against her and her
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husband by the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 21:20-24) was
about to come to pass at the hands of Jehu, and she
attempted to save her skin by reminding Jehu that Zimri had
only lived for seven days after he had fulfilled the prophecy
spoken against the house of Baasha some thirty or more
years prior to this day of her reckoning (1 Kings 16:16). In
essence, she was saying that Jehu’s lot would be that of
Zimri, who, she implied, was ultimately punished by God for
killing His king.
The difference between Zimri and Jehu was that Jehu had
been anointed to become the king, and Zimri had simply
usurped the throne. But Jezebel didn’t pay attention to the
details. Her ministers today are just like her in so many
ways. They don’t pay much attention to the details of God’s
Word.
SOME INSTANCES OF MODERN DAY ABUSE OF THE
SCRIPTURES
Like Jezebel of old, the minister who is influenced by the
spirit of Jezebel will misuse or misrepresent the prophetic
word of God in order to further his own agenda. Many of
these ministers use the Word of God to build a hedge of
protection around their ungodly doctrines which seduce the
Body of Christ to pursue after the things of the world, or to
compromise their Christian walk. They do this by twisting
Scripture or uttering “Prophetic” (More like Pathetic)
pronouncements against those who would question whether
their teachings are from the Lord. One particular passage
that is used repeatedly by these ministers to silence any one
who may say that their teaching is not of God is found in
Psalm 105:15:
“Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no
harm”.
When this verse is used by the false teachers who are
under the influence of the Jezebel spirit, it means: “You
better not come against me or question me, Jack, or you will
open yourself up to all sorts of misery because my God will
get you!” Inferring, of course, that this minister is respected
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by God more than the one who would challenge his
teachings.
For the most part, it works.
Ignorant Christians stand in awe of these modern day
sorcerers who have hoodwinked them into thinking that they
are God’s special men and women of the hour and that no
one better stand against them.
But in the context of the verse, God was speaking to the
HEATHEN kings of the land, and warning them not to touch
His people, or to do them any harm. The Bereans were
careful to search the Scriptures and to see if what Paul, the
anointed man of God was saying was true. If they had found
that what he was saying was not true, I am certain that they
would have questioned him about it.
But Paul wasn’t operating in the spirit of Jezebel, so he
didn’t have to distort the Word of God to defend his position,
or to line his pockets, which brings me to another example
of why the Word of God is twisted by Jezebel’s false
teachers: For monetary gain.
We are all familiar with one of the most used Scriptures
when the time comes to pass a collection plate around:
Luk 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
This is also one of the most misused portions of Scripture
there is. The giving that Jesus is speaking of here is defined
in the previous verses.
You “give” by loving your enemies, doing good, and
lending to others, without thought of getting anything back.
You “give” by being merciful to others. You “give” by not
being judgmental, by not condemning others, and by
walking in forgiveness toward others. The key is found in
verse 31:
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Luk 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them
likewise.
While this principle found in Luke 6:38 can certainly
apply to financial matters, the main focus of this passage
isn’t about the financial gain of those people who give their
money to a ministry, yet too often this passage is used by
Jezebel’s wolves to manipulate Christians to “sow into an
‘anointed’ ministry” so they can get more money in return.
They have reduced the gospel to a kind of multi-level
marketing from the pulpit, promising hundred fold returns
for their financial gift. And the pastors stand by and do not
correct this abuse, either because they are afraid of
speaking out against “the Lord’s anointed”, or because they
are also Jezebel’s bedfellows, or because they are merely
ignorant to the Truth of God’s Word.
In all fairness I have to tell you that not everyone who
uses Luke 6:38 in this way is given over to a Jezebel Spirit.
Some people use it because “every one else uses it in this
way”, so they figure it’s a good passage to quote during the
offering time of the service.
In Revelation 2:20, we read that this "Jezebel" teaches
the children of God "to eat things sacrificed unto idols".
The Word of God identifies covetousness as idolatry.
Church in America today is immersed in covetousness.
can label it however you want, but Christians today
being taught to set their affections on the things of
world more than the things of God through the misuse
abuse of the Word of God.

The
You
are
this
and

American Christians are taught to quote the promises of
the blessings of Deuteronomy 28:3-13, which is fine – we
need to stand on the promises of God’s Word. God wants His
people to be blessed and to prosper, and not to suffer need.
He is a Wonderful Father. But while they are quoting the
promises of the blessings and claiming them for themselves,
the Jezebel spirit that seduces them to pursue after
covetousness causes them to be blind to the conditional
nature of these promises:
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Deut 28: 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments
which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high
above all nations of
the earth:
2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.
See also the last part of verse 13 &14 for more of the
same, and notice the conditional word “IF”.
The false teachers don’t spend a lot of time on the
conditions that entail “hearkening to the commandments of
the Lord,” and what it means not to go aside from any of the
words the Lord commands them… If one were to get into all
of that they would be accused of being legalistic! So the
attitude of Jezebel’s students is “I am a King’s Kid. I will not
only stand on these promises, I will demand them from my
Father, because they are His promises, and I will claim them
for myself, regardless if I am obedient to His Word or not!”
They take those first 14 verses of promises for themselves,
but they ignore the promises found in the next 53 verses
which will come upon them if they walk in disobedience to
his Word:
Deu 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his
statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come
upon thee, and overtake thee:
God has a controversy with those who misuse His Word
for their own selfish gain.
Another area where the Word of God is misused in the
Church today is to distort its Truth in order to condone sin:
Jer 7:8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.
9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn
incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not;
10 And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my
name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations?
11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in
your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.
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Jud 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Just as God had a controversy with Israel in that they
believed in lying words which said that since they were
children of the Most High God, they could steal, murder,
commit adultery, lie, burn incense unto other gods, and
follow other gods without consequence (Jer 7:8-11), so there
are false teachers today who say that since we are saved by
Grace and not by our own works, once we come to accept
Jesus in our lives, it doesn’t matter what we do because the
Blood of Jesus has it covered.
Through their teaching, they turn the Grace of God into
lasciviousness, where a person may feel good about his sin.
I have had conversations with people who tell me that they
had been led to believe that “Once your name is in the
Book, that’s it! It doesn’t matter what you do.” Their
whole interpretation of the Word and their level of obedience
to the Word of God centers around this point. Those
messengers who teach this to the new believer are like
those Pharisees that Jesus spoke of:
Mat 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass
sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
There is a condition placed on one’s salvation:

Rom 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and
in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
The condition is that IF you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shall BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART that God
has raised him from the dead, you shall be saved.
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There are a lot of people who have made a trip up to the
altar and made a confession of faith, but their heart wasn’t
in it. They just wanted a ticket to eternal life. There is a true
confession and a false confession.
Tit 1:16 They profess (same word translated as “confess” in Romans 10:9)
that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.
The condition is found in the words “If you confess with
your mouth the Lord Jesus”. Many people have accepted
Jesus Christ as a Savior, but they have not subjected
themselves to His Lordship, and you cannot have salvation
without taking Him as your Lord. You can’t accept Him as
your Savior, and let the devil be your lord. It doesn’t work
that way. But Jezebel’s doctrine seeks to contradict the
Word of God, which tells us:
Rom 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
The other condition is if you “shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”
Now the definition of what it is to believe in your heart is
found in verse 10, which says “With the heart man
believes unto righteousness.”
It is not our righteousness that has saved us, because all
of our righteousness is as filthy rags. We could never attain
to His Standard of Righteousness through our own ability.
But when we believe with our heart, a change in attitude
concerning our conduct will take place in our lives.
God has promised that He would take our hearts of stone
and make them hearts of flesh. God works a change in the
heart of the yielded soul, and the attitude of a genuine
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Christian will not be: “Well, I might lose some rewards
because of these sins that I hold on to, but at least I am in
the Lamb’s Book of Life,” yet Jezebel has taught many
Christians to say that very thing!
A
genuine
Christian
actively
pursues
after
righteousness. This doesn’t mean that he will be 100%
successful, but because he has believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, though he may fall a hundred times, he will continue
to get up, and to strive against that sin that so easily besets
him until he overcomes its grip (Heb 12:1-4). Because his
heart has been changed, he will earnestly desire to become
conformed to the image of Christ (1 Jn 2:6). He will loathe
his penchant for sin (Ez 36:31), and God will equip him to
be able to walk in obedience to the Will of God (Ez 11:19,
20), and to bring his body into subjection to the Will of God
(1 Cor 9:27).
Was Jesus an adulterer or a fornicator? Was He a liar, or a
thief? Was He materialistic, or consumed with greed? Was
Jesus a homosexual, or a drug addict or an alcoholic? No. He
was Pure and Righteous, and He came to save His people
(you and I) FROM their sins. The Word of God tells us that
because we have received Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior, sin has no more dominion over us (Rom 6:14), and
we are able to make right choices in our walk before God.
Rom 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof.
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
The person who truly believes with his heart in the Lord
Jesus Christ will not justify his or her sin, but will strive
against it’s dominion in his or her life. Contrary to the
teaching of some, this is not a works oriented salvation. He
HAS been saved, and now he is working out his salvation
with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12). This doesn’t mean he is
working for his salvation; it means that he is BEARING
FRUIT THAT DEMONSTRATES HIS SALVATION.
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All addictions and relationships contrary to the Word of
God are a form of lasciviousness. Heroin addiction, Crack
Cocaine addiction, Alcohol addiction, cigarette addiction,
sexual addiction, etc. can all be overcome in Jesus Christ,
but it requires some work on our part. We are told to submit
to God, and to resist the devil (James 4:7). We are told to
strive against sin (Hebrews 12:4). There may be some
extreme discomfort in overcoming our habits or our
addictions, but the deeper issue is whether or not we love
our Savior more than these things. If we love Him, we will
keep His commandments (John 14:15).
Terrible pain, sickness and agony often accompany the
breaking of bondages from sin as the body is being delivered
from these things, but we must not presume to compare this
discomfort to the agony that Jesus went through on the
cross for us. The fact is this: the genuine Christian will
endure hardship for his Lord because there has been a
change in his heart regarding sin. A true child of God loves
not his life even unto death. If you can’t endure a little bit of
temporary affliction in striving against sin, how do you
expect to lay down your life for Jesus? GIVE THE LORD
YOUR LIFE, AND HE WILL CHANGE YOUR HEART, AND
HE WILL DELIVER YOU!
Rev 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Those who continue to hold on to their sins either
do not really believe in their heart that Jesus died and
rose from the dead for their sin; they’ve not been
taught the Truth; or else they simply don’t care
enough and they are unwilling to give it up for Him.
If that is the case, chances are very good that they
haven’t actually experienced true salvation. I know that this
sounds hard, but in other countries genuine Christians are
giving up their lives because they refuse to deny Jesus. They
are being tortured and are going to the grave for their faith,
because they truly believe from their hearts. In America
Jezebel has spread a gospel that cheapens the Grace of God
to the point that Christians get mad at God if He doesn’t
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perform like their personal Genie. If they are unwilling to
surrender their addictions and their sins to the Lord, how
can they ever hope to be able to die for him?
The same is true of relationships that are not right in the
eyes of God. Many unmarried couples are in the sin of
fornication and say they love God, but if they get married,
they will lose some kind of financial assistance they had
been receiving. They have not believed unto righteousness,
regardless of what excuse they may give. “After all”, they
reason, “what’s the big deal as long as our name is written
in the Lamb’s Book of Life?”
I have already mentioned adultery, but there are many
professing “believers” who are entangled in the sin of
adultery who believe they are delivered to do such a thing
because of the Grace of God in their lives. They do not
believe unto righteousness.
Homosexuality is gaining ground in the churches, because
although they understand that the Lord condemns
homosexuality, they go to their “metro” churches, and
reason that a God of Love won’t condemn them for their
“love” for their partner, effectively turning the Grace of God
into lasciviousness. They are actually attempting to create a
god in their own image, but the One True God, the Almighty
God is not a man, and His Ways are not our ways. Many
people will justify their sin to the grave and straight into
Hell.
Heb 12:1Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.
There are two types of belief. There is an intellectual
assent regarding the truth of a certain thing, and then there
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is a genuine heartfelt commitment on behalf of the person
who believes.
Jam 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble.
Obviously, simple intellectual assent isn’t enough for the
devils to be saved.
The Church in America needs to wake up, turn away from
Jezebel’s distorted doctrines, and live without reservation for
Jesus. The church or the individual that doesn’t repent of
buying into Jezebel’s seduction opens themselves up to
some serious trials:
Rev 2:22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery
with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know
that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every
one of you according to your works.
The Word of God declares that Judgment begins at the
house of God (1 Pet 4:17). In Revelation 2:22-23, God says
that unless they repent of the spiritual adultery that they
have committed with the false teacher Jezebel, those
individuals that embraced her false doctrines would
experience great tribulation.
While this may specifically speak of The Great Tribulation
of the end days which Jesus referred to, I believe it can also
apply to the church’s or the individual’s present
circumstance.
When error creeps into a church’s doctrine and nothing is
done to correct it, eventually that error will do a lot of
damage.
Deacon-led churches may result in confusion and
sometimes great irreparable church splits. The individual
who grumbles and complains about the church leadership,
and who is responsible for dissension and splits in the
church may find their own family being torn apart.
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Ministers who have given themselves over to Jezebel’s
suggestion to Lord it over the flock may suddenly find their
numbers dwindling or worse yet, the center of some kind of
sexual or financial scandal because of their thirst for control,
and their abuse of their God given authority.
In compromising the Word of God and embracing an “all
paths lead to God” mentality, the moral fabric of the church
will slowly erode into decay, opening the church up to errant
doctrine, and ultimately unbelief.
In giving into the works of the flesh, and embracing man
centered
programs
rather
than
preaching
the
uncompromised gospel message, the church’s God Given
Authority may be undermined, as is the case when a church
accepts government assistance. Once it does this, whether it
is through commodities for a community food giveaway
program, or through accepting a tax exempt status as a
non-profit ministry, or through federal grants, the church is
effectively hindered in spreading the gospel. Missions that
receive government commodities cannot make it mandatory
for the people to go to chapel service before they eat.
Ministers that have received a tax exempt status cannot
endorse a political candidate from the pulpit. If they do, they
open themselves up to fines and loss of their assistance
from the government.
The Word of God plainly says that whatever we sow we
will reap.
Gal 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.
8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
The individual or the church that happens to be
experiencing some type of great tribulation in their lives
should examine themselves to determine whether or not this
is occurring because they have subjected themselves to
Jezebel’s influence.
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There is still room to repent and get right before the Lord.
Rev 2:21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she
repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know
that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every
one of you according to your works.
24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not
this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I
will put upon you none other burden.
25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will
I give power over the nations:
27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
28 And I will give him the morning star.
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

HOW DO WE BIND THE STRONGMAN OF JEZEBEL IN THE
CHURCH OR IN OUR LIVES? BY REPENTING OF OUR
COMPROMISE, AND MAKING A CONSCIOUS DECISION TO
TURN AWAY FROM OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HER, AND
FROM THE UNBELIEF THAT HAS TAKEN CONTROL OF OUR
LIVES AS A RESULT OF HER SEDUCTION AND INFLUENCE.
Put away the pointing of the fingers at your
brothers and sisters, and seek to see those who are in
error restored to a right standing with our Heavenly
Father. The Word of God says Love covers a multitude
of sins.
1Pe 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer.
8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins.
9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

2Ch 7:13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the
locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;
14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
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PART TWO

THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM

STUMBLINGBLOCKS BUILD UP WALLS THAT ARE HARD TO BREAK
DOWN
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Rev 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two
edges;
13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where
Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth.
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac
to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.
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CHAPTER 7
Rev 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;
13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is:
and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those
days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you,
where Satan dwelleth.
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication.
A casual reading of Revelation 2:14-15 and 2:20-21 might
lead a person to deduce that there is no difference between
the doctrine of Balaam and the Jezebel influence in the
church of Thyratira.
But in Pergamos, there were some who held to the
doctrine of Balaam, and in Thyratira, the pastor of the
church allowed a Jezebel to come in and seduce and teach
the church to walk in compromise to the Word of God.
Although the charges against the messenger in
Thyratira and the one in Pergamos appear to be similar, the
difference between them is that of presumption on the one
hand, and doctrinal error on the other.
In Thyratira, Jezebel seduced the servants of God to
eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication,
enticing them with reason and logic to transgress the Word
of God, while in Pergamos, there were those who embraced
a doctrine which was compared to Balaam’s doctrine, who
taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit
fornication.
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An example of the difference between the two could be
made as follows: In Thyratira, Jezebel might suggest that a
deacon board should be implemented into the Church
Government. But in Pergamos, it was required.
In Thyratira, the people could be led to question
whether the Bible was inspired and infallible, but the official
doctrinal position of the Church would teach that it was
indeed inspired. Jezebel will whisper those serpentine
suggestions to the members of the church: “do you really
believe all that?”
On the other hand, in Pergamos, the doctrinal stance
would be that the Bible was just a compendium of allegories
to teach people to live better moral lives. Jezebel seduces
people into questioning their faith – Balaam teaches doctrine
that negates or diminishes people’s faith.
I believe that one leads to the other. Real life examples
are happening in America today. Jezebel comes in and
whispers questions concerning Church doctrine. 100 years
ago, there was no question as to certain doctrinal issues in
the Church in general in America.
Woman pastors were not an issue in the church 100
years ago, except in the cultic offshoots of Christianity, such
as Mary Baker Eddy of Christian Science, and Ellen G. White
of Seventh Day Adventism. But Jezebel came in and started
to reason with the body of Christ about the “changing
times,” and now, despite the fact that the Biblical mandates
teach otherwise (1 Cor 14:34,35, 1 Tim 2:11-12; Eph
5:22-24; 1 Tim 3:2,12, Titus 1:6 [those in leadership are
to be the HUSBAND of one wife]), doctrinal positions in
some churches have been changed, and women fill the
pulpit of most denominations. The times may change, but
the Word of God is unchanging (Concerning the woman’s
role in the Church, see Appendix 2).
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100 YEARS AGO, Homosexuality was still seen as an
abomination before God, a perverse sin that needed to be
renounced and repented of. Jezebel began to whisper her
questions to those in the church… “Well, aren’t they born
like that? Would God condemn someone who He made to be
a homosexual?” Now many churches are rewriting their
doctrine and are not only condoning Homosexuality, they
are ordaining homosexuals into the ministry.
And so it goes. Jezebel suggested a “gap” theory in
Genesis in order to make the Bible agree with the
Evolutionary theory, and soon, churches began to teach it as
doctrine, and pastors preach out of Dake’s Pre-Adamite
Bible. You would think that God couldn’t actually create the
heavens and the earth in a literal six day period like the
Bible says He did. Many teachers who have adopted this
doctrine teach that there was a large period of possibly
millions of years between Genesis 1:1 and verse 2. They
maintain that the words “without form and void” means that
the entire creation that existed before Adam and Eve was
destroyed, and that there was actually a pre-Adamite human
race prior to the “recreation” of the heavens and the earth
that we now know.
Genesis 1:28 is one of their proof texts that the Gap
theory happened, where it says that God commanded Adam
and Eve to be fruitful and to “replenish” the earth. They
reason that since the Lord used the word “Replenish”, then it
must mean that the earth was once filled with mankind.
The word translated as “replenish” in Genisis 1:28 is
translated as “fill” just a few verses prior to that in Genesis
1:22.
Gen 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill
the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.
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Genesis 6:11 and 13 uses the same word, and says
that the earth was “filled” with violence.
Exo 31:1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying,
2 See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah:
3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,
4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,
5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in
all manner of workmanship.
Now, did the Lord have to “refill” Bezaleel with the
spirit of God (see verse 3), because he forgot how to walk in
wisdom and in understanding and in knowledge, and did he
know how to do all those things before, but somehow forgot,
and had to be refilled? I don’t think so. The truth is that this
word can mean either “fill” or “refill” (see Genesis 9:1), but
actually it can simply be properly interpreted as “fill” or
“fulfill” or “consecrate” in every instance.
According to the Bible, death did not begin with a preAdamite race… Romans 5:12 says that it was through one
man (Adam) that sin entered (NOT RE-ENTERED) the
world, and death came as a result of that sin.
Rom 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
1 Cor 15:21 also mentions that death came by Adam, and
Life came by Jesus Christ.
1Co 15:21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection
of the dead.
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
The gap theory is just that…a theory that some have
embraced to be a doctrine, but really it is mere speculation,
that takes away from the Truth of God and gives credence to
the lie of evolution.
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One of the issues with Balaam is that he practiced his
soothsaying for financial gain. There are a lot of soothsayers
in the Church today who have taken the titles of the various
callings of God, as Prophet, Apostle, Bishop Evangelist,
Teacher, or Pastor. They stand behind the pulpit, speaking
great swelling words to impress the people, declaring “Thus
saith the Lord”, when the Lord has not spoken at all, but the
masses are impressed by such words, and pay big money to
hear their speeches (see Ezekiel 22:28), and to be touched
by their “anointing”.
Jesus said a wicked and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, and the majority of the Christians in America
are running from one city to the next, chasing after these
modern day soothsayers to get a “personal word” from the
Lord. If the people of God would simply do what God
requires, they would be able to get the personal Word from
the Lord firsthand. And what does the Lord require?
Mic 6:8 He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the
LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?
The person who humbles himself or herself, prays, and
seeks the Face of God, and who turns from their wickedness
will be able to hear the Voice of God and to know His Will for
their lives. We who are Christians are considered to be a
nation of priests before the Lord. A priest is supposed to
hear the Voice of God, yet our sins have so separated us
from God that we feel the need to flock to hear different
“men and women of God” who we think may be able to hear
from the Lord more than ourselves.
The problem is that we want to experience what we
have come to know as the “Holy Ghost feel-goods” without
walking in repentance before God. What’s the difference
between the Mormon’s seeking a “burning in the bosom” for
their confirmation of truth, or the Christian’s seeking for
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“holy goosebumps” for their acknowledgement that a thing
is of the Lord or not? Both the Mormon and the Christian
that seek after sensory experiences as a method of
confirmation from the Lord are in error.
Isa 59:1 Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
Balak wanted to defeat the Israelites. He enticed
Balaam to curse them by offering him a reward. But Balaam
couldn't curse these people who were under God's covenant.
Instead, Balaam advised Balac to cause the people to
stumble by introducing foreign women to them, and allowing
them to become ensnared by their idolatry, which would
cause the Lord's wrath to be kindled against His people
(Num 25:1-4; 31:14-16).
Like Balaam, Satan cannot destroy a Christian through
a curse because of the Blood of Jesus Christ, which has
redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Gal 3:13-14). We
are blessed to walk in the Covenant and the Promises of
God.
The only way that Balak could cause the fall of God's
people was to cause them to stumble through disobedience
to the Will of God in their lives. Similarly, the only way that
Satan can cause the fall of God's people today is to get them
entangled in the works of the flesh, or to actively teach
them to go after other gods. The Word of God says that the
flesh is at enmity with the Spirit, and if the enemy of our
souls can get us to neglect the things of the Spirit of God
through appealing to the flesh, he will have succeeded.
The doctrine of Balaam teaches the unsuspecting child
of God to have a form of godliness, while denying its power.
The doctrine of Balaam can sometimes sound like this:
“The gifts of the Holy Spirit were only for a limited time,
until the Bible could be written. Prophecy is not for today,
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neither is the Word of Knowledge or the Gift of Tongues.
They were done away with at the close of the apostolic age.”
Where does the Bible teach this? Some teachers even
proclaim that the tongues spoken in the church today are of
the devil.
Those who hold to this doctrine quote 1 Cor. 13:8-10:
1Co 13:8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away.
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall
be done away.
The reasoning is that after the Bible was completed,
and the last of the apostles had died, the gifts of the Holy
Spirit were done away with, and the Bible said that it would
happen like this, when it said “whether there be
prophecies they shall fail, whether there be tongues,
they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall
vanish away” They say the Bible is that which is perfect
that was to come (verse 10), and now that it is here, we
don’t need the gifts of the Holy Spirit. But if one merely read
chapter 13 in context, you could see that the subject
matter of the chapter is Love (translated “charity” in the
King James).
The first eight verses speak of Love. Then verse 13
brings us back around to Love again.
1Co 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity.
Verse 8 says that Love NEVER fails. The Greek word
translated as “fail” here means to perish, or to fall
powerless, or to be without effect. Love is a powerful force.
But prophecies will come to pass, and then after they have
been fulfilled, they will no longer be of any use.
The word “fail” regarding prophecies in 1 Cor 13:8 is
different than the word used regarding Love. This word

109

means to be rendered idle, or to cause a person or a thing
to have no further efficiency. Once the prophetic Word has
come to pass, it no longer has any practical use. Those who
do operate in the prophetic never have the complete
story…Only God knows everything. So some who speak the
prophetic word may not have a real handle on what they are
trying to say, because they only have a little bit of
knowledge as to what that prophetic Word actually means.
The same word “fail” is translated as “vanish” when it is
speaking of knowledge, which should serve to show any one
that these verses are not speaking of the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit, but of Love, which is the context of the whole
chapter. Knowledge will fail…or be done away with? I don’t
think so. No…but as we grow older, we can forget some of
what we have learned if we don’t put it to use on a regular
basis.
Love will never fail – a person can learn to walk in love
on a continual basis, but a person will not speak in tongues
every moment of every day.
The same word translated as “cease” is used in Luke
5:4:
Luk 5:4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out
into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.
Obviously the Lord spoke again, even though this
passage of Scripture says that he ceased speaking.
1Co 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
We only understand a little bit of what God is doing.
But when that which is perfect comes (perfect Love) then
that which is in part will be done away with, because we
won’t have a bunch of junk in our lives to cloud our vision.
Contextually, the apostle Paul is still referring to love
when he says:
1Co 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child,
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
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12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then (when perfect love abides in me) shall I know even
as also I am known.
It is obvious that chapter 13 is speaking of an
individual’s growth in Love toward God and toward our
fellow man, and not of the cessation of the spiritual gifts,
but numerous people have bought into the doctrine of
Balaam that says that the spiritual gifts have been done
away with, effectively quenching the Work of the Holy Spirit
in their congregations.
Such congregations turn to man-made programs to
lead them in their service to God. They need the programs,
because they rely on the ability of the flesh instead of the
Power of the Holy Spirit to do the work of God.
Other teachers embrace the influence of Baalam in that
they cheapen or downplay the Grace of God through
encouraging sin in the believer’s lives:
“Once you have asked Jesus Christ into your heart, it
doesn’t matter what you do, because you are saved.
You might lose some rewards, but the bottom line is
that you are saved.”
Adultery and divorce and remarriage in the church are
at an unprecedented high because of this doctrine that
appeals to the indulgence of the flesh.
There are multitudes of people who profess to be
“saved” who I meet on Bourbon Street in New Orleans and
elsewhere who live in unrestrained sin, because they have
bought the lie that tells them that as long as they say the
right words, they have a ticket to go to Heaven regardless of
what they do.
Woe be to the pastors and the ministers of God’s Word
who are guilty of teaching a doctrine that would encourage
Christians to live any other way than that of the pursuit of
Holiness for their lives!
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Mat 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass
sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
Another form of the doctrine of Balaam is to appeal
to the covetousness in the hearts of the Christians who sit
under the instruction of these false teachers.
In the section dealing with the Jezebel influence in the
Church, l dealt with the modern day prosperity gospel that
has infected many of the churches today, and I believe this
is one of the doctrines of Balaam that has taken root in the
Church in America.
I sincerely believe that God can and does bless
His children financially AND materially when they are
walking in obedience to His Will. But God doesn't bless
us financially to fill our greed. He blesses us to enable us to
further the Kingdom of God on earth.
He promises that if we seek first the Kingdom of God
AND His righteousness, all that we need shall be added unto
us.
But if we have really made the Kingdom of God our
priority, the toys and materialism that this world has to offer
will not have an allure for us.
If we have made the Kingdom of God our priority, the
resources that the Lord blesses us with will be used to
establish the Kingdom in our lives and in the lives of others.
The modern Prosperity gospel teaches the Church to
embrace the covetousness that the world embraces. Rather
than denial of self, Christians today are being taught and
encouraged to live to fulfill their self-serving lives.
Covetousness is identified as idolatry in the New
Testament.
This doctrine of Balaam in the Church today has a lot of
words to justify covetousness in a Christian's life. Christians
today are partaking of those things that are centered on
greed instead of need.
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Christians have received a green light from teachers to
name whatever they want, and to claim it for themselves.
But the apostle Paul said that he had learned to be content
in whatsoever state he found himself in, regardless of
whether he was abased or whether he abounded.
Through the false teachers that have crept into the
Church, Christians today are not learning to be content in
their abasement, or to enter into the Rest of the Lord,
because they have been taught not to be content with where
they are materially. If they find themselves in a time of their
life where they have little in the way of "things" or finances,
instead of being content where they are, and trusting God
for their provision, they have been taught to vigorously
"claim" their prosperity and their things, and demand that
God keeps His Promises that He spoke in His Word. Who are
we to demand anything from God? Since when has God
become a Genie that we can order to fulfill our desires?
The Word of God promises us that God will be faithful
to supply our needs. We can be assured of that, and rest in
the absolute Knowledge that His Word is true. So when
Satan tries to pinch us in the area of provision, we who have
learned to be content with what we have will not be easily
shaken in our faith.
If our treasures are on this earth, when we find things
being repossessed, or being destroyed, or stolen, our
attention will be more on these things than on God Who is
our Provider, and there is no peace while we are losing those
things we have grown to love.
Satan tempted Jesus in the area of power and
possessions. Jesus resisted that temptation and said, in
essence, "I could care less about what you have to offer me.
I am going to worship the Lord my God, and ONLY the Lord
my God." (Read Matthew 4:1-10)
The Word of God clearly defines these people who hold
to the doctrine of Balaam:
2 Pet 2: 13 …Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their
own deceivings while they feast with you;
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14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed
children:
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice
forbad
the madness of the prophet.
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to
whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever.
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean
escaped from them who live in error.(KJV)
Verse 14 says these teachers have eyes full of
adultery.
While this can mean physical adultery, in being
consumed with lust for another person, the Word of God also
addresses a Spiritual adultery, which is defined as a desire
to follow the ways of the world.
Speaking of Israel's tendency toward idolatry, the Lord
identifies them as adulterers:
Jer 3: 9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she
defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks.
The same is true with Christians who embrace the ways
of the world; they are seen by God to be adulterers. As I
mentioned earlier in this book, I believe that Babylon is the
world system and the Church has embraced this system with
both arms, in effect committing adultery with her, and we
are called to be separate from her instead of fornicating with
her!
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James 4: 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.
3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it
upon your lusts.
4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God.
5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us
lusteth to envy?
6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble.
Most of the prominent preachers of the false prosperity
gospel have an ability to give great speeches. They carry
about themselves an air of pride and self-confidence. Their
doctrine and their speech encourage Christians to forsake
the Right Way, and to embrace the covetousness that they
preach.
Their concept of worship is one of "hype" and
sensationalism, just as it was with the Israelites, who had
given themselves over to idolatry.
Exod 32: 1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out
of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said
unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses,
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is
become of Him.
2 And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the
ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto
me.
3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears,
and brought them unto Aaron.
4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool,
after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O
Israel, which brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt.
5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation, and said, Tomorrow
is a feast
to the
LORD.
6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and
rose up to play.
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The Israelites had risen up to play in their idolatrous
ways. There is very little difference in today's Christian
camps of idolatry. Read the description of these men again:
2 Pet 2: 13 ...Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their
own deceivings while they feast with you;
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed
children:
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice
forbad
the madness of the prophet.
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to
whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever.
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean
escaped from them who live in error.(KJV)
The Covetous doctrine teaches people to seek their own
wealth, but the Biblical doctrine teaches Christians to look
out for the interests of other people, instead of our own.
1Co 10:24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth.
Contrary to the Word of God, the prosperity gospel
teaches Christians to set their affections on the things of this
earth, as they name and claim those things they are
coveting.
Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
Christian, don’t be deceived: Covetousness is a form
of idolatry and the doctrine of Balaam as taught by the
prosperity teachers of today places stumbling blocks of
worldliness before the Christians who embrace this teaching.
The prosperity teachers refer to their ministries as
“Word of Faith” ministries. But Hebrews chapter 11 tells
us about the true heroes of faith. Towards the end of
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chapter 11, we read of a people who certainly don’t look
like representatives of the prosperity gospel of today:
Heb 11:32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also, and
Samuel, and of the prophets:
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens.
35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection:
36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment:
37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented;
38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
They were destitute? They were afflicted? They were
tormented? They wandered in deserts and in mountains and
in dens and caves of the earth? Today’s prosperity teacher
would tell them that they weren’t walking in faith, because
God wouldn’t want them to be destitute and afflicted. They
were King’s kids, were they not? They certainly should have
believed for plush carpets and lake front property instead of
wandering around in the deserts and living in caves! Tell
that to the man and woman of God who lives in China or in
Sudan or Indonesia or in any other third world country
where people truly have to live in Faith toward God, because
they may lose their heads any minute for their belief in
Jesus Christ.
What a far cry the messengers of this doctrine of
covetousness are from the messenger of the church in
Smyrna! There are only two messengers in the 2nd and 3rd
chapters of the Book of Revelation who were not rebuked by
the Lord. One of them was the messenger to the Church in
Smyrna. Looking at him from the perspective to the Word of
Faith teachers, the Lord should have rebuked him for his
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lack of faith because of his poverty, but instead, the Lord
commends him for his Faith!
Rev 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich)
and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but
are the synagogue of Satan.
10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days; be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life.
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death
The prosperity teachers encourage Christians to move
away from the Will of God for their lives by causing them to
seek their own good first instead of the good of others by
saying words like this: "Start to think of yourself. Don’t
be content with where you are at and what you have
today. You are a King's Kid. You deserve the best."
These are the same type of words that Satan tempted
Adam and Eve with in the Garden. They appeal to the lusts
of the flesh.
These are the same type of words that Satan tempted
Jesus with in the wilderness.
He tempts every child of God with these same kinds of
words. He appeals to the “logical” thought process rather
than the Word of God.
The Serpent is constantly saying "yea, has God really
said…", in an effort to cause us to fall out of God's Will, and
then he can have legal grounds to take us captive when we
buy his lie (2 Tim 2:26), and embrace his will for our lives.
Many are falling for these temptations. As I said earlier,
Satan cannot curse us. The only way that we can fall into
error is through willful disobedience and compromise of the
Word of God.
The messenger of God is to stand against these false
doctrines, and to speak the uncompromised Word of Truth
(2 Tim 2:24-26).
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Homosexuality is NOT O.K. Neither is fornication, lies,
covetousness, adultery, drunkenness, murder, blasphemy,
hatred, or lust. The Word of God is clear. Those who do such
things are in danger of Hell fire, and they need to repent
before it is too late.
The preacher who sidesteps these issues may gain
some following and prosper financially, and he may actually
make people feel good about themselves and their sin, but
he makes them two-fold more the child of hell than they are,
and their blood will be on his head! (Ezekiel 3:20)
There will always be many who prefer to follow their sin
rather than obey the Word of God. But we are not to be
engaged in a popularity contest, and we need to declare the
Word of God in Truth.
We who are put into the leadership and who have been
appointed as messengers to the Church need to be faithful
to the True Word of God, and preach the Word, regardless of
the "seeker's sensitivity". At this point, I feel it is necessary
to remind the reader that we are also to "speak the Truth in
Love".
The messenger to the Church in Ephesus fell into the
error of forgetting to speak the Truth in Love, while the
messenger to the Church in Pergamos speaks in Love, but
doesn't necessarily address the Truth.
While Balaam’s doctrines appeal to the flesh in order to
suppress the spiritual truths of God, his doctrine also
perverts those things that are spiritual.
Because of the counsel of Balaam, Israel sinned against
God in the matter of Peor in that they hearkened to their
fleshly desires and committed fornication with the women of
Moab, but Israel also turned their backs on the True and
Living God and embraced the gods of Moab, and the Lord’s
wrath was kindled against them.
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One way this happens in the Church today is through
the Church incorporating the observances of the pagans into
their services.
The biggest perpetrator of this error is the Catholic
Church. Just as Israel was enticed to go after other gods in
the form of idolatry through Balaam’s advice to Balak, the
doctrines of the Catholic Church cause millions to engage in
idolatry and necromancy as they bow before statues of
various saints and Mary (who they call the Queen of Heaven
- see Jeremiah 7:18, and 44:17-19, 25 to see how this is
an abomination in the Eyes of God), petitioning them to help
them in their cause.
Mardi Gras is a festival whose roots are in the Catholic
church; a time when people indulge their flesh in
unrestrained revelry prior to observing the days of Lent, a
season of fasting from some form of sin for the forty days
prior to Good Friday. But Lent isn’t a season of sincere
repentance for most Catholics – I have heard several make
comments like “I am giving up hard liquor for Lent”,
meaning that they will only drink beer for the next forty
days. On the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, all restraints
are put aside, and gross licentiousness and revelry is
indulged in until 12:00 midnight.
The following day is known as “Ash Wednesday”, when
those who had so blatantly and willfully sinned against God
stand in line to receive a dot of ashes placed on their
forehead, thinking that will earn them forgiveness for what
they had done in the weeks prior to this day! The doctrine of
Balaam and its anti-Christian influence in the Catholic
Church is obvious to anyone who desires to pursue after the
things of God in truth. Any reasoning Christian with only a
limited knowledge of the scriptures would shake his or her
head and wonder how someone who professes to believe in
Christ could buy into such a lie. Yet millions do.
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But it’s not only the Catholics who are guilty of
embracing Balaam’s doctrines.
In many Baptist churches as well as in other
denominations, Freemasonry is a doctrine of Balaam that is
observed by members of the congregation. If you ask a
Mason what freemasonry is, he will say that it is merely a
fraternal organization. One of the requirements of
freemasonry is that a person must believe in a god to be
accepted into its fraternal order. This makes it a religious
order, regardless of the arguments that may be given to the
contrary.
Some of the Masonic teachings are that all religions are
true (as long as you believe in a god, you can be a
Mason), that Christ is not truly God, that Christ is not the
only way to salvation, the Bible is merely one of many
religious “symbols” of truth, and all people of all religions
are part of a single brotherhood. Masonry typically views
Jesus as a good moral teacher, whereas the Bible declares
Him to be God. According to Freemasonry, salvation hinges
on ethical living, despite the fact that the Bible says that
salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
During the initiation rites, masons are required to take
a blood oath, swearing not to reveal the secrets of the
Lodge, although Jesus plainly states that we are not to
swear at all (Matt 5:34-37). The candidate says that he is
in darkness, and is seeking the light of freemasonry, yet the
Bible says that the Christian is no longer in darkness, but
has come to the Light of Jesus Christ. The candidate also
bows before a man who is called a “worshipful master” as he
swears his allegiance to freemasonry. The Christian is only
to have one Worshipful Master to whom he bows his knee,
and that is Jesus Christ.
My intention is not to expound on the errors of
freemasonry here. There are many Christian books already
written that expose the error and the cultic nature of
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freemasonry. But with just these few points, it defies reason
that any professing Christian and especially those who are
pastors and deacons would knowingly embrace freemasonry
into their lives. Yet there are Masonic cornerstones on
church buildings, and often churches are used as meeting
places for the fraternal order to discuss their business.
Freemasonry is a great stumbling block in the Church
today, and needs to be repented of. It is interesting that the
Mormon Church rituals and those of freemasonry parallel
each other in many ways.
There are many other instances where the Church in
America has embraced pagan doctrines and practices in
order to compromise the Word of God, one of which is the
“Hallelujah festivals” that take the place of Halloween in the
Church. Some churches actually have Halloween parties in
the church. The more “sanctified” churches don’t allow
people to dress up in costumes, because they don’t want to
be like the pagans. By renaming it and Christianizing it, they
reason that Halloween can be observed, and their children
won’t be deprived of the fun that the worldly children have.
But Halloween is a festival for the dead, which has its origin
in the Druid religion, and has no place in the Christian
Church. The Christians in the city of Baker, Louisiana have
made a stand for Righteousness, and have voted Halloween
out of their city! I am sure there will be a fight to keep
Halloween in Baker, but it was refreshing to know that
Christians took a stand against Satan’s festival from having
any part in their town!
If the Church in America actually hopes to have a true
revival, the Christians in America must have a repentant
heart toward God, and desire to pursue after true Holiness
and Righteousness before the Lord. The sincere Christ loving
Christian can have no fellowship with darkness. The
doctrines of Balaam must be denounced and forsaken.
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Christian, stop sleeping with the world, and embracing
the things of the world! Awake to Righteousness, and sin
not!
Professing Christian Homosexuals will strive to justify
their sin, and believe they are saved because of the
ordinations of gay arch bishops and priests within some
professed Christian denominations.
Christians who belong to freemasonry will continue
pursuing after the Masonic deception, and will not forsake
their fraternal order, Catholics will not renounce their
idolatry, and covetous Christians will continue to seek for
ways to justify their materialism.
But a Homosexual or a fornicator or a drunkard who
does not demonstrate a repentant heart toward God, but
chooses instead to willfully continue in his or her sin cannot
truly claim the Salvation of the Lord for his or her own.
Jesus plainly said we cannot serve two masters.
The same is true for the church member or the deacon
or pastor who has embraced freemasonry while professing
to be a Christian. Jesus said that He is the Way the Truth
and the Life, and that no one can come to the Father but
through Him. To embrace freemasonry, one must in essence
call Jesus Christ a liar, since freemasonry teaches that all
religions are true. If you embrace freemasonry as a part of
your life, you also declare that Jesus Christ is not God
manifest in the flesh, because that’s Masonic doctrine.
A freemason cannot rightfully claim the salvation of the
Lord Jesus Christ for his own because although he may have
a form of godliness, the truth is that by his works he denies
Jesus Christ. I believe that God overlooks our ignorance, but
if you are a mason, and you are reading this book, you are
now accountable for what you have read here. You need to
come out of her, and be separate and Holy!
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The religion known as Catholicism can no more offer its
members salvation through its necromancy, Mariolatry and
idolatry than can freemasonry or the homosexual metro
church, Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Bible is clear:
Jesus said that He alone is the Way to Heaven. There is no
other name in Heaven or on earth by which we may be
saved. If you profess to be a Christian and wish to adhere to
teachings that are not founded on Biblical Truth, you have
been deceived, and you are trusting in philosophy instead of
the Word of God.
They may embrace the title of “Christian”, but the sad
fact is that the Catholic Church is a lot like Israel of the Old
Testament. In Catholicism you can find the high places
(called “grottos” and shrines) and the Queen of Heaven
(known as Mary) and the innumerable idols to whom
offerings are made (when the Catholic lights a candle to St.
So-and-So on behalf of someone who is in purgatory). In the
Catholic religion you can find necromancy (communicating
with the dead, or praying to dead saints) and vain religion
which arises through embracing man made traditions and
doctrines.
The Reformation in the Catholic Church that Martin
Luther called for must still take place.
Again it is not my desire in this book to point out the
errors in the Catholic Church. In the letter to the messenger
to the Church in Sardis, the Lord says that although he says
he lives, he is dead (Priests and pastors who are more
caught up in their religious works rather than their
relationship with Jesus Christ are spiritually dead, although
they appear to be “holy men of God” to those who do not
know any better), but there were some in Sardis who had
not defiled their garments. I believe there are Catholics who
truly believe they love the Lord, as well as Masons and even
some who have become entangled by the sin of
Homosexuality. The Lord requires all men everywhere to
repent of their wickedness and to return to the Holy
Almighty God.
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God declared that His people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge. The lack of knowledge prevails because the
messengers of God (the pastors and other ministers) are not
teaching the whole counsel of God, choosing instead to
embrace doctrines that have been instituted by men.
In the Old Testament God called those who partook of
the high places, idolatry, and necromancy “Lo-ruammah”,
which meant, “Not My people”.
Although the people were called by the name of Israel,
God declared to them that they were not His people because
of the abominations that they committed in going after idols
and gods other than the One True God (Hos 1:9). But when
they repented of their wickedness, God received them back
as His People.
Those who are called by the name of Christian yet who
are Homosexuals, freemasons, Catholics, adulterers,
fornicators, drunkards and thieves need to repent of the sin
of embracing the doctrine of Balaam before they can truly be
called the people of God.
So-called Bible believing Christians in America speak of
the necessity of a “personal relationship with the Lord”, and
explain how religious works can’t get anyone to heaven yet
by their own conformity to the world’s Babylonian standards,
they deny Him.
They cry out for revival, yet don’t want to deny
themselves in order to let Jesus Christ reign in their hearts.
All the while our country is slipping into apostasy and moral
decay because of the Church’s unwillingness to repent.
The Ministers of the Church in America need to repent
of their doctrinal compromise and call sin for what it is, and
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lead their congregations in the Way of Holiness before it is
too late.
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CHAPTER 8
The Best Defense Is An Offense?
The Word of the Lord to the messenger of the church in
Pergamos was that there were some who were in the church
who held the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel. One of the
definitions found in Thayer’s lexicon concerning this word is:
1b) any impediment placed in the way and causing one to stumble or
fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling), i.e. a rock which is a
cause of stumbling

One of the ways that this can happen is through
offenses. Strong’s defines this word in part as - occasion to
fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends.
Another hindrance to true revival in the Church is the
propensity for Christians to offend others without giving it
any thought.
Offences Come In Many Ways.
During our stay at the Church on the River’s Edge, we
prayed with many people in the surrounding community to
receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. We
baptized many more people in the Amite River. It was a
bittersweet experience to live there.
The first thing I had to determine upon our arrival was
what the spiritual attitude in the neighborhood was, as well
as that of the church. I went door to door and introduced
myself to many of the people in the area, and told them that
I was an evangelist, and that I would be in the area for a
while, and if they had need of prayer or anything, they could
come to the bus any time of the day or night. I discovered
that there was some deep seated resentment toward the
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church among a great many of the people in the community
because of a particular incident that had taken place three
years past.
The original story I heard was that there had been a
man who held a meeting at the church to discuss the
establishment of a neighborhood watch in the area. From
the discussions that I had with the people in the
neighborhood, I was told that he laid out the police records
of some 31 felons who lived in the neighborhood, and then
organized a neighborhood watch in the area, and posted
signs saying “We are watching you”.
Naturally, many walls went up as a result of this, and
every one of the 31 felons was now closed to any message
of the gospel that would be presented to him by the church.
Another version of the story was that while the man
had the files of the 31 felons, only two were actually opened.
Whichever version was true, the incident caused great
resentment in the hearts of the people in the neighborhood
toward the church.
With but one exception, everyone in the neighborhood
that I spoke to were polite and responded positively to my
offers to pray with them for any needs they may have, but
many of the people I prayed with were quick to point out to
me that they would never go to “that church”.
Offenses appeared to me to be the number one
hindrance here to the neighborhood in regard to receiving
the gospel, and nothing was being done on the part of the
church to correct it.
Pro 18:19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city:
and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.
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As I read the letter to the messenger of the church in
Pergamos, I can see the parallel between what was
happening in his area of influence on his watch and that
which had taken place between the church and the
neighborhood.
The Lord begins His letter to the messenger of
Pergamos, acknowledging the fact that this man and his
congregation lived in an area where Satan’s influence was
very strong, and He commends him because the messenger
has held fast to his commitment to the Lord, regardless of
the persecution that was taking place in the church.
There are areas in which churches are established
where Satan’s influence is great. Drug and alcohol abuse is
prevalent in the area, as well as other criminal activity.
Because of the notoriety of the area and the propensity of
the people to display blatant in-your-face sin, the leadership
in the church may become openly cynical to the possibility of
the area being won to Jesus.
Sometimes the giants in the Land can seem to be
overwhelming, if your focus is on the giants, instead
of the Lord.
Balaam taught Balac to entice Israel to walk after the
lusts of the flesh instead of keeping their focus on God. The
Word of God says that the flesh and the Spirit are contrary
to one another, and as Christians try to find a solution to a
spiritual problem by relying on their own intellectual capacity
through a work of the flesh, they will be thwarted in being
successful in their labor for the Lord.
What happened as a result of that meeting at the
Church at the River’s Edge was a classic example of the
church relying on a work of the flesh in an attempt to
change the spiritual atmosphere in the area, but such a
tactic will never work to further the Kingdom of God. When
the Church relies on the flesh in order to get a handle on a
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spiritual issue, it will generally result in offenses, or some
other hindrance to the furtherance of the Gospel.
While the church had good intentions, and decided that
they would implement a neighborhood watch to change the
drug problem in the area, all it accomplished was to drive a
wedge between many in the neighborhood and the church. I
am not speaking out against neighborhood watches. I think
they can do a great service to a community in keeping crime
at bay.
But the issue at hand concerning the Church is to keep
sin at bay, and a neighborhood watch will not accomplish
that.
Only the personal pursuit of Holiness and the constant
lifting up of the Standard of Righteousness will keep
sin at bay in a community.
In America, many neighborhoods remain under the
control of the spiritual principality that rules over the area
due to the offenses committed by the church or churches in
the area, or the offenses that are held onto by those within
the church. Those who cause offenses will also end up being
offended. It’s a vicious circle that needs to be broken.
Because of the offense that was taken by the
community due to a decision to rely on a work of the flesh
rather than seeking direction from the Holy Spirit for
guidance as to how to impact the neighborhood, practically
every effort to reach out to the community was effectively
hindered.
The church
giveaway for the
because of the
community.
At
decided to quit

had started a bi-monthly free food
community, but very few people showed
offense that had been taken by the
a meeting one day, the church board
the food giveaway because of lack of
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interest, but determined that they would keep food on hand
in a pantry, in the event that someone would have a need
for food.
They had a wonderful government funded after-school
tutoring program for children in the neighborhood who were
struggling with their grades. But that had to stop because
their government funding required a certain quota as far as
the number of students was concerned. My question was
“Why do we need to rely on the government to be of service
to the community?”
I’m not certain if the people who worked in the tutoring
program were volunteers, or if they were getting some kind
of financial recompense for their time. If they were
volunteers, it seems to me that there is no reason why the
program would have to stop just because the funding dried
up. If they were getting paid through the funding, then the
whole motivation for being there was wrong. It wasn’t truly
a service to the community, it was a job. This is another
case of relying on the flesh to attempt to solve the spiritual
problems in the area, and those Christians who were
involved in the program were offended because the
community did not respond to it like they thought they
should have.
The church had a monthly feeding of Jambalaya, but
hardly anyone showed up from the community because of
the offense that had been taken, and much of the food
would be wasted. Eventually, the monthly feeding was called
off.
But the church wasn’t the only source of offense in the
community…
As the community refused to partake in the outreach
programs that had been set in place by the church, the
members of the church began to take offense against the
community, as well. I heard statements like: “Well, they
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obviously don’t appreciate what we are trying to do here.”
Or, “It doesn’t matter what we do, nobody will show up,
anyway”. Just as the community was murmuring against the
church because of offenses taken, the church began to
murmur against the community, and as a result, huge walls
stood in the way for reconciliation and the spread of the
gospel.
There is no room in a Christian’s walk for offense
of any kind, whether it is taken or given. If we let
offenses take place in our lives, the gospel will be hindered.
The Christian’s walk is to be a walk of forgiveness.
Luk 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.
4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a
day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.
5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say
unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted
in the sea; and it should obey you.
7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto
him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?
8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and
gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou
shalt eat and drink?
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were
commanded him? I think not.
10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are
commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that
which was our duty to do.
Forgiveness is mandatory for a Christian. It doesn’t
take faith to forgive. It takes an obedient heart that says “If
my Lord wants me to forgive, I will do it.”
It is embodied in the second commandment of our
Lord:
Mat 22:39 …Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
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People try to wrestle with Scripture to justify their
personal shortcomings. But the Word of God says what it
says, and no amount of wresting can negate it:
Mar 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against
any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses.
26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven
forgive your trespasses.
The doctrine of Balaam would like to explain that
teaching of our Lord away, but Christian, BELIEVE the Word
of God: JESUS SAID “But if ye do not forgive, neither will
your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.”
Christians in America better start forgiving those who have
offended them.
Luk 6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:
OFFENSES COME AS A RESULT OF GOSSIP
While offenses (whether they were real or imagined)
seemed to be the number one hindrance to the community
in responding to the gospel, gossip was one of the
strongholds that contributed to more fuel on the fire through
certain members of the church. These two strongholds kept
feeding each other.
If something happened at the end of the road, in ten
minutes the news of what had happened would have
traveled throughout the area, and it would invariably
become the topic in the church before the morning service.
It would start something like this: “Did you hear about the
people down the street…?”
The people in the community who were being talked
about would hear that they were the topic of the church
gossip committee, and offense would take its place in their
lives. The community referred to the church as the “Church
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Of The Holy Busy Bodies”. And the members of the church
referred to the people in the community as “Them”.
This problem with gossip wasn’t exclusively peculiar to
that particular church. Most churches in small communities
have the fleshly work of gossip prevailing in their body. The
Word of God refers to gossip as “backbiting”.
OFFENSES COME BECAUSE OF THE CHURCH’S
PERCEIVED ATTITUDE OF SUPERIORITY OVER THOSE
WHO ARE OUTSIDE THE CHURCH.
The common attitude of much of the leadership in the
Church toward those who are outside of the Church is the
“us and them” syndrome when they refer to the people in
the community.
As long as the “us” and “them” attitude prevails in the
Church, there will always be walls in place that hinder the
furtherance of the gospel in a neighborhood.
Although most individuals would deny that it applies to
them personally, Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the
publican accurately reflects the attitude of many Christians
in America today.
Luk 18:10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and
the other a publican.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that
I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
Many Christians in America fall into the same camp as
the Pharisee – thinking that because we have an outward
appearance of righteousness we are doing good, and we
have a tendency to compare ourselves with others who don’t
quite meet up to our self-righteous standards, when in truth
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we ought to humble ourselves like the publican in the
parable:
Luk 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to
me a sinner.
Jesus had some serious words for those who would
bring offense to others:
Luk 17:1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offenses
will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come!
2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he
cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.
A ZEAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE
Another example of how offense committed by
Christians hinders the work of the Lord in a person’s life is
fresh on my mind.
Just a couple of days ago, over the Labor Day weekend
of 2004, there was a festival in New Orleans called
“Southern Decadence”. This is a weekend party of great
immorality and in your face homosexuality as homosexuals
from all over the United States converge on New Orleans to
flaunt and wallow in their perversion.
I and another evangelist, Brother Todd Netherland
decided we would go down there and preach the Gospel to
the lost. The fact is that as disgusting as homosexuality may
be to a Christian, there are some people who are caught up
in it because they bought the lie that tells them that they
were born that way, and how can they know that isn’t true
unless someone brings the Truth that is in Jesus Christ to
them?
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Truly Satan’s influence was obvious as we walked with
a banner down Bourbon Street toward St. Ann Street, where
the stronghold of Homosexuality is most prevalent. I carried
my banner with me that says “NONE TO PERISH…ALL TO
REPENTANCE”.

When we got to St Peter Street, we encountered a
hostile crowd of homosexuals and two groups of Christians
confronting them. The Christians had loud speakers and
were preaching at the homosexuals, and a homosexual had
a loud speaker and was shouting back at the preacher. I was
unable to hear what the Christians were preaching, but I got
to see a sign that one was wearing, and from reading the
sign I could determine the content of the preaching.
The sign said:
GOD
ABHORS
YOU
Maybe the idea for the sign was Leviticus 26:30, in
which God declares that His soul would abhor Israel if they
turned away from Him and chose instead to walk in their sin.

136

Lev 26:14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments;
15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments,
so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant:
….
Lev 26:30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images,
and cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols, and MY SOUL
SHALL ABHOR YOU.
In context, that scripture was written to the people of
Israel, and would be more aptly applied to Christians who
had turned away from God than to the heathen homosexuals
that were on Bourbon and St. Pete that night.
In all fairness, signs like that have a tendency to
generate confrontation which can turn into discussions
whereby the people who are offended will hear the Word of
God. Many homosexuals out there were deceived, and
thought they were “saved” while still clinging to their sin.
They would walk up to the man that had the sign and
confront him about it, which would give him an opportunity
to share the Word of God to them.
So the sign does have some value as far as providing
avenues to witness to others is concerned, but there are
many more who would see the sign and who would never
talk to the brother that was wearing it, and they would walk
away, convinced that Christians hated them, and that they
were their enemies. A perfect illustration of that can be seen
in the following account:
Before we had gotten to St. Pete, Todd had spent quite
a while ministering to a man who told him that he knew
homosexuality was wrong, but he was held captive by it,
and he truly wanted to be free. He told Todd he had just
begun reading his Bible a couple of weeks ago, and that he
wanted to get right with God. Todd prayed for the man, that
God would help him to get free from his sin, and they soon
parted ways after Todd encouraged him in the things of the
Lord.
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After we had been at St. Pete for about twenty
minutes, the man who Todd had ministered to reached St.
Pete as well, and he read the sign, and listened to the
message being preached by the man on the loud speaker,
then came to Todd angry and upset, and told him that he
didn’t want anything to do with the kind of Christianity he
was seeing displayed on the street that night. Todd
ministered to him some more and explained to him that he
shouldn’t judge Christ and Christianity by the way some who
profess to be Christians might behave.
If the Lord had not placed Todd as a hedge
the man that was considering coming to Christ
Christians that were out there representing Christ,
he would have been offended to the point of
Christianity altogether.

between
and the
I believe
rejecting

Todd and I went out there to win souls, not to win
arguments.
Mar 9:41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name,
because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his
reward.
42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it
is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were
cast into the sea.
I have great success in leading many in repentance to
the Kingdom of God just by speaking the Truth in Love. My
desire is to win souls for the Kingdom of God, not to shut up
the entrance to the Kingdom of heaven through offenses or
any fleshly work on my part that would become a stumbling
block for others.
Mat 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut
up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves,
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.
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If we are to experience a true outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in this land, the leadership of the Church needs to
rightly divide the Word of God, and to speak the Word of
God in the Love of Christ.
Unfeigned love and compassion for others with no other
agenda than furthering the Kingdom of God in our
community and our nation will remove the stumbling blocks
that have been put before the people that hinder them from
pursuing after the Holiness and Righteousness of God.
We are called to be Ambassadors for Christ – as such,
we need to allow Jesus Christ to be reflected in all
aspects of our lives.
I feel like some clarification is in order before I move
on to the next section. From the description of the Church at
the River’s Edge that I have presented here, one may
conclude that this was not a very good church, and that its
pastors and members were not very good Christians. But the
fact is, everyone in the entire congregation is a dear friend
of mine, and they are sincere and caring Christians. Most of
them will literally give you the shirt off their back. We were
totally blessed during our stay there, and the pastors and
the congregation were very careful to make sure we lacked
nothing. They demonstrated unfeigned love toward us, and
blessed us beyond measure.
The shortcomings of the church as a whole are no
worse than those of most other churches in America, which
is the intended point behind this book. As a matter of fact,
despite the fact that I mentioned its faults, I would say that
the members are more of a representation of a “family of
God” in their camaraderie and care for one another than
most churches in America are.
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PART 3

THE

NICOLAITAN

HERESY

140

1Pe 5:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am
also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being
examples to the flock.
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CHAPTER 9

Rev 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,
which thing I hate.
The seduction of Jezebel and the doctrinal error of
Balaam are breeding grounds for Nicolaitanism to enter the
church, which I personally believe is the basic hindrance to
true revival for the Church in America.
There is much discussion as to what the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans actually was. Some scholars believe that the
Nicolaitans were a sect that was formed by Nicolas, the
deacon mentioned in Acts 6:5, and that this sect was given
over to sexual promiscuity and licentiousness.
There is no valid historical indication that Nicolas ever
departed from the faith, and such a position, while it is the
most popular theory has no real historical basis, only
conjecture. I would like to interject my view as to what the
doctrine of the Nicolaitans was.
I personally believe that the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes
can be found in the definition of the name, which means
“conquering or overcoming (Nico) the laity (Laos)”.
Balaam taught Balac to cause the people to stumble by
enticing them to pursue after the flesh, and it caused the
people of Israel to be unable to walk in the Blessings of the
Lord.
Jezebel’s attitude was to sit as a Queen over the people
and to change the religion of the land from Jehovah worship
to Baalism. Just as it was for Israel, so each of these tactics
of Satan’s servants results in the conquering of the
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people of God by suppressing the Work of the Holy Spirit in
the Christian’s life.
In 1 Pet 2:9, we are told that the followers of Christ
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people. Peter is addressing the Body of Christ in
general when he says that we are a royal priesthood. The
question needs to be asked: are those words true, or was
Peter merely writing some stuff just to fill up space in his
epistle? Of course, those words are true. Every Born Again
Christian is part of a royal priesthood, called by God to offer
up spiritual sacrifices (vs 5).
Each individual Christian is a part of the Body of Christ,
and as such, every Christian has a particular responsibility to
function in the capacity to which he has been called. 1
Corinthians 12 illustrates this beautifully:
1Co 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all.
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word
of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the
same Spirit;
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the
interpretation of tongues:
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will.
Notice that the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
EVERY man, not just the “clergy”. The Purpose of those who
are in leadership is not to lord it over the “laity”; it is to
teach the individual Christians to function in their gifts, and
to work in unity with one another as a healthy body should.
Eph 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling;

143

5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in
you all.
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ.
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men.
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into
the lower parts of the earth?
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all
heavens, that he might fill all things.)
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of
itself in love.
If the Christians in America would get out of their
comfort zones and forsake their “Churchianity” in exchange
for the fulfilling of the purpose that the Lord has for them by
heeding the call to become one Body in Christ, this Nation
would experience a great transformation; but Nicolaitanism
or the “clergy - laity” mindset of the American Church will
not allow it.
The body whose members function as they ought to
function will have more power than that body whose
members are maimed or wounded, or cut off, and Satan
knows that, so he will do all he can to get the Church caught
up in the Nicolaitan mindset.

144

In too many churches today, the pastor and a select
group of men or women take all the authority, and expect
the rest of the body or the church to shut up and pay their
tithes and offerings. The Word of God refers to this as
“Lording it over the flock of God”. This type of attitude only
fosters the spiritual complacency that prevails over the
Church in America.
As long as a Christian is convinced that his or her part
in the church is merely to be faithful to attend services on
Sunday mornings and to bring their tithes and offerings with
them, there is little incentive for them to function as a true
Christian ought to. The mentality, although never spoken as
such is that the minister that has a title like “Pastor” or
“Evangelist” has to live a “Holy” life, but the members of the
church aren’t required to be as Holy as those who are in
leadership.
The fact of the matter is that men love to have titles
and recognition given to them. They love having authority
over others, and often that authority ends up being abused
and misused. If all the members of the church become the
ministers that the Lord has called them to be, the Nicolaitan
pastor will feel like his position of sovereign authority over
the congregation is threatened because he is no longer the
only person in the church that is “God’s man of the hour!”
Like Diotrephes, who is mentioned in 3 John 9, they love to
have the preeminence over the body of Christ.
Of course, no one would ever admit that the above
statement is true as far as they are concerned, but this spirit
is very prevalent in the Church in America today. These
“men and women of God” wear their pride and arrogance in
a flashy demonstration of showmanship, and call it “walking
in the authority of the Lord,” and the sad part is that the
laity believes it!
Unlike the messenger of the Church of Ephesus, who
hated the doctrine that endorses the elevating of the
"clergy" over the laity, this doctrine is not discouraged in the
Church of Pergamos.
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These "great men of God" love to receive the place of
honor and admiration of the "common people", and do not
discourage this practice. They suppress the gifts and calling
of their congregation, and rather than nurturing it, they
refuse to let it come forth, because of their own selfish
ambitions.
They may keep a person in the pew because of
personal prejudices.
They may keep a person in a pew because of
competition.
They may keep a person in a pew because of jealousy
or selfish ambition, or as a form of punishment.
I believe that the day of the self-serving Nicolaitan
ministries is drawing to a close. As the Body of Christ begins
to understand that each individual Christian has been called
to ministry, they will see the abuse of the Nicolaitan
ministries who seek their own glory, and will turn away from
them.
The Nicolaitan heresy has been around almost as long
as the Church has been around. Jesus tried to caution His
disciples against that kind of mindset over and over again.
Luk 22:24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should
be accounted the greatest.
25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship
over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called
benefactors.
26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as
the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.
27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not
he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.
Mat 20:25-:28, Mar 10:41-45
Concerning those who insist on being called by their
titles, they seem to have ignored what Jesus said:
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Mat 23:8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren.
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father,
which is in heaven.
10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.
11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.
12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall
humble himself shall be exalted.
Until the minister understands from his heart that he is
NOT God’s special gift to humanity, the Nicolaitan mindset
will cause him to suppress the Work of God in the Body of
Christ, and ultimately in the geographical area over which he
has been called to be an overseer.
While it is extremely important that the Christian
remains in fellowship with the Body of Christ and in
submission to those who have been ordained of God
to oversee the House of God; the Nicolaitan pastor will
misrepresent that Truth, and will emphatically insist that the
believer must have a “covering” of pastoral authority over
him or her, and will pound that into his flock’s heads so
much that they will be afraid to leave the church or to
question his teachings concerning doctrinal issues.
Members of the church won’t have the freedom to use
their God-given gifts without prior approval of the pastor.
This is how cults begin. Cults are man centered, instead of
Christ centered. It’s all about control and the abuse of
authority, and it is happening in the Church in America. The
Nicolaitan minister is not a servant, but he lives to be
served.
The truth is that the pastor is to protect the members
of the Body from error, and to instruct them in the Way of
Christianity. But when they lord it over the flock and
demand submission to their leadership, then they are in
effect drawing a gathering unto themselves. Paul warned the
elders of Ephesus about that very thing in the Book of Acts.
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Act 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock.
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse (According
to Thayers’ this word means to distort or turn aside from the right course)
things, to draw away disciples after them.
We are to make disciples of Jesus Christ, but the
Nicolaitan pastor makes disciples to himself by building his
kingdom, and getting a name for himself. I believe that
every Christian should have a covering of authority over him
for accountability’s sake. But the Nicolaitan pastor’s ministry
is about power, control, manipulation and money, and his
insistence that the believer should submit to his authority
and leadership will be to achieve power, control,
manipulation and finances for himself. I believe that 1 Peter
5:1-3 was written to warn against that very thing:
1Pe 5:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder,
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed:
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the
flock.
“Not by constraint” – I believe Peter is telling the elders
not to be heavy handed on the flock of God, in a controlling
way or with severity, which is the complaint that the Lord
had with the shepherds of Israel.
Eze 34:2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy,
and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be
to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the
shepherds feed the flocks?
3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed:
but ye feed not the flock.
The sad fact of the matter is that for many ministers in
the Church in America today, their flock (or their
congregation) is simply the source of their income, and they
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are not as interested in their souls as they are about the
income they can generate from them.
One time, while we were parked at a church, I met a
man named “Brian”. The first Sunday that we were here, the
Lord kept on bringing him to my attention during the
service. I knew I had to find out what his spiritual condition
was, so after the service I walked up to him and introduced
myself, and asked him if he knew what his calling was. He
looked at me and said, “I don’t even know if I have a
calling.” I explained to him that when we are Born Again
into God’s Kingdom, God doesn’t just save us to sit in the
pew. He has a particular work for each of His children. I
then said, “You ARE born again, aren’t you, brother?”
“Brian” is a big man, and he began to weep as tears
streamed down his face, and told me that he had not yet
surrendered his life to Jesus, but he was ready to do so. I
helped him to pray and ask Jesus into his life that day.
“Brian” has a successful business, and although he is
not rich, he makes a pretty good income, and has been able
to contribute quite a bit of money to the church. He was
giving to the ministry, while his soul was perishing. This kind
of situation is unacceptable.
Now, I don’t know, and I am not inferring that the
pastor in this particular instance had his eyes fixed more on
“Brian’s” money than his soul, but the fact is that the church
was being helped financially by Brian being there, yet
“Brian” wasn’t even saved.
Another time, a similar situation arose with another
wealthy man named “Drew”. “Drew” had contributed money
to the church in many ways – by paying for the siding, and
the awning of the church, and he talked about doing even
more to help the church financially. The way the pastor and
“Drew” fellowshipped with one another, I just assumed that
“Drew” was a brother in the Lord who visited occasionally,
but went to church elsewhere.
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One day the church was having an on-the-grounds
fellowship, and “Drew” came up to me and told me that he
would like some prayer concerning a business decision he
had to make soon. After he had explained his situation to
me, I said, “Well, ‘Drew’, you know how the Lord Jesus told
us to “seek first His Kingdom and His Righteousness? That’s
what He really requires of us. Tell me, brother, do you get
into the Word every day?” He looked at me, and replied
“Lance, I don’t know if I have ever opened the Bible to read
it. I just listen to what the preacher says.” I pondered that
statement, and resolved that I would speak to the pastor
about “Drew’s” spiritual condition. I encouraged “Drew” to
read the Word a little bit each day, and to acknowledge the
Lord in all that he did, and He would direct his path. I
prayed for him that the Lord would give him wisdom
concerning the situation he was dealing with.
After the program was over, and everyone had gone
home, I asked the pastor if “Drew” was saved. He looked at
me and said, “You know, Lance, I don’t really know if he is
saved or not.” I was shocked at his reply. With all the money
“Drew” had poured into the church, it would have seemed
like the pastor would have known “Drew’s” spiritual
condition.
The next Sunday “Drew” came to church, and told me
that he was reading the Bible like I told him. During the
service at an altar call for prayer, he came up and asked for
prayer about the situation he was dealing with, and I asked
him point blank if he was born again. He said that he didn’t
believe he was. I explained the plan of salvation to him, and
asked him if he would like to be saved. He replied that he
would. He received Jesus as his Lord and Savior that day. It
was beginning to appear to me that the issue for the pastor
wasn’t souls, but finances. I still don’t know if that is true in
this case, but if it was, what a scary thought that would be!
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The sad part is that in the Church in America, this kind
of abuse is very prevalent today. The Nicolaitan pastor says
by his actions: “Don’t you worry about a thing. Let me fleece
you and benefit from your substance, and I will be your
spiritual salve for your conscience. Just sit in the pew, pay
your dues and I won’t question where you are spiritually
because I might scare you off and lose my source of
income!”
One of the controversies Martin Luther had with the
Catholic Church was the sale of indulgences for the
forgiveness of sins for those who had gone to “purgatory”. A
Catholic was taught that he could buy his loved one out of
purgatory for the right price. The Nicolaitan minister also
offers indulgences by encouraging the Body to “Sow” into his
ministry in order to receive blessings from God. “You can’t
do the work that I am able to do, so you just sit there and
be a good member of the church by paying your tithes and
offerings.” Or “If you sow a hundred dollar gift to this
ministry, God will return a hundred fold blessing to you. I
believe there are those in the audience who can sow one
thousand dollars. If you sow one thousand dollars to the
work of the Lord today, we will believe God for you that the
desire of your heart will be met.”
There are many Christians who recognize the abuse in
the Church for what it is, and as a result end up leaving and
becoming discontented with the Church to the point where
they forsake the fellowship.
The answer is not to forsake the Church because of the
error that has crept in, but to labor for reform in the Church.
I always tell Christians who have become disheartened by
the abuse in the Church not to quit going to church, but to
go, and be a light for their brothers and sisters who are
embracing error. If the church is full of hypocrites, you need
to go so they can see what it is to NOT be a hypocrite!
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Those of us who are in ministry need to get serious and
repent of the Nicolaitan mindset that we have encouraged,
condoned, or been partakers of. Hear the Word of the Lord
to His Ministers:
Ez 34:4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that
which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither
have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought
that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.
5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became
meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered.
6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill:
yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did
search or seek after them.
7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;
8 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey,
and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no
shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds
fed themselves, and fed not my flock;
9 Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;
10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will
require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the
flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will
deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.
Just as the Lord swore to the shepherds of Israel that
He would deliver His flock from their mouth, so the Lord
promised the messenger to the church in Ephesus that He
would remove his candlestick (church) from its place unless
he repented of forsaking his first love (Rev 2:4).
Ez 34:11 For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search
my sheep, and seek them out.
12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep
that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of
all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.
13 And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the
mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the
country.
14 I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel
shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture
shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel.
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15 I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord
GOD.
16 I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven
away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that
which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them
with judgment.
The doctrine of the Nicolaitans is not held solely by
some in the five-fold ministry of the Church. There are a lot
of Christians who are perfectly content with remaining in the
pew, and allowing the pastor to be their spirituality. These
are people who are merely hearers of the Word and not
doers of the Word. After the Lord had rebuked the
shepherds He then addressed the flock:
Ez 34:17 And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I
judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats.
18 Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but
ye must tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have
drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet?
19 And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet;
and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet.
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will
judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle.
21 Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the
diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad;
22 Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I
will judge between cattle and cattle.
In every congregation there are Christians who have a
sincere desire to serve the Lord, and there are Christians
who discourage them from doing so.
Maybe it’s done in subtle little remarks like “Oh, so
brother so and so is becoming a Holy One now, because he
is joining the choir”, or “I saw you respond to the altar call
today to be a witness for Jesus. Aren’t you going a little too
far?” or “Who does she think she is to bring a prayer request
to the pastor? I know she isn’t such a holy person as she
would like people to think she is!” “You’re going kind of
overboard with this Jesus thing, aren’t you?” “Oh, so you
went up and received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, huh? I
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suppose you are going to be like all the rest of those
Crazymatics and be speaking in tongues now!”
Such discouragement from fellow Christians is evidence
of the Nicolaitan doctrine being present and needs to be
repented of.
Those who do such things are generally guilty of not
having a desire to pursue after the things of God, and are
like the servant that hid his talent.
Mat 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far
country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to
every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.
16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same,
and made them other five talents.
17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.
18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his
lord's money.
19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with
them.
20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five
talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have
gained beside them five talents more.
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou
deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents
beside them.
23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew
thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and
gathering where thou hast not strewed:
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou
hast that is thine.
26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant,
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not
strewed:
27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and
then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.
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28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten
talents.
29 For unto everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which
he hath.
Those who embrace the doctrine of the Nicolaitans will
be content with sitting in their pew, and never achieving the
position in the Kingdom of God that He desires for them.
They really haven't learned to Trust God.
As Christians repent of their Nicolaitan mindset, and as
they begin to encourage each other to pursue after the
things of the Lord rather than discouraging one another, God
promises a blessing to them:
Ez 34: 23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them,
even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.
24 And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince
among them; I the LORD have spoken it.
25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil
beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness,
and sleep in the woods.
26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and
I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers
of blessing.
27 And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her
increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the
LORD, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out
of the hand of those that served themselves of them.
28 And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast
of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make
them afraid.
29 And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more
consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the heathen
any more.
30 Thus shall they know that I the LORD their God am with them, and that
they, even the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord GOD.
31 And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God,
saith the Lord GOD.
The Lord has a Plan for every individual, and it is His
Desire that each individual fulfills that Plan. The Nicolaitan
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mindset hinders the Body of Christ from
functioning as Christ intends it to function.

effectively

1 Cor 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit.
14 For the body is not one member, but many.
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is
it therefore not of the body?
16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body;
is it therefore not of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole
were hearing, where were the smelling?
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased him.
19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again
the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more
feeble, are necessary:
23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honorable,
upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have
more abundant comeliness.
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honor to that part which lacked:
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should
have the same care one for another.
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
The Nicolaitan doctrine is often effective in preventing
the operation of the individual Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the
Church, when the Word of God encourages the Gifts to be
used in the Church.
The Biblical model of a Church service was never
intended to be a two hour one man show to be held once a
week.
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1Co 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of
you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.
27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most
by three, and that by course; and let one interpret.
28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let
him speak to himself, and to God.
29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.
30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his
peace.
31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be
comforted.
32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches
of the saints.
Suppressing the gifts of a child of God is an
abomination in the eyes of God, and yet the “clergy – laity”
Nicolaitan mentality does just that.
The true servant of God is likened to a "husbandman",
a farmer who diligently tends to his crops, or to a shepherd
who feeds his flock with the goal to make them grow up to
be productive.
Rev 1:6 declares that God has made us (every
Christian) kings and priests – “kings” speaks of Authority,
and “priests” speaks of servitude.
If you have embraced the doctrine of the Nicolaitans
whether you are in leadership, or a member of the
congregation, you need to repent.
The purpose of the ministry is to train up others so
they will be ministers as well.
Eph 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ:
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13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself
in love.
NOTE: As I said earlier, there is some controversy
over what the doctrine of the Nicolaitans actually was.
I personally am convinced that my understanding of
the Nicolaitan doctrine is the correct definition, but I
realize that there will be some who will reject this
concept.
EVEN IF I AM WRONG IN MY ASSESSMENT AS TO
WHAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE NICOLAITANS SPOKEN
OF IN REVELATION WAS, THE FACT STILL REMAINS
THAT THERE IS A DOCTRINE IN THE CHURCH THAT
CONQUERS OR SUPPRESSES THE LAITY WHILE
ELEVATING THE CLERGY, AND ALL THAT WAS
WRITTEN HERE CONCERNING THAT DOCTRINE IS
STILL VALID AND NEEDS TO BE REPENTED OF!
When each member of the Body of Christ begins
to function as it should, then the Church will begin to
walk in the Authority that Jesus Christ intended for it.
I believe that if even just one congregation in a
city sells out for the furtherance of the Kingdom of
God, and becomes reconciled to God as it ought to, it
will impact its neighborhood in a powerful way. Just
think what would happen to your city if the entire
Body of Christ in your city got serious with God, and
put aside its differences with the sole aim of giving
Glory to God and establishing His Kingdom in that city!
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Just think what would happen to our Nation if the
entire Body of Christ in America would get serious
with God!
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CONCLUSION
After all that I have written in this book concerning some of
the areas where repentance is needed in the Church, I feel
that some clarification is in order as to what the main
purpose of this book is.
Some may charge that while I was being critical of the
Christians who point their fingers and promote division
between the churches because of doctrinal differences, I am
doing the same thing by pointing out various doctrinal errors
that are held by some Christians and saying they need to be
repented of.
But the difference between the Jezebel leaders who
actively pursue and promote division in the Church, and the
intent of this book are the words “Reconciliation” and
“Reform”. My Christian brother or sister who doesn’t believe
quite like I do is still my brother, if he has called on the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and professes that there is no
other name by which men can be saved; if he believes in the
death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; and
if he believes that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from
all sin.
God has called those of us who are in ministry to a
ministry of Reconciliation, NOT a ministry of DIVISION,
STRIFE, ALIENATION or EXCOMMUNICATION.
2Co 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.
20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech
you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.
I can have fellowship with my brothers and sisters in
our Lord Jesus Christ regardless of the denominational
position they take because I don’t look for a place to find
occasion for argument and strife.
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If circumstances dictate that a discussion of doctrinal
differences arises, I will do all I can to avoid getting to the
place where we will have to break fellowship. I try to avoid
an “I’m right, you’re wrong” attitude in my life. My desire is
to see the Kingdom of God established in the hearts and
minds of the people in whatever area I am in.
Heb 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord:
We have a common enemy and his name is Satan, and
I never want to be found joining league with the Accuser of
the Brethren against the Church of my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
I will take a strong stand against sin and I will defend
the infallibility and inerrancy of the Word of God, but always
with the aim of seeing a brother or sister in Christ being
reconciled to the Savior of our souls.
What a place of dishonor it is for a messenger of the
Lord to have his error of not reproving these false practices
exposed, and for the people who have been entrusted to his
care to wonder why he never warned them about it!
The Word of God is Truth.
Lies beget lies.
Covetousness begets covetousness.
Christlikeness begets Christlikeness.
Sincere seekers for the Truth want to find the Truth, not
a beautiful package filled with lies.
At stake is the fruit of our labor and the future of this
country that was once founded on Christian principles. Are
we establishing a kingdom built on the wood, hay, or stubble
of worldliness and self-glorification, or on the precious
Truths of God?
I BELIEVE ANYONE WHO TRULY CARES CAN SEE THAT
AMERICA IS IN SERIOUS TROUBLE.
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THE ONLY EFFECTIVE SOLUTION TO FIXING THE
PROBLEM AT HAND IS FOR THE CHURCH IN AMERICA
TO REPENT OF THE RELIGIOUS GAMES, AND TO GET
REAL IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.
Though the messenger of the Church in America may
reside where the throne of Satan is, he can be effective in
his endeavor to see Satan's throne removed and the
Kingdom of God established, but only if he PREACHES THE
TRUTH WITHOUT COMPROMISE. When he does so, then
the Holy Spirit will have free reign to speak to the Church.
Rev 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna,
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which
no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
This word translated as "stone" in the above passage
refers to a small stone that was used in the ancient courts of
justice. A black stone condemned the guilty, and a white
stone acquitted those who were innocent.
5586 psephos- 1) a small worn smooth stone, a pebble; in the ancient courts
of justice the accused were condemned by black pebbles and the acquitted
by white 2) a vote (on account of the use of pebbles in voting)
The messenger's duty is to see that the flock of God
which has been entrusted to him is nourished and grounded
in the Word of God, so they can become overcomers, their
names can be written in Heaven, and so they can be
equipped to do the work that God has called them to.
1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God:
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
I have mentioned some denominations during the
course of this writing, but my intent is not to come against
any of the denominations in Christendom.
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Martin Luther’s original intent was not to condemn the
Catholic Church, nor did he wish to leave the Catholic
Church. His desire was to see the Church reformed through
repentance from its man centered doctrines and traditions.
This is not a call for Christians and ministers to leave
their respective denominations that have slipped into any of
these errors.
Nor is this a book written to denounce any
denominations in Christianity. This is a call for
REFORMATION of the Church in America.
Joe 2:12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:
13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD
your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.
The call that the Lord has made to His people
through His prophets throughout the ages is for His
people to turn away from their wicked self-serving
desires, and to return to Him.
It isn’t only that our country is in peril of losing
any semblance of being the Christian Nation it was
intended to be. I personally know many ministers,
dear friends of mine, who have fallen into sin because
of their compromise with the Jezebel, Balaam or
Nicolaitan influences in the Church in one way or
another.
The sad part of the situation is that I realize that there
is a very real likelihood that most of the Christians and
Christian ministers who read this will dismiss it and continue
with their man made doctrines, their religious programs, and
their self-serving ministries, because their hearts have been
hardened through these influences in their lives. Those of
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us who are under the New Covenant are not that different
from Israel of old. The leaders and the people of the land
turned a deaf ear to the prophets that the Lord sent to warn
them to turn from their wickedness.
The chances are that the leaders will continue to preach
an “I’m o.k. you’re o.k.” watered down gospel which is
another gospel than that which Jesus Christ and His apostles
delivered to the Church, and our nation will slowly
deteriorate more and more into gross moral decay, because
a Standard of Biblical Righteousness and Holiness was not
held up by the Christians in America.
The reason? Because most of the messengers of the
Church in America are like the last one Jesus addressed:
Rev 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God;
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spew thee out of my mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eye salve, that thou mayest see.
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore,
and repent.
Somehow, Christians in America think that they will
never see this country fall. They think they will always enjoy
freedom. So did Christians in Russia, in Romania, and in
many other countries that fell into the hands of the
oppressors. In the Old Testament, we see that the rebuke
and chastisement of the Lord on His people always resulted
in oppression and defeat at the hands of their enemies.
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We have become so lulled to complacency that a
book like this will be seen by many as “one of those
gloom and doom” negative confession books. But
there will be some who will hear the message, and
will be aware of the urgency to strive for reform in the
Church. If you are one of these, please copy this book
and distribute it to as many people as you can.
I honestly don’t think it is too late for us as a nation to
return to Christian values. But we need to take action NOW.
The message for the Church in America and her
ministers is to repent of their compromise, their apathy, and
their self-serving glory seeking ways, to return to her First
Love, and to heed the Words of the Lord Jesus Christ:
Rev 22:11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be.
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last.
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city.
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
Eze 22:23 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
24 Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed,
nor rained upon in the day of indignation.
25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a
roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have
taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many
widows in the midst thereof.
26 Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy
things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane,
neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the
clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned
among them.
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27 Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey,
to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.
28 And her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar,
seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord
GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken.
29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised
robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrongfully.
30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not
destroy it: but I found none.
31 Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have
consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I
recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.
The Word must go out to the Church in America to
“Awake to Righteousness, and sin not”. If the
leadership will pursue after Holiness, maybe the Christians in
America will follow suit, and be able to have ears to hear
what the Lord would have His people to hear.
At the beginning of my journey up the Mississippi River,
I and a few other men of God (Pastor Duke Chance, Brother
Andy, Charlie Plaisance, and Abel Plaisance) took a boat
over to Fort St. Philip on January 12, 2002, and pled the
Blood of Jesus Christ over our Nation, and we prayed this
prayer as we planted a Christian flag in the soil there:
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PRAYER OF REPENTANCE FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 2002
Father God, we pray this prayer that Daniel prayed on behalf
of Israel, and we pray for the Peace of Israel and for Your
Sovereign Will to be done in this Nation of ours.
With Daniel, we confess we have done wickedly and have
turned every man to his own agendas and his own selfish
desires.
We confess that Your Church has been divided because Your
People have strayed from You, and have desired the things
of the World rather than the furtherance of Your Kingdom.
Forgive us for our sins, and seeking our own things instead
of Your Will.
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We confess that because of our selfish ambition, our love for
our brothers and sisters has grown cold. Forgive us for our
selfishness.
Forgive Your people, for becoming conformed to this world,
and letting worldliness and covetousness come into our lives.

Lord, we confess that to a large degree, those of us whom
You have chosen to put into Leadership have been intent on
pursuing our own success, and establishing our own
kingdoms here on earth. Forgive us for our professionalism
and our man-centered programs and for leaning on our own
understanding instead of acknowledging You in all our ways.
We confess that we have emulated the ways of the world in
an attempt to “make Christianity more appealing to those
who are in the world”, despite the fact that You have told us
not to be conformed to the world, but to be transformed by
the renewing of our minds.
Lord, we ask that You enable those of us that You have put
into Leadership to have hearts only for You. You said You
would give Your People pastors after Your own heart, which
shall feed the people with knowledge and understanding, if
only Your people would stop justifying their wickedness and
their backsliding.
Lord, in Jeremiah, You said to proclaim these words to the
North, and to Say “Return, thou backsliding Israel”, and You
promised that You would not cause Your anger to fall upon
her.
Lord, we proclaim these words to Your backsliding people,
The Spiritual Israel in this nation, and the natural Israel, and
we say, “Return, oh Backsliding Israel.”
Father, Our Nation has been given over to severe corruption
and moral decay.
Your Church has looked away while millions of unborn
children are murdered.
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Your Church has looked away while our neighbors are in
bondage.
Your Church has looked away while children are killing
children.
Your Church has looked away while immorality runs rampant
in our streets.
Your Church has looked away while our neighbors are dying
without You.
Your Church has looked away while people have been sick
and had no one to comfort them. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
Your Church has looked away while our brothers and sisters
are in need, yet we have plenty.
Your Church has looked away while people go hungry, yet
we are filled.
Your Church has looked away while people are thirsty, yet
we are satisfied.
Your Church has looked away while people are left in prison
with no hope, yet we are free.
Your Church has turned away from the strangers and the
homeless that are among them.
Your Church has turned away from those who have no
clothing, yet our closets are full.
Your Church has turned away from those who do not know
You, instead of leading them to You.
Your Church has turned away from You, while pursuing after
our own good.
We have honored You with our lips, yet our hearts have been
far from You.
We have not comforted the fatherless and the widow.
We have not sought Your Righteousness.
We have an appearance of godliness, but we have denied the
Power thereof through our disobedience to Your Word.
We have not sought to loose the heavy burdens of the people
around us.
We have not sought to comfort those who mourn.
We have not dealt our bread to the hungry.
We have not sought to loose the bands of wickedness.
We have not helped the oppressed to be freed from their
oppression.
We have been ashamed of You, and have hidden our light
behind the doors of our sanctuaries.
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We have been critical and judgmental of our brothers and
sisters who disagree with us.
We have not sought the restoration of our brothers and
sisters who have fallen; instead, we have been guilty of
pointing our fingers in accusation of each other.
Forgive us for leaving our first Love.
Forgive us for seeking financial gain for ourselves, instead of
the treasures of Your Kingdom.
Forgive us for wanting to be man pleasers instead of desiring
to please You.
Forgive us for seeking after teachers who would tell us what
we want to hear so we can justify our sins.
Forgive us for our self-righteousness.
Forgive us for our hypocrisy.
Forgive us for our apathy.
Forgive us for our Pride and our arrogance.
Forgive us Lord.
Have mercy on Your People, Lord, and cleanse us from our
unrighteousness.
Forgive us for not Obeying You, Lord.
Renew in us a clean heart.
Have mercy, and heal our land.
Oh Lord, have mercy, and help us to see the error of our
ways and help us to turn from them.

Jer 3:11-15
11
And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified
herself more than treacherous Judah.
12
Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return,
thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger
to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep
anger for ever.
13
Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against
the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under
every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.
14
Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married
unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will
bring you to Zion:
15
And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall
feed you with knowledge and understanding.
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Lord, we add our names and our country to the prayers of
Daniel:
Dan 9:5-19
5
We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from
thy judgments:
6
Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which
spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the
people of the land.
7
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of
faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah (and America), and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, (and Washington D.C.), and unto all Israel and
Christendom, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries
whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have
trespassed against thee.
8
O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
9
To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against him;
10
Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in
his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.
11
Yea, (Your Church the Body of Christ, and) all Israel have
transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice;
therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the
law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.
12
And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and
against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for
under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Israel
and America.
13
As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet
made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn
from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.
14
Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it
upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he
doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.
15
And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of
the land of Egypt (and The World) with a mighty hand, and hast gotten
thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.
16
O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine
anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy
mountain, (and Washington D.C., this land which was once founded
upon Christian principles): because for our sins, and for the iniquities of
our fathers, Jerusalem (and Washington D.C.) and thy people are become
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a reproach to all that are about us.
17
Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is
desolate, for the Lord's sake.
18
O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold
our desolations, and the People which are called by thy name: for we do
not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for
thy great mercies.
19
O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not,
for thine own sake, O my God: for thy cities, and thy Nations and thy
people are called by thy name.
Lord, help us to walk in obedience to Your Word in 2
Chronicles 7:14, which promises us:
2 Chr 7:14
14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.
Lord God, we affirm that we have walked away from
You, and we have not been the Light that You would have us
to be. We understand that Judgment begins at the House of
God.
We ask You to Forgive us for relying on the Political
process to make things Right instead of You, and we ask You
to teach us again Your Ways.
Forgive us for complaining and gossiping about those
who are in Authority over this country, instead of praying for
them. Restore this nation, Lord. We thank You that You are
married to us, and that we are your Bride. Forgive us of our
adulterous ways, and Rule over our lives and over this Land.
In the Name of the King of kings, The Lord of lords, Jesus
Christ, The Name above every name, we take rightful
possession of all the States that border the Mississippi River,
and claim them for the Glory of God to be revealed to this
Nation and the world in these last days.
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We bind every spirit and stronghold of false religion and
paganism and anti Christian doctrine from having any
foothold on the people of this region. We loose the
convicting and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit to reign
in the hearts and the minds of the people in this Land.
We Thank You, Holy Father, that You Sanctify Your People.
That You bring forth Your conviction on Your people
concerning Your Righteousness and Your Sovereignty. We
Thank You that You pour out Your Spirit anew on Your
people who live in these States, and that You raise up Your
people in boldness to retake the Land for Your Glory. Thank
You, Lord Jesus for Your Mercy and Your Grace.
We proclaim to Your Church, Return, Oh backsliding Israel.
Maranatha
In the Name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
I Jn 1:7-10
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us.
James 5:16-18
16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of
three years and six months.
18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought
forth her fruit.
It is time for the Church in America to rise up in its
God Given Authority and Power. Let True Revival
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spring up in our hearts and in our souls as we humble
ourselves before the Almighty God of all Creation.

HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE
SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES
Joe 2:13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the
LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind
him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of
his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is their God?
18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send
you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no
more make you a reproach among the heathen:
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APPENDIX 1
DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE

Malachi 3:5
And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false
swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the
widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right,
and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts

ADULTERY IN THE CHURCH
The Lord said in Malachi, that He would be a swift
witness against the adulterers. Divorce and remarriage is
epidemic in the church in America today.
Jesus said; “But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:
and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.(KJV)
It's not only the laity in general that are involved in this
adultery. More and more, we hear of those who are in
ministry who are divorcing their spouses, and remarrying,
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and still keeping their position in ministry. The message
being sent to the laity is that it's O.K. to engage in divorce
and remarriage.
The Body of Christ is so entrenched in their Esau-like
mentality, that they are selling out their inheritance for their
own self-gratification. Rather than work out problems with
their spouse, they prefer to run from their problems. If they
can't get along with this one, they will find one they can get
along with. Or so they think.
In First John we read:
I Jn 4:20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen? (KJV)
The same type of reasoning would apply to a
married couple.
You may see a couple who are “full of the Joy of the
Lord,” and yet who claim to have “irreconcilable differences”,
so they get a divorce, instead of working through these
differences. If a person makes a vow to the Lord, to love
Him and obey Him and to honor Him, how can he keep that
vow to God whom he hasn't seen, if he can't even keep it to
his wife who he has seen?
Most Christians who have gone through divorce and
remarriage because of irreconcilable differences, are actually
just giving up because things aren't going their way. This is
the same mentality as Esau.
Esau came in from the hunt, and was desirous of
immediate gratification. He sold his inheritance just because
he wanted to see immediate results. One spouse will
consider divorcing the other because they don't agree on
where they should worship.
One likes the church down the street that is vibrant and
active, and the other one likes the church twenty miles away
that is more “traditional”.
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The vibrant spouse will begin to think that the
traditional spouse may not be saved, because he prefers a
church where they sing from the hymnals. Or maybe he
might prefer a certain denomination over another one that
his spouse just cannot tolerate. Although she seems to be
more spiritual, her flesh rises up in frustration over his
seeming “lack of spirituality”.
She has “travailed in prayer” for her husband with
others at the church on behalf of her husband. Everyone
knows he goes to church. But he goes to that “dead church
across town”, and everyone “who is in the know”
understands that he isn't saved, because his wife has told
them that he isn't. He's so entrenched in the traditional dead
church, that they need to pray that his eyes will be opened
to the truth. He hunts too much.
Or he fishes too much.
Or he is too busy tinkering with his tools to really
devote his time to the things of the Lord.
They are “unequally yoked”, and she prays that he will
get a grip one day before it's too late. If only he could be
like Brother Gene, who is constantly telling others about
Jesus, and who is a real prayer warrior, and “so spiritual”.
Everyone knows that Brother Gene had the same problem
with his wife.
The whole prayer group at the church was praying that
either Gene's wife would get saved, or that the Lord would
free Gene up to serve Him more effectively.
She was so carnal. Gene would always come to the
prayer group so burdened by the struggles he was having at
home. It was really a blessing that she left Gene. Oh, we all
know that God hates divorce, but hey, in this case, it is
“obvious” that it's the best thing for all parties involved.
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Maybe divorce is being considered by the wife because
the husband isn't “providing for the family” like she thinks
he should be.
When they married, her eyes were all on him, and not
on his abilities. She soon finds out that he is an unskilled
laborer, and the type of jobs that he qualifies for will never
get them the fine things in life that she wants. Never mind
that he is diligent in his work, and that he is faithful, and
works hard.
As she meets more married couples, who have “more
going on for them,” she sees that she is on a “dead end
street” with this guy, and the other day she met a man in
their cell group who is definitely “set”, and could give her
the “things” that she wants. He seems to be a kind and
affectionate man. He seems sympathetic to her needs. She
realizes she has to make the move from rags to riches, and
the only way she is going to do that, is to divorce the one
she's with.
Of course, the situation is never as black and white as
what I have laid out here, but if the truth were to be known,
this is the underlying issue of many divorce-remarriages
today.
If he or she can't learn to be content and to love the
first one she married, regardless of what their situation is,
how can a “woman of God” or a “man of God” really be in
love with God, who instructs His children to be content in
whatsoever state they are in, whether they are abased, or
whether they abound (Phil 4:12) and Who says that we are
not to set our affections on the things below, but on the
things which are above? The fact of the matter is, they can't.
1 Jn 4:20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen;
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love
his brother also.

Or maybe the husband is considering divorce, because
the wife doesn't comply with all his standards. She's not
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submissive to him like the Bible says she should be. She's
stubborn and argument.
When he gets home from work, supper isn't usually
ready, or if it is ready, it's something he doesn't particularly
care for.
The house is messier than he would like it to be, and
here he was, working hard all day, to provide for them. The
least she could do is have supper ready when he gets home.
He's put up with this long enough.
He needs to dump this woman, and find someone who
will really appreciate him.
If he can't get beyond the circumstances in their
marriage, and seek for wisdom concerning how to resolve
these problems, how can he Love God, Who will refuse to be
manipulated by him, no matter what? God isn't our servant.
He doesn't respond to our wants when we command Him to
respond.
The Marriage Covenant is intended to be a picture of
the Covenant between a person and God. In Matthew 25,
Jesus talks of the Kingdom of heaven being likened to a
group of women who are waiting for their Bride Groom to
come
Matt 25:1-12;
1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom;
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish;
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps;
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him!
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are
gone out
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and
you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves
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10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not
The wise virgins have their mind engaged on the
coming of the Bridegroom. Their love for Him causes them
to be occupied in preparation for His coming.
The wise spouse will be sensitive to the issues and the
needs of their spouse. We are to love one another as we
love ourselves…if this is the case, we will be longsuffering to
one another. Like the wise virgins, who waited for their
bridegroom, the wise man or woman whose wife or husband
doesn't measure up to their expectations will wait patiently,
keeping that Holy-Spirit prayer lifted up in behalf of their
spouse.
The five wise virgins had entered into a covenant, and
would not break that covenant with their Bride Groom. They
were committed to wait for His coming no matter how long
He delayed. Likewise, the believing wife or husband will
understand the weight of their covenant with the Lord, and
will wait patiently for the unspiritual one to have their eyes
opened. Rather than finding a way out of their marriage,
they will intercede and not get discouraged, regardless of
how long they have waited.
1 Cor 7:10-17;
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband;
11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her
husband: and let not the husband put away his wife
12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that
believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her
away;
13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.
14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now
are they holy
15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not
under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace
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16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or
how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?
17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every
one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches
The wise spouse will follow the prescription that was
given in 1 Peter 3:1-7:
1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any
obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the
conversation of the wives;
2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear;
3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair,
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;
4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price
5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands;
6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are,
as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement;
7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. (KJV)
Sometimes the provisions the Lord gives us do not
satisfy our fleshly desires, but they are sufficient to satisfy
our needs. When we walk with the Lord, our life may not be
as orderly as we want it to be. Every time we turn around,
there may be a test or a trial that comes our way that
threatens to mess up our routine, and how we think it
should be.
No matter how hard we work for the Lord, sometimes it
seems like we don't get the rewards for our labor that we
think we might deserve. If the man can't tolerate his wife
not complying with his every whim and wish, how will he be
able to tolerate his relationship with God, Who won't comply
with his every whim and wish?
The fact of the matter is, he won't be able to, and he
will never be satisfied in his relationship to the Lord. When
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life doesn't go the way he thinks it should, he will have to
deal with frustration and disappointment.
I could go on and list a number of different scenarios
that Christians use to justify themselves in getting a divorce.
But in every instance, except for the case of fornication, the
Bible says that there are no legitimate grounds for divorce.
If we can't be faithful to uphold a vow we made with one
another “for better or for worse, in sickness or in health, for
richer or for poorer,” how can we expect to maintain our
vow with God, who we cannot see?
Christians today are slipping into adultery in greater
numbers than ever before because of the divorce-remarriage
issue. Christians who haven't learned to honor their vow
with their spouses, won't learn to honor their vow with God.
One minute they will be true to Him, and the next minute,
they will turn away from Him because things are not going
their way.
Rarely will anyone ever live up to anyone else's
standards.
It is a fact that none of us can ever live up to God's
standards, and yet He loves us, and is long suffering toward
us, despite our shortfalls. If we were able to honestly look at
ourselves in our relationship with God, we would have to
face the fact that we are a very pitiful bride. Yet consider
what a wonderful Husband He is to us, and how He bears
long with us, and intercedes on our behalf so that we may
become the Bride that He longs for us to be.
The Word of God in Malachi says that God will be a
swift witness against the adulterers in the church. I believe
that the burden of the guilt lies on the shepherds who refuse
to instruct their flock in the Way of God, and who condone
divorce and remarriage in their congregations “because of
the changing times”
Some may ask at this point, “Well, I have already
divorced and remarried. Is there any hope for me?” I
personally believe that God deals with us where we are at,
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and not where we have been; and what we know to be true,
and not according to our speculations. I cannot stand in
judgment of my brother or sister for their error. There is
ONE Who is the Righteous Judge, and that ONE isn't me!
My responsibility is to obey the Lord and to do what I
know that He requires of me. According to the Word of God,
I believe that Divorce and Remarriage is a sin, and if I were
to divorce my wife and get married again, I believe I would
be guilty of the sin of adultery. I would be sinning willfully,
saying, “I know what the Bible says, but I choose to live this
way, anyway”.
I personally believe that this is where Hebrews 10:26
comes in:
Heb 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins
27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries
28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses
29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done
despite unto the Spirit of grace
Maybe a very sincere brother and sister in the Lord
(note that they are not just going to hear what they want to
hear) who had both been previously married, but who loved
each other, were counseled by their pastor or some other
“man of God” concerning divorce and remarriage. This man
of God may have advised them, by saying “Although the
Bible may seem to speak against it, because of the “culture”
of our day, divorce and remarriage is all right in the eyes of
God”, and since they got this counsel from a “man of God”,
they trusted in his advice, and they got married to one
another.
I believe that the “man of God” who gave them the
wrong advice will be the one who is held accountable for
their sin. I personally believe they themselves may receive
mercy from God because of their ignorance.
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But God is the Righteous Judge. If I am approached by
a brother or sister as to what my understanding is
concerning divorce and remarriage, I will be very careful to
point them to the Word of God, and not to my opinion.
Again, I am very grateful that there is ONE Righteous
Judge, and that I am not Him! BUT I PRAY THAT THE LORD
WILL NEVER FIND ME GUILTY OF MISUSING THE WORD OF
GOD TO JUSTIFY MY SIN, OR THE SINS OF OTHERS.
Some may ask: What if I was married before I got
saved, and got a divorce from my wife before I was saved?
Now that I am a Christian, does that mean I can't get
married?
Personally, I believe when I come to Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior, He forgives me of ALL MY SINS that I
committed in the past. I am a new creature. Everything I
had done in the past is forgiven me. It is as if I had never
done it.
Now if I was a murderer, my sins are forgiven, and I
am not to murder ever again.
If I was a thief, my thefts are forgiven, and I am not to steal
any more.
If I was a fornicator, my fornication is forgiven, and I am not
to fornicate any more.
By the same token, if I was married and divorced, my
divorce is forgiven, and I am not to divorce again. I believe
that the marriage I was once involved with has no ties to my
new life, other than my responsibility to any children I may
have fathered. I personally believe the Christian who was
divorced as a non-believer, can get remarried in his new life,
but as a Christian, there is no room for another divorce and
remarriage issue.
1Ti 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that
he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
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13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love
which is in Christ
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APPENDIX 2
The Role of the Woman in the Church
Obviously, the Word of God leaves room for the woman
of God to prophesy. In the Old Testament, we see that
Miriam and Deborah were both mighty prophetesses. Miriam
led bands of women in victorious celebration of the Hebrew’s
conquering of their enemies (Ex 15:20), and Deborah
became the judge of the nation and led the Hebrews to
victory in lieu of Barak’s unwillingness to advance against
Sisera’s army without her (Judges 4:4-8). Huldah’s counsel
was sought by both the high priest and those whom the king
had appointed (2 Ch 34:22, 2 Ki 22:14).
This gift of prophecy for women did not stop with the
advent of the New Covenant. We read of Anna in Luke 2:36
who was a very influential and respected prophetess in
Israel at the time of Jesus’ birth. Phillip the evangelist had
four daughters who were prophetesses (Acts 21:9). Indeed,
in Joel, we are promised that God would pour out His Spirit
upon all flesh in the latter days, upon both the sons and the
daughters who would prophesy (Joel 2:28). In 1 Cor. 11:5,
provision is made for the woman who would prophesy in the
Church.
God ordained that not only men, but women as well
could take the vow of a Nazarite (Num 6:2). They were
partakers in the ministry of worship at the Temple (Ps
68:25, Ezra 2:65).
In the New Testament, we read that Phoebe was a
deaconess (servant) of the Church at Cenchrea. Dorcas was
also a servant to the people through the many things she
did to minister to others (Acts 9:36). Paul gave credit to
many women who labored in the ministry (Rom 16:1, 3, 6,
12, 15, Phil 4:3).
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There are ample opportunities and viable ways for
women to minister. I believe the important thing to
understand is that the woman is not to usurp authority (1
Tim 2:12) over the man. As there is order in the heavenly
realm, so there is order in the earthly Christian realm as
well.
I believe that 1 Corinthians 11 beautifully illustrates
how the woman’s role in the Church will be fulfilled if she
does it in God’s order. The key to understanding 1 Cor. 11 is
found in verse 3:
1Co 11:3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Paul wrote: BUT I WOULD HAVE YOU TO KNOW…
Before he went into the teaching he was about to give, he
had to set some guidelines. They were that the “head” of
every man is Christ. The “head” of the woman is the man,
and the head of Christ is God. The word “head” here is the
Greek word “Kephale” which means the literal head of a
person. It’s important to understand this if we are to
comprehend what Paul is actually saying. He is taking a
spiritual truth and comparing it to a natural thing, as a type
of parable. Many people have read this passage of scripture
in the light of what it says, and as a result, they have had
the women to wear a covering on their heads, but I
personally believe their premise is wrong, because they have
overlooked the significance of Paul’s words in verse 3.
Let’s attempt to follow Paul’s words in the verses that
follow:
1Co 11:4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered,
dishonoreth his head.
We saw in verse three that the “head” (kephale) of the
man was Christ. Now here we see if a man prays or
prophesies with his “head” (kephale – Christ) covered, he
dishonors his “head” (kephale – Christ). If a man prays or
prophesies and doesn’t give all the Glory to his Head, who is
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Christ, he dishonors Christ. There is a lot of that being done
today. That Paul wasn’t speaking of a literal covering here
can be realized by the fact that Paul was a Jew, and as a
Jew, he would have been accustomed to wearing the prayer
shawl (tallis) that Jewish men wear over their heads during
their times of prayer.
Now we have seen that the woman’s “head” is the
man.
1Co 11:5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head
uncovered dishonoreth her head: for that is even all one as if she were
shaven.
If the woman is praying or prophesying without her
head (the man) covered (by Christ), then she dishonors her
man – because the man is to be the head of the house, and
not the woman, and when a woman is known as the spiritual
head of the house, it brings dishonor to the man.
She prays or prophesies without the proper authority
that she needs to be under. To liken the spiritual truth of
this to the natural realm of life, Paul says it would bring the
same kind of shame on her as if she was bald. The glory of
the Corinthian women was their hair, and they could relate
to this comparison that Paul was making. The woman who
usurps authority over the man is out of order, and is without
a proper covering.
Paul drives this point home in the next verse (6). “If
you don’t have a man for your covering, then you might as
well just go ahead and shave your hair off as well! But if you
agree that it’s a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven,
you need to have a man to be your covering”. The Greek
word “covered” here means to be completely hidden.
Just as the man should seek to give Christ all the Glory,
the woman should seek in all things to give her man the
honor, and not to seek any glory for herself. A lot of women
love to be recognized as being spiritual, and as being a
“prophetess”, or to have some other kind of title of respect,
but Paul is telling the woman she should not seek any glory
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for herself, just as the man was not to rob the Glory from
His Head, who was Christ.
1Co 11:6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be
a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.
Paul continues with his teaching, saying that the man
should not cover or “hide” (same word as in the previous
verse) his head (Christ), because he is the image and glory
of God (Who is Christ), and the woman is the glory of the
man, which clarifies what I was saying in the previous
paragraph. Just as the woman is to be “hidden” by the man,
the man is to be “hidden” by the Lord Jesus Christ.
1Co 11:7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is
the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.
8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.
9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.
This is why a woman is not to usurp authority over the
man…because of the order that God has placed in the
heavenlies. The next verse bears this out. Again, referring
back to verse 5, Paul says:
1Co 11:10 For this cause ought the woman to have power (authority) on
her head because of the angels.
Now, lest the man gets all puffed up and begins to
think that he is superior to the woman in anyway, Paul
brings in a great reality check:
1Co 11:11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the
woman without the man, in the Lord.
12
For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the
woman; but all things of God.
The man needs the woman, and the woman needs the
man. God’s Design is that they must work together in
harmony with one another to further the Kingdom of God.
No one is to seek his or her own honor. They are to seek
each other’s good, and to work together to bring all the
Glory to Christ.
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Paul concludes his teaching with another natural
illustration that the Corinthians could relate to. He begins by
telling them in effect, “Look, you be the judge. After all I
told you, is it really proper that a woman should pray unto
God without a man as her covering?”
1Co 11:13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God
uncovered?
Then he brings the illustration even more to the point.
He mentions the fact that nature itself teaches them that if a
man has long hair it is a shame to him. This would illustrate
that a man shouldn’t cover (or hide) his “head” (Christ). And
the fact that long hair is a woman’s glory shows that she
needs to be covered by the man’s authority.
1Co 11:14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him?
15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given
her for a covering.
As I indicated earlier, some denominations interpret
these verses entirely from a fleshly point of view, and they
miss the whole point of what Paul was saying, so they
require the women to don a covering of some sort for their
heads, and require the men to wear close cropped hair.
Jesus said that the flesh profits nothing, but that the
Words He spoke were Spirit and they were Life. Paul
rebuked the Galatians, because they had bought into a
“works oriented - salvation” doctrine, which Paul had not
preached. In missing the spiritual Truths that Paul is
speaking here, many denominations have fallen into
bondage to their flesh. But to help the reader understand
the spiritual significance of what Paul was trying to convey, I
would like to bring a few important points to the reader’s
attention.
The first thing I would like to point out was that Paul
was appealing to the nature of the Corinthian’s mindset and
lifestyle when he said “Doth not even nature itself teach
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you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto
him?”
For those who would say that the last statement is
erroneous, and that Paul wasn’t just referring to Corinthian
culture, let’s consider some important factors. If you look in
the history books, you will see that the busts and sculptures
of the Corinthian and the Roman people as well as almost
every other nation had short haired men and long haired
women. Yet Paul was a Hebrew. He knew that His God
made a provision for the most sanctified of men and women
(Nazarites) that they would not cut their hair. The most
famous of these was Samson.
Certainly if God Himself thought that it was a sin or a
shame for a man to have long hair, He wouldn’t have set the
law of the Nazarite into place.
But that’s not all…
Paul was also familiar that God had told His People that
the men were not to be like the rest of the heathen around
them, and that they were not to round the corners of their
heads, or to mar the corners of their beards (Lev 19:27).
Absalom had long hair, and the Bible didn’t speak
disdainfully of his hair (2 Sam 14:28). In the Song of
Solomon, we read:
Son 5:10 My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.
11 His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a
raven.
The word “bushy” carries with it the idea of vibration, a
trailing bough (as pendulous). I think we can see that God
isn’t really concerned about the hair issue. It is the Spirit
that gives Life. The flesh profits nothing.
Again, I refer the reader to the fact that the Israelite
men covered their own heads with a kippah or a tallis
(prayer shawl) as they would pray to God.
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Plus, if Paul was actually referring to NATURE rather
than the culture of the people, then we would have to say,
no, Paul, because in Nature, it is the male lion that has the
long hair, the Male peacock who has the showy display… And
then to end his teaching, in order to make sure that the
Corinthians understood that he wasn’t talking about the
“hair” or the “veil” issue, but the spiritual Truth behind the
illustration, he explained to them that if anyone cared to be
quarrelsome or fond of strife concerning the hair or veil
issue, neither Paul nor the churches of God had such a
custom.
1Co 11:16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom,
neither the churches of God.
So concerning the issue of the woman’s role in the
Church, I believe they have quite a bit of liberty, as
long as they are under a man’s authority. I personally
don’t believe that Scripture permits them to be pastors. But
the Word of God says that they may prophesy as long as
they are under the authority of a man. Although Deborah
was the real hero, she was still under the authority of Barak.
Throughout the Bible, the Word of God teaches that
women may and are very capable of ministry. It says that
they may worship, and even lead worship (like Miriam). Paul
acknowledged Priscilla as well as Aquila as co-laborers in the
ministry (Rom 16:3). As a matter of fact, Priscilla and Aquila
both taught Apollos concerning the things of God. The key is
that while Priscilla actually was involved in teaching a man
the Way of God, she did not usurp authority over him. Aquila
was her covering.
There are women who have more of a heart for the
things of God than a lot of men. I believe they have a very
pivotal role in the establishment of the Kingdom of God, but
everything must be done decently and in order.
God has an unapologetic order of the way things work.
In 1 Timothy 2:13, the Apostle Paul explains that the reason
why a woman is not to usurp authority over the man is that
the man was first formed, and then the woman. In verse 14,
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he explains that the woman was the one who was deceived
by the serpent.
Although there are obvious exceptions, generally
speaking, women are more emotional than men. Adam had
received the commandment from the Lord, and had passed
that Word down to Eve. But the serpent appealed to Eve
through her emotional sentiments. First, he appealed to her
sense of logic. “You won’t die…God just wants you to be
subordinate to Him, and He knows that in the day that you
eat of that fruit, you will be as gods...”
Oh! What an opportunity! To become like gods! Her
emotions were now beginning to take over…she saw that the
tree was PLEASANT to the eyes, and that it was DESIRED to
make one wise, and she fell for the lie. Satan had appealed
to her emotional side.
The Word of God requires simple obedience. As a rule,
men don’t deal with emotions as being a part of their
decision process. A man deals with what is before him.
Women are often inclined to make decisions based on their
feelings. I am not down-playing emotions. They are
important, and that is where the woman compliments the
man. Generally speaking, women are more inclined to show
compassion than men.
The bottom line is that obedience is of the utmost
importance in a Christian’s life, whether they are a man or a
woman. And God has set forth an order in the Church. To
wrestle with it or try to explain it away is to join league with
the serpent in the garden. In this day of feminism and
homosexual confusion, a message like this is not popular –
but the option is before us to choose who it is that we will
serve and obey. The Word of God is unchanging, and does
not bow to popular consensus.
Having said all of that, I believe the biggest honor for a
woman is to be a Lois or a Eunice, or a Hanna or a Sarah, or
King Lemuel’s mother. Mothers of honor. Mothers of men
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and women of God who impact this world for the furtherance
of the Kingdom of God.
2Ti 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am
persuaded that in thee also.

Pro 31:1 The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught
him.
2 What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my
vows?
3 Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth
kings.
4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for
princes strong drink:
5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the
afflicted.
6 Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those
that be of heavy hearts.
7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.
8 Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to
destruction.
9 Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and
needy.
10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have
no need of spoil.
12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.
13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.
14 She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.
15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household,
and a portion to her maidens.
16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she
planteth a vineyard.
17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.
18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by
night.
19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.
20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her
hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are
clothed with scarlet.
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22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.
23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of
the land.
24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the
merchant.
25 Strength and honor are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to
come.
26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of
kindness.
27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread
of idleness.
28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.
29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.
30 Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the
LORD, she shall be praised.
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in
the gates.
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APPENDIX 3

MY PERSONAL TESTIMONY
Drugs. Alcohol. Unrestrained sexual lusts. A criminal mind.
Prison time for robbery. Liar. Cheat. Pimp. Deciet.
Selfishness.
The Bible says that those who live like I had lived cannot
enter the Kingdom of God. But then it says
"AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU, BUT YOU ARE WASHED, BUT
YOU ARE SANCTIFIED, BUT YOU ARE JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD JESUS, AND BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD." (1 Cor.6:11)
Too often, I hear of people dwelling more on their life
beforeChrist, than what their life in Christ is now. I don't
particularly care to dwell on what I was outside of Jesus.
Suffice it to say that JESUS SET ME FREE!
In the fall of 1983, I was headed for Salt Lake City, Utah,
after a six month visit to my home town in Northern
Minnesota. I had spent a couple of months in jail for trying
to outrun a game warden, which resulted in a head-on
collision with the game warden (it's a long story), but it
didn't stop there. My engine was still running, the game
warden's head was on the steering wheel, and I thought I'd
killed him. I put my car in reverse, went around him, and
soon was facing a road block, which I attempted to run
through, but my tire blew before I could do it. Praise the
Lord. I would have probably been killed, because the officers
had their guns trained on me, just as the tire blew.
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Anyway, after some jail time, I headed for Salt Lake City to
go to work on a highline tower construction job. I told the
girl I had spent the summer with (the part of summer that I
wasn't in jail) that I would come back to get her after I got
settled in Salt Lake City. I was lying to her. I liked her, but I
couldn't stay faithful to one woman. On the way, I thought I
would stop and say good bye to a couple of ex-party friends
of mine, Dave and Lorinda Nasson. Dave was a big
Chippewa Indian who I used to party with, and some times
he would get very violent when he got drunk. Lorinda was
the sister of the girl I was leaving behind. She used to get
high all the time. But now they were Christians, and they
didn't do the things they used to do. Even though I knew
they would preach to me, I stopped anyway, because
Christian or no, they were still my friends.

PHILOSOPHY VERSUS THE TRUTH
Sure enough, when I got there, they started telling me
about Jesus. My time in prison had given me three and a
half years to study philosophy and religion, so I had all sorts
of arguments to offer them. Every thing they told me went
in one ear and out the other; because I figured that they
were just too close minded for me to reason with them.
After all, I had studied Buddhism, Hinduism, Astrology,
Palmistry, witchcraft, and American Indian Religions; I had
read the Bhagavad Ghita, the Koran, the Satanic Bible by
Anton Lavey, and the Life of Buddah, and a number of other
books on religion and philosophy; I had studied the writings
of Gurdjeiff and Confucious and Mencius, and several other
confused teachers who claimed “enlightenment”. I had
practiced yoga, and experimented with meditation and
dabbled in the Occult. For some one to tell me that Jesus
was the ONLY WAY was just too unreasonable to me.
Oh, I believed in Jesus. Historically, there was no doubt that
He existed. But I thought He was just a good man, a
prophet, a sage, a shaman, a yogi, a guru, a man who had
reached a higher level of consciousness than most men had
ever reached. I thought He was like Buddha, or Muhammad.
But no way would I be close minded enough to say He was
the ONLY WAY. But one time, a man held a gun to my head,
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and outwardly, I defied him to pull the trigger, but inwardly,
I prayed to Jesus to get me out of this one. Another time I
had spent 48 hours in a Minnesota blizzard with little more
than a sweater and a couple of pairs of pants and a thin
summer sleeping bag. I called on Jesus then, too. Another
time, when I was hitchhiking in Idaho, my packsack was all
that was between me and a rattlesnake. I was talking to
Jesus then, as well. Several other times, I had been in
danger, and each time I called on Jesus, not to mention the
many times I spent hugging a commode after a long hard
drunken binge, puking my guts out, and swearing to Jesus
that I'd never do THAT again.
AT THOSE TIMES IN MY LIFE, IT NEVER ENTERED
INTO MY MIND TO CALL ON ANYONE BUT JESUS.
Anyway, I stood there arguing and philosophizing with Dave,
Lorinda, and Dave's sister for three and a half hours, trying
to get them to see my point. During those three and a half
hours, Dave would repeat one phrase over and over again.
He'd say: "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
and the evidence of things not seen." I didn't know what
that meant, it didn't make any sense to me, and after a
while, I began to conclude that maybe the reason he had
become a Christian was because the drugs had gotten to his
mind, because he just kept on repeating that phrase over
and over again. It got so that I would know when he was
going to say it, because he would get this funny look on his
face, and say, "Now...." and inwardly, I would say it with
him..."Yeah, yeah, 'faith is the substance of things hoped
for, and the evidence of things not seen'".
After about three hours, their pastor, Lonnie Lee and his
wife came over and joined them while they witnessed to me.
After another half hour, I said, "Look guys, I have a long
way to go yet, so I really should be going." Lonnie asked if
they could pray with me. I told them sure; they could pray
for me all they want. I didn't realize they meant right there.
They grabbed hold of my arm, and led me to the kitchen and
sat me down on a chair and started to pray for me. My head
was down, and it was hard for me to keep from laughing
because Dave, that big once-so-violent man was saying "oh,
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yes, Jesus", and it seemed so out of character with the Dave
I had known. I left, after Lonnie explained that they had
prayed that God would reveal Himself to me through the
Holy Spirit.
About 150-200 miles down the road, I checked into a motel
in Fairbault, Minnesota. There was a bar near by, but I knew
that if I went to the bar at 7:00 in the evening, there was a
good chance that I would spend too much of my traveling
money, so I sat in my room, and a sudden restlessness
came over me. I turned on the television, but I always
thought the television was a waste of time, so I just went
through the channels and turned it off. I noticed a Bible on
the bed stand, but I ignored it, and went and took a shower.
When I came out of the shower, as I dried my hair, I noticed
that Gideon's Bible again. I picked it up, and said a prayer,
something like: "God, you had five of Your best people
telling me about Jesus today. If Jesus is the ONLY WAY, if
You think I can be a Christian, and if You think you could
forgive me for my sins, now's the time to tell me." When you
are alone in a motel room, you can get serious with God,
and no one will care, because no one will see you. I opened
the Bible, and expected some thunder, a loud voice, an
earthquake or an angel to appear, but nothing happened. I
laid down on the bed and started to read right where I had
opened the Bible to.

TESTIMONY CONTINUED
The Bible had opened to the book of Romans. I naturally
started to read at the top left hand corner of the left hand
page, and by the time I got to the last verse at the bottom
right hand corner of the right page, I was ready to conclude
that there was nothing there for me. No thunder, no Voice
from heaven, no earthquake, no angel to tell me that Jesus
was the ONLY WAY. Not only that, but I couldn't even
remember what I had just read. To me, the text had been
dry and boring. I figured it was time to go to the bar. But
there was a part of me that really knew what the Truth was,
and that part of me persuaded me to read just a little more.
So I read the rest of the page, and went to turn the page.
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Now, I was lying flat on my back, and as I turned the page,
I stretched my arms above me and yawned. As I did so, a
page came floating out of the Bible and landed on my chest.
I picked up that page, and my eyes went instantly to the
chapter that was in bold print. "CHAPTER 11". I read the
first verse under chapter 11, and it said "Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things
not seen" (HEB 11:1). Immediately, I remembered Dave
saying that verse over and over again. I looked at the page
number. Page 913. (I kept the page). I used to go to the
horse track at Delta Downs in Vinton, Louisiana almost on a
weekly basis when I lived in Houston. I understood the odds
of that particular page falling out on my chest. When I
acknowledged the impossibility of that happening, God
touched me with His Sweet Holy Spirit. I gave my heart to
Him right then and there. He had answered my questions.
Yes, Jesus was the ONLY WAY, Yes, I could be a Christian,
and Yes, He would forgive my sins. I forgot about the bar. I
stayed there and read the rest of Hebrews 11, and
understood what it was saying. I stayed up late into the
night, reading and understanding the Word of God.
I was in Salt Lake City for a month, when the Lord put a
great desire in my heart for that girl I had left behind. I
asked Him to join our hearts together. Then I drove all the
way back to Minnesota, and told her about my conversion.
Michelle wanted Jesus too. Since that day we have been
together, and are happily married, with SEVEN children as of
this printing, and have been on a wonderful journey of faith
and growth together in the things of God!
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APPENDIX 4
WHY THE ROBE?
Many people ask me why I wear a white robe as I carry
the cross.
Contrary to what many may think, it is NOT so I can
act like Jesus. If that was the case, my robe would not be
white…it would be covered with blood…similar to the
precious Blood my Savior shed for me and everyone else in
this world.
The White Robe is a reminder to all who care to know
that it is His Blood and His Blood alone that cleanses us from
all our sin.
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It is a reminder that those who profess to be Christians
have been bought with a Price (1 Cor 6:20; 7:23).
That Price was a selfless act of Love by One Who lived
a sinless life and Who took our sins upon Himself to redeem
a self centered people from the penalty of Hell as a
consequence of their sin-filled life.
It is a reminder to Christians that since we have been
bought with a Price, we are to live our lives as a temple of
the Holy Spirit. We are to live our lives daily seeking to
glorify God in all we say and do.
Jesus tells a parable of ten virgins who were waiting for
their Bridegroom (Matt. 25:1). Five were wise, and five were
foolish. The five wise ones prepared themselves to be ready
for their Bridegroom. The foolish ones did not. When the
Bridegroom came, the wise ones entered into His chambers.
The foolish ones were not ready for His coming.
In Revelation 19:8, we see that those who had made
themselves ready for the marriage of the Lamb (Jesus
Christ) will be clothed in fine linen, clean and white, which is
the righteousness of the saints.
We are called to be ready. The White Robe is a call to
my Christian brothers and sisters to prepare themselves for
His Coming. Are you living your life striving to glorify Jesus
in everything you do? Do others see the Righteousness of
Christ in your life? If not, you need to prepare yourself for
His coming.
In Revelation 3, the Lord speaks to the angel
(messenger) of the church in Sardis. He tells him that he
has a reputation that he lives, yet the Lord knows that
spiritually, he is dead. The Lord counsels him to repent, to
prepare himself (be watchful), and to strengthen the things
that remain in his relationship to God. His service to God is
seriously lacking, but at the same time, He is told there are
some in the church who have not defiled their garments.
They have been in a state of preparedness for their Lord.
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The Lord says these are worthy.
He says that everyone who OVERCOMES, WILL BE
CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT, and He will not blot their
names out of the book of Life.
In Matt 10:32-33, Jesus said if we confess Him before
men, He will confess us before the Father. If we deny Him
before men, He will also deny us before His Father.
The messenger to the church in Sardis is told that if he
overcomes, Jesus will confess him before the Father and His
angels.
There are many who profess Him with their mouths,
but in their works they deny Him.
Titus 1:16
16
They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.
Christian; the God Who created us wants a sincere
relationship with us. He wants more than just a religious
acknowledgement of His existence. Are you seeking to
glorify Him in your life? Do others see the Love of Jesus
Christ and your love for Jesus Christ reflected in your life? If
not, you need to acknowledge your need of repentance, and
prepare your heart for your Bridegroom. It will be a serious
Day when we stand before the Lord. Will you be clothed in
White? Are you prepared? God wants you to succeed. All you
have to do is draw near to Him with a sincere heart, and He
will take care of the rest.
Finally, the White Robe is a call to those who are not
yet Christians to surrender their lives to Jesus, so they, too,
can be clothed in White at His coming.
Those who are not clothed, and who think they can make it
some other way than through the shed Blood of Jesus Christ
are sorely mistaken (Matt 22:11-12, John 14:6). Time is
shorter than you might think.
Heb9:27; 2 Pet 3:9; Rom 10:9,10; Mark 8:36
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WHY THE CROSS?

Originally, the purpose for carrying the cross in the
ministry the Lord has called me to was to serve as a visual
form of evangelism.
When a person sees a cross, their mind automatically
associates the cross with Christianity, and the Founder of
the Christian Faith, Jesus Christ.
As a Born Again child of God, my desire is to see others
come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. I am firmly
convinced that there is no other way to enter into the
Kingdom of God, except through that saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ. Some people may disagree with me on this
point, and seek to enter into a philosophical discussion, but
what I am saying has nothing to do with philosophy; which I
believe other religions are the product of.
No other religious leader lived a sinless life, and shed his
or her blood so that mankind could be saved from the
flames of Hell. Only Jesus Christ did that. And no other
religious leader can change a person’s life just by
calling on his name.
The sight of the cross has served as a reminder to many
of Jesus Christ’s unselfish sacrifice on our behalf.
Another purpose for carrying the cross is to serve as a
reminder to Christians of Jesus’ words, when He said in
Matt. 16:24, “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?”
What did Jesus mean when He said that?
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Christians are praying for a “revival” to sweep over this
land, but we have confused the term “revival” with a couple
of meetings that result in making us feel good about
ourselves and our walk with the Lord. While I carry this
cross, I am also praying for a revival to sweep over this
land, but I believe my understanding of a revival is quite
different than most Christian’s perceptions.
When you revive someone, you bring them out of an
unconscious state into a conscious state. Christians in
America have been lulled to sleep and have been
complacent and apathetic concerning their walk and the
state of our Nation for far too long. Jesus Christ called us to
be the Light of the World. If the Light shines, darkness
cannot prevail.
But Christians in America have been so self-centered
concerning their own well being, and seeking after their own
worldly comfort, that they have forgotten to let their light
shine. As a result, an epidemic of drugs, sexually contracted
diseases, gang violence, and every type of crime is sweeping
across our land, because there is no standard of Hope being
presented to our country.
If we hope to see our nation healed of this epidemic,
Christians will have to get out of their comfort zones, and be
willing to let the Light of Christ shine through them. The
world needs to see the transforming presence of Christ in
our lives.
Countless Christians who have truly been Born Again
have a testimony they can share of how Jesus Christ had
transformed their lives from living in the darkness of sin to
dwelling in His Light. Every truly Born Again Christian can
attest to the Truth of the Bible which says:
2 Cor 5:17
17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.
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Fear of rejection or mockery silences the Christian’s
testimony. Jesus said we need to die to ourselves, and not
worry about that. People are in danger of Hell, and they
need to be told of Christ’s Love.
True revival will come when we humble ourselves enough
to let the Light of Jesus shine before men. Souls will be
saved, and lives will be changed, and our nation will be
healed, when we pick up our cross daily for Jesus.

APPENDIX 5
STEPS TO PERSONAL AND CORPORATE REVIVAL

2Ki 22:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the
daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.
2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in
all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to
the left…
Josiah’s testimony is that he did that which was right in
the sight of the LORD, and he turned not aside to the right
hand or the left. The book of Chronicles (34:3) tells us that
when he was 16, he began to seek after the God of David,
and when he was 20, he began to purge Judah and
Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the
carved images, and the molten images.

206

He decreed that the altars of Baalim would be broken
down in his presence, and that the images that had been
placed above the altars would be cut down, and that all the
carved images and the molten images would be broken in
pieces, and ground into dust. After he had cleansed Judah
and Jerusalem of their idols, then he went into the lands of
the neighboring tribes of Israel, and purged their cities of
their idolatry as well (2 Chron 34:2-6).
Then after he had personally seen to it that the land of
Israel was purged of its uncleanness, when he was 26 he
determined that it was time for the temple of the Lord to be
repaired. So he commanded that the money that would be
needed for this grand and glorious project would be brought
forth and those who were hired for the work would lack no
expense in seeing that the temple of the Lord would be
repaired.
We can learn much from Josiah’s reign. There are so
many parallels with this king’s life and the Christian’s quest
for true revival.
The first thing we can see is that He received the
kingdom when he was eight. But when he was 16, he began
to seek after God.
When we become born again, we receive citizenship
into the Kingdom of God. The Bible explains to us that if we
are in Christ, we are kings and priests (Rev 1:6). But for a
while in our walk with Jesus, we merely occupy that position
without actually understanding what our purpose is, or being
ignorant as to whether we have a purpose at all.
Although Josiah was king, it wasn’t until eight years
later that he actually began to seek God. No doubt he
occupied the office of the king with the help of many
advisers. No doubt Josiah sat under tutors and overseers as
he grew and learned about the responsibilities of being a
king, and of his responsibilities before God - but there came
a time when he began to become aware of the necessity for
him to seek after God.
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Like Josiah, we may have a heart for the things of God,
and realize that we have been entrusted with a responsibility
to serve Him in His Kingdom, but eventually, each one of us
must get to the place where we earnestly begin to seek our
God in order to determine what His Will is for our lives.
Jesus taught that it is of paramount importance to do the
Will of God.
Mat 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.
As His children, we are the people of Promise – but just
because we are His people doesn’t mean that we
automatically have an inroad to understanding what the Will
of God is for our lives.
But as we grow in Him, and learn of Him through those
who have been appointed as our instructors, we then begin
to understand that there is more to this walk than merely
being citizens of the kingdom. If we are being properly
instructed in the matters of the Kingdom of God, we begin to
realize that we have a purpose and a responsibility that we
must fulfill in our lives.
Gal 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing
from a servant, though he be lord of all;
2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.
If we are faithful in bringing ourselves into subjection
to those that God has put over us to teach us of our
responsibility before God, the realization will eventually
come to us that there is more to this walk than we have
seen so far, and those of us who desire to serve God will
earnestly begin to seek after God.
The testimony is that at sixteen, Josiah began to seek
the God of David. He had already had the possession of the
kingdom for eight years, but now it was time to begin to
seek after God.
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Sincere Christians will come to a point in their lives
when they must begin to put away the childish things in
their lives (1 Cor 13:11), and when they must start to chew
on the Meat of the Word of God (Heb 5:12-14), and to
search out what the Will of God is for their lives (Rom 12:12).
As kings and priests, we can’t continue in our bondage.
Christ came to make us free, and who the Son makes free is
free indeed! If we continue to wallow in our sins, then we
are calling God a liar.
The only reason we continue in our bondage is either
because we don’t realize that it no longer has any dominion
over us, or because we have more faith in the power of sin
over our lives than we have in the Power of God, or it is
because we love the sin too much to want to give it up.
When referring to the power of sin in a child of God’s life,
the Word of God speaks in the past tense.
Gal 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the
elements of the world:
4 But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law,
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an
heir of God through Christ.
8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by
nature are no gods.
9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again
to be in bondage?
10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.
11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain.
After four years of seeking God and inclining his heart
to obey God in all things, Josiah’s purpose began to become
apparent. He realized that he needed to begin to tear down
the idols and all the things that were not of God in
Jerusalem and Judah. He systematically began to do so. As
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he saw that there were things in Jerusalem that were not of
God, and that did not bring Glory to Him, he began to purge
the city of those things. He didn’t want to hold onto anything
that was not of God. He wanted to see God glorified in his
kingdom, during his reign.
As the child of God begins to seek after God with all his
heart, he or she will start to realize that they no longer need
to be subject to the things of the world that they had once
been subjected to, and they will have a sincere desire to get
free of them all.
As the child of God begins to seek God, those idols and
high places that have taken root in our lives will become
very obvious to us. Just as Josiah began to purge the city
and the surrounding countryside of the idols that had been
erected by previous kings as a result of seeking after God,
so the Born again child of God will also want to purge his life
of all those weak and beggarly elements that have held him
in bondage.
The testimonies of the kings who had gone before
Josiah often times was like this: “And he did that which was
right in the eyes of God, howbeit the high places were not
removed… (2 Ki 14:4, 2 Ki 15:35, 2 Chron 20:33, etc.)” or
some such thing.
Most Christians are like these kings. They do what was
right in the eyes of God, but they hold on to some of the
things of the world. Their high places are still in tact. You
can be a “good Christian” and go to church and pay your
tithes, and give offerings for the furtherance of the kingdom,
which things we ought to do, but we ought not to leave out
the important things concerning the Kingdom of God, such
as striving for true Justice and Righteousness in our lives
and in the lives of others, and showing mercy to those
around us, and walking in unfeigned faith and love before
God and man (MATT 23:23). The “howbeits” in our lives
need to be addressed, if we ever hope to experience
personal or corporate revival.
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There comes a time in every Christian’s life when he
needs to begin to understand that there are high places that
have been established in his life because of his conformity to
the things of the world and they need to come down, and
his religious traditions need to come to an end so he can
seek after God with all his heart, and to serve Him in Spirit
and in Truth.
Because of our conformity to the Babylonian system of
things of this world, our minds and our hearts have been
blinded to what it means to worship God in Spirit and in
Truth. It seems like the Christians in America have become
so inoculated to the Word because of our pursuit after the
howbeits that we don’t have a clue as to how to repent and
to turn our hearts back to God like we ought to.
After Josiah had taken care of the immediate and
obvious problems, he didn’t stop there…he went throughout
Israel, purging the land of it’s’ idolatry.
After we have identified those things in our lives that
are not pleasing to God, and with a sincere heart have set
our minds to tear these things down, then we can become
equipped to see to those areas that are not pleasing in our
natural family and/or our spiritual family. We have gotten rid
of the beams in our own eyes, and now we can see clearly to
assist others with their motes.
Sometimes our homes need a good purging of the
unclean thing. Whether it is movies or favorite television
shows that are not pleasing to God, literature that doesn’t
bring him glory, habits that don’t reflect godliness of a
Christian life, worldly music, clothing that is not modest,
even things that waste our time and our finances that could
be better spent on the things of God, those things that need
to be purged from our homes and from our lives can become
very obvious if we just look around us with open and honest
eyes.
The Christian who has the attitude of “Well, I am not
perfect, and I never will be, so I am just going to hold on to
my ‘howbeits’, because although I may lose some rewards, I
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still have a ticket to heaven” will never see personal revival
occur in his or her life, and hinders corporate revival
because of their disobedience and unbelief. That Christian
doesn’t have a true heart for the things of God, and really
must question their own salvation.
Josiah had a heart for the things of the LORD, and we
are told that when he had reigned for eighteen years, and
after he had purged the land of idolatry and false worship,
he determined that the temple of the Lord had to be
repaired, so he set his efforts to do so, and told Hilkiah the
high priest to do whatever was necessary to get the work
done.
2Ch 34:8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the
land, and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the
house of the LORD his God.
9 And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered the money
that was brought into the house of God, which the Levites that kept the doors
had gathered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant
of Israel, and of all Judah and Benjamin; and they returned to Jerusalem.
10 And they put it in the hand of the workmen that had the oversight of the
house of the LORD, and they gave it to the workmen that wrought in the
house of the LORD, to repair and amend the house:
11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and
timber for couplings, and to floor the houses which the kings of Judah had
destroyed.
Finances were no problem…whatever it took to repair
the temple of the Lord, Josiah determined that it would be
accomplished.
After we become Christians and realize our need to
seek the Face of God, and as result, begin to tear down
those things in our lives that exalt themselves above the
knowledge of God, then we will begin to work on those sins
that are not so obvious to others, but which will begin to be
glaringly evident to us. The Word of God declares that we
who are Born Again believers are individual temples of God,
because the Holy Spirit has taken residence in us. If we
have the heart of Josiah, nothing will keep us from seeing
the temple restored to its rightful place. For a yielded child

212

of God, the establishment of the Kingdom of God in his life
and in the life of others has priority over all other things,
regardless of the cost.
Notice that in verse 11, we read that the kings of Judah
that had gone before Josiah had destroyed the houses, and
Josiah had determined that these houses would be repaired
as well. Specifically we see that the floors of the houses that
the kings of Judah had destroyed were to be repaired, and
no expense would be spared to do this.
As we walk through this world, other brothers and
sisters in the Lord who are also kings and priests will
sometimes give us advice or teaching that is not of the Lord,
and as a result, will do damage to our faith or will hinder our
walk with the Lord. But as we sincerely seek God, we will
begin to see even the little amounts of leaven that have
been introduced into our walk, and we will desire to repair
the breaches, and to make straight paths for our feet.
As the external things begin to get cleaned up, then
there are things that are not so obvious. I don’t watch PG13
or R-rated movies any more, but what about those thoughts
that I entertain as I see a beautiful woman walking down the
street? Do I find my eyes lingering on her longer than they
should? Maybe sneak one more peek as she walks away?
I don’t drink alcohol anymore, nor do I do drugs or
smoke cigarettes, but what about the tendency toward
gossip that I have, or that critical spirit that reigns in me
toward those who still do drink alcohol, do drugs, or smoke
cigarettes?
I don’t cuss anymore, not even when I hit my finger
with a hammer, but what about those feelings of bitterness
that I am holding on to toward that one who had done me
wrong in the past? I say I forgive him, but could I eat with
him and laugh with him, and bless him from a sincere heart?
If I have actually forgiven him, I could do these things.
I don’t look for fights any more, but what about those
times when I verbally attack this minister or that minister
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because they don’t do things like I believe they should be
done?
I dress modestly now, and live rather simply, but what
about the fact that I look the other way when I see someone
who has a need, because it isn’t convenient to me at that
moment to meet their need?
I’m not the liar that I used to be, but what about the
gloss that I put on my testimonies to make them sound just
a little bit more dramatic than what they were? I call that
speaking Evangelastically!
The list could go on and on. The Christian who has a
heart like Josiah will diligently examine the places that he is
walking, and will spare no expense to see that all the places
in his or her life that need repairing will be repaired.
2 Chron 34:12 And the men did the work faithfully: and the overseers of
them were Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and
Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to set it forward;
and other of the Levites, all that could skill of instruments of music.
Josiah couldn’t repair the temple on his own. He
needed others to help him. In the same manner, a Christian
is incapable of repairing himself. We are to work together as
a body.
While it is true that no one can seek the Lord for us,
nor can anyone else tear down the idols in our lives…we
need each other to help one another to do the necessary
repairs to the temple that are required in order to be a fit
vessel for the Master’s Use. So often, Christians forsake the
assembling of themselves together, using excuses like:
“well, I don’t need to go to a building to worship God”…but
the fact is that we need each other to help us in our walk
before God. To neglect the assembling of ourselves together
is to declare that we are wiser than God, Who ordained that
it should be so.
The Word of God declares that the heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked. It will deceive us
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into thinking that we are doing all right, but our brothers
and sisters with whom we are in fellowship can often see
areas in our lives that need to be corrected, or fixed.
Hebrews 10:25 speaks of this:
Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised;)
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.
1 Cor. 12 reemphasizes the need that we Christians
have for fellowship with one another.
1Co 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit.
14 For the body is not one member, but many.
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is
it therefore not of the body?
16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body;
is it therefore not of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole
were hearing, where were the smelling?
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased him.
19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again
the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more
feeble, are necessary:
23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honorable,
upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have
more abundant comeliness.
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honor to that part which lacked:
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should
have the same care one for another.
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.
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27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
Forsaking the fellowship is a supreme act of selfishness
on our part. We have gifts and abilities that could benefit the
rest of the Body, but we hide our talents, and forsake our
brothers and sisters.
Forsaking the fellowship of the Body of Christ is acting
in direct disobedience to the Word of God (Heb 10:25). The
reason most people forsake the fellowship is because of a
critical spirit they have allowed to take root in their lives,
and they can never be satisfied with the flaws and the
imperfections of their brothers and sisters who have realized
their need for the Savior Who can Save them from their
flaws and imperfections. Through yielding to the critical
spirit in their lives, they can never reflect the Love of God to
their brothers and sisters, and divisiveness becomes the by
product of their lives.
Divisiveness is a work of the flesh. On the other hand,
seeking for reconciliation and restoration in the Body is the
Work of the Spirit of God in a person. Because of
divisiveness in the Body of Christ, corporate revival is
hindered, and that is exactly what the enemy of our souls
wants to accomplish. Jesus Himself said a House divided
cannot stand. He said the world would know that we are His
disciples because of the Love we have for one another.
As we can see in the life of Josiah, it took him eighteen
years to get to the place where the Lord wanted him to be.
But the key was that Josiah had a heart for the Lord. He
wasn’t concerned about whether the other kings who had
preceded him had a heart for the Lord or not…he was merely
obedient to do what the Lord required of him.
Just as Josiah set forth overseers for the construction
of the temple, the Christian also needs to be under
overseers as well. In verse 12, we see that the overseers
were men who had instruments of music. These overseers
were worshippers, and it appears that worship went on while
they repaired the temple of the Lord. So the Word of God
says that God seeks those who will worship Him in Spirit and
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in Truth (Jn 4:24). Those who have been appointed over the
restoration of the temple, whether they are apostles,
prophets, pastors, evangelists, or teachers, need to be in
touch with worshipping God in Spirit and in Truth, and
understand how to teach others to do the same.
The more we as individuals worship the Lord, the more
the temple of the Lord will be fortified, and will fall in line
with the Will of God. The Word of God says the Lord inhabits
the praises of His people. The Word “praise” here is the
Hebrew word tehillah, which means specifically to sing a
hymn to the Lord.
But the praising of the Lord in hymns and spiritual
songs is only half of the worship that the Lord desires to
hear in His Temple. Some people are very wonderful at
praising the Lord, but have very little UNDERSTANDING in
the way of the WORD OF GOD.
As they proceeded building the temple, Hilkiah the
priest found the book of the Law of the LORD which had
been given by Moses. And as Josiah heard the words of the
Book of the Law, he became mightily convicted, and it led
him to deep repentance. His eyes had been opened to the
Truth of what Holiness is, and he knew that the country was
in trouble because of the fact that those who had gone
before him had neglected the Law of the LORD.
2Ch 34:14 And when they brought out the money that was brought into the
house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of the LORD
given by Moses.
:15 And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found the
book of the law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah delivered the book to
Shaphan.
16 And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and brought the king word
back again, saying, All that was committed to thy servants, they do it.
17 And they have gathered together the money that was found in the house
of the LORD, and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers, and to the
hand of the workmen.
18 Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath
given me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king.
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19 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law, that
he rent his clothes.
20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and
Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of
the king's, saying,
21 Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for them that are left in Israel and
in Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found: for great is the
wrath of the LORD that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not
kept the word of the LORD, to do after all that is written in this book.
22 And Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed, went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper
of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college:) and they spoke
to her to that effect.
23 And she answered them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Tell ye the
man that sent you to me,
24 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon
the inhabitants thereof, even all the curses that are written in the book which
they have read before the king of Judah:
25 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other
gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands;
therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and shall not be
quenched.
26 And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, so
shall ye say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel concerning the
words which thou hast heard;
27 Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before
God, when thou heardest his words against this place, and against the
inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy
clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.
28 Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to
thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they brought the
king word again.
Because Josiah had responded to the Word of the Lord
in sincerity and in true repentance, the Lord’s wrath was
stayed from the land during Josiah’s reign. His Wrath would
certainly come, but not during Josiah’s lifetime.
Jesus said that the Word of God is Truth, and it is
through obedience to the Word of God that we are
sanctified. As we are sanctified through our uncompromising
obedience to His Word, then God can and does fulfill His Will
in our lives, as we go out to preach the gospel to all men.
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Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into
the world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth.
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word;
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one,even as we are one:
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me.
24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where
I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known
thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.
26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
God’s wrath is coming upon this land, and upon the
world. It is written in the Book of the Lord, and it will be
done. But God will stay His wrath for a generation of Josiah
Christians. Consider what the wrath of the Lord is like, and
what Josiah’s repentance before God succeeded in delaying:
Zep 1:1 The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of
Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.
2 I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.
3 I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and
the fishes of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut
off man from off the land, saith the LORD.
4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the
name of the Chemarims with the priests;
5 And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them
that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham;
6 And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not
sought the LORD, nor inquired for him.
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7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD
is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.
8 And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that I will
punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with
strange apparel.
9 In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold,
which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit.
10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be
the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and a howling from the second, and a
great crashing from the hills.
11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut
down; all they that bear silver are cut off.
12 And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with
candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their
heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil.
13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a
desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.
14 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even
the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.
15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds
and thick darkness,
16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the
high towers.
17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men,
because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.
18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day
of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his
jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in
the land.
When we respond to the Lord like Josiah did, (If my
people which are called by my Name), and begin to seek His
face (will humble themselves and pray, and seek my face),
and begin to tear down those distractions and those idols in
our lives that hinder us from worshipping God in Spirit and
in truth, and when we resolve in our heart that we will repair
the temple by offering up ourselves to God as living
sacrifices, holy and acceptable to Him, regardless of what
the rest of the world may be doing, and regardless of the
cost of that to us personally (and turn from their wicked
ways); and when we begin to worship Him in spirit and in

220

truth, in obedience to His Word, and as we yield ourselves
entirely to Him, His Promise is that He will pour out His
Mercy and Grace upon us (Then I will hear their voice from
Heaven, and forgive them their sins and will heal their land).
God has always made a Provision of Mercy for His People if
they would only repent.
Zep 2:1 Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not
desired;
2 Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the
fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's
anger come upon you.
3 Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the
day of the LORD's anger.
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A book I highly recommend for the Christian to read is titled:

“Pick a God, Any God (An easy book about a difficult subject.)”
by Doris Neumann and Doug Olson
From the back cover:
“It is peculiar we Americans take the notion of God so lightly. And
many who do have a real interest are shedding the skin of traditional
Christianity, hoping to reinvest in a more tolerant “higher power”. But
the religious world is littered with contradictions, absurdities, and
mediocrity, and a lifetime of God-swapping has left a lot of hearts full
of emptiness.
Pick a God, any God encourages the reader to bear in mind that:
-

-

No religion can be wholly understood by following its followers
The “all ideas about God are right ” approach is not only
implausible, it’s impossible
The truth can sometimes feel “foreign” because it is not
manmade
If half the world’s population denies the existence of God, that
doesn’t make Him go away. Just the same, no amount of wishing
will make Him real
We tend to dilute the majesty of God in our quest to fully
understand Him
Because we treat our opinions as though they replace truth, our
inquiry into real truth becomes sedated.

We must refuse to be ignorant. If we choose to customize God, He
will become whatever we decide. We have then become His creator.
He will house our limitations, our inconsistencies, and our mortality.
Our God will be us.
So, just about the time we may need him the most, he’ll be dead.
Library of Congress Control Number: 2002113439
ISBN 1-591602-51-3
Published by xulon PRESS
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
A little over two thousand years ago in a tiny town of
Israel called Bethlehem, the Author and Finisher of our
Faith; the Lord Jesus Christ was born in a manger of a stable
in the humblest of circumstances.
The Word of God tells us that This One was the Creator
of all things (Col 1:16), and that He chose to humble
Himself, and to take upon Himself the form of a servant and
lived a sinless life in order to redeem humanity from the
curse of sin that had come upon them due to the sin of
Adam and Eve. The wages of sin is Death, but through Jesus
Christ, our Redeemer, the Gift of God is eternal life.
This Grand Author of all things allowed Himself to be
subjected to the most cruel torment at the hands of those
He came to save from Death. As He endured the pain and
the humility on the cross, He cried out with compassion in
intercession on behalf of His tormentors, and prayed these
incredible words: “Father, forgive them for they know not
what they do.” And then He died, having shed His Precious
Blood for them and for you and for me. Without the
shedding of His Blood there could be no remission of our
sins.
They laid Him in a tomb, but death had no dominion
over Him because He had lived a sinless life before men and
His Father in Heaven, so just as He said He would do, He
rose from that tomb, and appeared to over 500 witnesses.
He still lives today, and He has promised that He would send
the Holy Spirit Comforter to all who would call on His Name
and receive Him as their Lord and Savior. Hallelujah! What a
Wonderful Savior He is.
If you have read this book and have realized that you
don’t really have the personal relationship with Jesus Christ
that you need, I would encourage you to pray this prayer
with a heartfelt sense of commitment:
Father God, I confess that I am a sinner, and I believe
that Jesus Christ died for me to take my sins upon Himself. I
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believe He rose again on the third day to give me hope of
eternal life, and I want that eternal life. So Jesus, I am
asking You to forgive me for my sins, and to come into my
life and change me. I give You the Right to every aspect of
my life. I ask You to make me what You want me to be.
Recreate me, Lord. You know my sins and my weaknesses.
Please make me free from them, and please help me to live
for You from now on. Satan, I renounce you, and I tell you
to get out of my life right now because from now on, Jesus
Christ is my Lord, and you are not! I am resolved to live for
Jesus from this moment forward to the best of my ability.
Thank You, Lord Jesus for Your Grace and Mercy. Thank You
for coming into my life and saving my soul.
If you prayed that prayer, I want to be the first one to
tell you “Welcome to the Family!”
Aren’t you glad I told you about the most important
Author of them all, instead of boring you with details about
my life? GLORY! All Glory and Honor belongs to HIM, and to
Him alone. I pray the Lord blesses you abundantly.
Lance Rowe
6519 Ool-Georgetown Rd
Ooltewah, TN. 37353
E-MAIL crosscountry4jesus@juno.com
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